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 File:  102.23.015 
 
October 29, 2019  
 
Wayne Clark 
Graphic North 
157 Old Steese Highway 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
 
 
RE:  Site Status Change from Active to Non-Qualifying  

Site Number 102.23.015, Hazard ID: 727, “The Letter Shop, Former” 
 
Dear Mr. Clark: 
 
The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation, Contaminated Sites Program (ADEC) 
has reviewed the administrative files for the above referenced contaminated site (the Site).  
Based upon the sample results of the following studies: 

• “Indoor Air Screening and Sub-Slab Soil Assessment, June 6, 2019” by Nortech, 
• “Phase II Environmental Site Assessment, August 22, 2018” by Nortech, and 
• “Third Street Widening Project” for the contaminated site known as “229 3rd Street”, 

Hazard ID 4134, Site number 102.38.130,  
 
ADEC has determined that the Site known as “The Letter Shop, Former” is no longer 
considered a contaminated site because solvent contamination at this location appears to be 
associated with an upgradient solvent plume from the 229 3rd Street site, an “Active” site, 
and the status will be changed to “Non-Qualifying”.  

 
The Contaminants of Concern resulting from past studies at the Site included tetrachloroethene 
(PCE) and lead.  During the Phase II study of 2016, Nortech collected soil samples from four 
locations near the Graphic North building and documented levels of PCE and lead contamination 
in the soil below current ADEC migration to groundwater cleanup levels.  This was followed by 
groundwater samples collected in those same four locations during the Third Street Widening 
Project studies, which found PCE exceeding the ADEC groundwater cleanup levels in two 
monitoring wells and low but detectable levels of PCE in the other two monitoring wells.  The 
lead concentration was below the ADEC groundwater cleanup level in all four monitoring wells.  



 

All evidence to date suggests that the detections of PCE in the groundwater are from a plume of 
dissolved PCE that starts at the southwest corner of the intersection of Third Street and Forty 
Mile Avenue and extends west-southwest to the Site (see attached Notice of Environmental 
Contamination (NEC) and Figure 4). Soil samples collected in 2019 from beneath the foundation 
of the Graphic North building did not contain PCE or lead in levels above the ADEC migration 
to groundwater cleanup levels.    

 
Please be advised that the ongoing site investigations for the Third Street Widening Project may 
require access to conduct additional investigations on your property associated with the 229 3rd 
Street release. The Institutional Controls within the NEC that was recorded with the property 
deed is attached. 
 
Thank you for your efforts at this site.  Please contact me at (907) 451-2911 or via email at 
laura.jacobs@alaska.gov if you have any questions or concerns about this letter. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Laura Jacobs  
Environmental Program Specialist  
 
Attachments/Enclosures: NEC (and Figure 4) 
 
 
cc (via email): Peter Beardsley, Nortech 
 












