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Matanuska Townsitc, Lot 15, Block 4, East Matanuska Spur Road, Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough, AK 

March 2009 

Date of Field Inspection: August 27th and September I t 11, 2008 

Introduction: This Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) investigation was 
conducted by Chilkat Environmental fo r Eklutna Incorporated (El) on the Matanuska 
Townsitc Property; Lot J 5, Block 4 East Matanuska Spur Road. The I 00 foot by I 00 foot 
propc1ty owned by El is occupied by an illega l squatter in a small plywood bungalow. On 
April 13th' 2006 EI received a letter fo rwarded from Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation (ADEC) addressed to Gerald Poirier regarding the site. El 
has made many attempts to request the squatter vacate the propc1ty. On August 20th 2008, 
El received a letter from ADEC providing notification that El may have some 
responsibility for costs associated with characterizat ion and management of 
environmental issues presented from Poirier's occupation. (Attachment A) 

On August 27th, Chilkat Environmental joined El to participate in the site inspection 
conducted by Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), ADEC, the EPA's contractor, 
and the borough and property owners. Significant concerns were identified on adjacent 
propc1ties such as transformers, some still containing dielectric o il, poorly conta ined 
unlabeled drums of unknown contents, batteries, hundreds of 5 ga llon buckets of leaking 
paint and other products, areas used to burn wire insulation and melt battery lead, and 
significant amounts of meta l debris, vehicles and garbage. Site inspect ion included 
adjacent propc1ties including the Poirier propc1ties. 

On September I th Chilkat Environmental conducted an ESA investigation to discover 
what impacts arc present on El propc1ty and adjacent properties fo r the purpose of this 
report. 

Purpose: The purpose of this ESA is to review available infom1ation and to physically 
inspect the site to identify the presence or likely presence of contaminat ion fro m 
hazardous substances or petro leum products at the site. This includes an assessment of 
the land and any materials found on the property. 

Subject Property Location: The property is located within the Matanuska Townsite, 
U.S. Survey 11 69, in Sections 23 & 26, Township 17 No1th, Range 1 East, Seward 
Meridian, Palmer Recording District, Third Judicial District, State of Alaska. 
(Attachment B) The subject property is I 00 feet by I 00 feet totaling the l 0,000 square 
foot property owned by El at Lot 15, Block 4 on D Street accessed from East Matanuska 
Spur Road on the G lcnn 1-1 ighway near Palmer and commonly known as the Matanuska 
Townsite. (Attachment C) To determine existing and imminent impacts to the El 
propc1ty, adjacent properties arc included in this investigation. The subject and adjacent 
propc1ties arc situated in a wetland dominated area with shal low groundwater that feeds 
into sa lmon streams and provides habitat for migratory birds and moose. Nearby Block 
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31 has been set as ide for wet land conservation by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough and 
Blocks 18, 19, 32, and 34 have been inventoried for wetlands mitigation. 

Investigators: This Phase I Environmental Site Assessment was prepared by Chilkat 
Environmental in Haines, Alaska. Fieldwork was conducted by Primary Investigator, 
Elijah Donat MS PMP and Environmental Scientist William Prisciandaro BS. 
Investigat ions occurred August 27•h, 2008 and September 17'11, 2008. Contact information 
for investigators is included below. 

Elijah Donat, Primary Invest igator, 907/303-7899 
Chilkat Environmental. Eklutna Inc. Contractor 
August 27 Site Assessment 
September 17 Site Investigation 

Will iam Prisciandaro, Environmental Scientist, 907/303-0007 
Chilkat Environmental, Eklutna Inc. Contractor 
September 17 Site Investigation 

Methodolo2v: This Phase I ESA was conducted in compliance with ASTM 1527-06 
standard practice including All Appropriate Inquiry (AAI). This type of assessment is 
performed as Due Diligence to identify any Recognized Environmental Condition (REC). 
REC is defined as 

"Presence or likely presence of any hazardous substances or petroleum products on a 
prope11y under conditions that indicate an existing release of any hazardous substances 
or petroleum products on the property or into the ground. ground water. or surface 
water of the property." 

Up to Yi mile radius is included in AAl dependent on site topography to capture potentia l 
contaminant sources fro m up gradient of the property or impacting site groundwater. This 
Phase I ESA constitutes AAI for the purpose of innocent landowner defense pursuant to 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act 
(CERCLA). 

This assessment includes local, state and federal contaminated sites database research, 
interviews with individuals or governmental entities fa miliar with the property, site 
recon, site investigation, photolog, and authorship of the rcpor1 . 

The subject and adjacent properties featured excellent demarcation of corners and 
boundaries with labeled survey stakes. Surveying was conducted by the Matanuska 
Borough prior to clean-up efforts carried out around 2005 and 2006. Further surveying 
was conducted by Rodney P. Kinney and As ociatcs for Eklutna Inc. in 2004. Jim 
Arnesen, Corporate Lands & Regulatory Manager for Eklutna Inc., jo ined Chilkat 
Environmenta I for September 17'11, 2008 fieldwork to assist in location of survey markers. 
The quality of survey markers allowed investigators to locate necessary property lines to 
connect the monuments using a compass and measuring tape. Inconsistencies were not 
encountered between the survey markers and the property map, however investigators are 
not surveyors and reasonable margin of error can be assumed. Impacts were documented 
by lot and block to the best of our ability. 
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Site Description: Site description is provided by land ownership below. The subject 
prope1ty presents non-hazardous waste and metal debris and no environmental concerns 
were observed. Other Eklutna Inc properties in the vicinity of the site did not present 
debris or environmental concerns. The adjacent prope11ics, including rights of way, 
feature s ignificant metal debris, poorly contained and leaking petroleum products, 
vehic les, transformers, burn areas and so lid waste which may impact soils and 
groundwater of the subject prope11y. Refer to Attach ment D for Photo log and Attachment 
C for property ownership. 

Subject Propc11y 
The subject propc11y features a small plywood bunga low with a shed contammg 
possessions of Ms. Poirier. (Photos 1-4) The remainder of the property includes scattered 
debris. (Photos 5-1 2) No hazardous substances or poorly conta ined flu ids were 
encountered on the subject property. Material on the subject prope1ty is con idered solid 
waste and could be disposed of at an approved landfill faci lity. 

Other Eklutna Inc. Propc11y 
Other El owned property adjacent to the site was investigated including; Lots 10-1 3 of 
Block I , Lots 11 - 13, 15- 16, 18- 19, and 21 of Block 2, Lots 1-1 4 of Block 3, Lots 6-8 of 
Block 4 and Lots 1-5 of Block 5. o debris was located on any of these lots. (Photo 13) 

Adjacent Properties 
Significant debris and environmental concerns were ident ified on other adjacent 
properties primarily including those owned by Ms. Poirier and the Matanuska Susitna 
Borough as Right of Way (ROW). These impacts arc discussed below by ownership. 

Poirier Propc1ties 
Adjacent propc11ics owned by Poirier include Lots I , 2, 13 and 14 of Block 4. Lots 13 
and 14 fea ture significant concerns such as an estimated 52 drums and numerous buckets 
stored on a Oat bed and on the ground, many of which arc actively leaking. (Photo 14) 
Soil contamination is evident on the Poirier property though it appears li mited. (Photo 15) 
The landscape between the Poirier property and the subject propc1ty is level and 
contaminat ion from the Po irier property could reasonably impact the subject and other 
adjacent propcttics. Non-hazardous debris includes a burned trailer, vehicles and genera 1 
debris. (Photo 16) One transformer shell is also present but has been drained. 

Lots 1 and 2 of Block 4 fea ture one small shop, two sheds and a small camp trailer. 
(Photo 17) Three areas of the property evidence wire and/or battery burning with stained 
soils and blackened debris. (Photo 18) At least 100 batteries (Photo 19), 120 paint cans 
(some with free product) and one transformer shel l were identified 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough Properties 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough properties arc the most heavily impacted adjacent propc1ty. 
These properties and ROW's and arc discussed be low. 

The D Street ROW features debris, vehic les, about 7 pressure tanks, burn box and an 
unused Leaking transformer stil l on a pole. This transformer was found to not contain 
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PCB and the power company, Matanuska Electric Association, plans to remove the 
unused transformer. The D Street ROW west of 211

ct street is free o r debris. 

The 211
d Street ROW extends from unimpacted wetland through significant debris, wire 

and/or battery burn area, poorly contained fluids and large diesel engines. (Photos 20-23) 

The ROW between Lots 1-8 and Lots 9- 15 of Block 4 presented an estimated 40 drums 
with at least 7 containing significant fluid . (Photo 24) Many washing machines and other 
non-hazardous debris were encountered. (Photo 25) 

The ROW between Lots 1-8 and 9- 14 of Block 2 presented 4 drums of unknown contents 
with ignificant free product. (Photo 26) This ROW included limited metal debris and 
waste wood. 

The borough also owns Lot 8 of Block 2 which fea tures signi ficant debris, 6 fu ll drums of 
unknown contents (Photo 27-28) and many leaking five ga llon and smaller pa int 
containers. (Photos 29-30) 

The ROW between Blocks 3 and 4 presented significant concerns. Over 200 I ga llon 
paint cans leaking, over I 00 fi ve ga llon paint buckets, many pint paint cans leaking, 4 
transformers with cores removed and three transformers still full of PCB suspected 
dielectric oil with tops disconnected (Photos 3 1-35) 

The borough also own Lots 4-5 of Block 4 featuring 4 vehicles, debris and many 
appliances (Photo 36). 

Carl Martin 
Mr. Carl Ma1t in owns Lot 3 of Block 4 which contains debris and a small shed. The shed 
contains an estimated 20 fi ve ga llon buckets, many small paint cans, toner cartridges and 
two full drums of unknown contents. (Photo 37-38) 

Anne Barnes 
Ms Anne Barnes owns Lots 15-1 6 of Block 3 which fea tures a camper trailer, vehicle and 
a small shack. (Photo 39) While most of the debris was non-hazardous, some items were 
or concern including many cans of leak ing hydrau I ic flu id. 

Record Review: The fo llowing sources were investigated fo r this site assessment: 

Federa l Record Review 
>- CERCLJ S: No s ites in arc listed in the EPA CERCLIS database. None impacting 

subject propc1ty 
;;... EPA Current ly Designated Non-attainment Areas for All Criteria Pollutants: 

None 
>- EPA Envirofacts: No sites arc listed in the area of the Matanuska Townsite 

State Record Review 
,. ADEC Impaired Waters of Alaska: None 
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;.... ADEC Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Database: None Repo11ed 
, ADEC Contaminated Sites Database: Subject property is listed as East D and 

South 211
d Street under File Number 2245.38.001 by the Contaminated Sites 

Program. The site was listed in 2003 because it appeared petroleum releases had 
occurred and that hazardous waste was poorly contained. It is assumed by Chi lkat 
Environmenta l that the EI property is listed in the database because it was the 
location of Gerald Poirier's illega l residence at the time of listing. 

Site Ownership History: The subject property, Lot 15 of Block 4, is currently owned by 
EJ. EJ obtained the property as part of ANCSA land selection in 1988 from the Alaska 
Railroad. During the entire tenure of EJ's ownership the Poirier family has occupied the 
subject property without permission. Mr. Poirier purchased Lots I and 2 of Block 4 in 
1979 and began transpo1ting waste to adjacent properties for his salvage business in 1987 
according to neighbors Francis Shor and Daniel Stephan. 

Conclusions: A review of the site history, regulatory records, aerial photographs and a 
comprehensive field investigation indicate potential that soils and groundwater may be 
impacted from adjacent properties but that the surface conditions of the subject property 
do not present Pha c 1 concern . Adjacent propc1ties present significant concerns 
including over 60 dru ms of unknown and leaking contents suspected to be primarily 
combinations of anti-freeze, fuel, brake fluid, engine oil, and gear oil, hundreds of ftve­
gallon buckets with leaking contents, hundreds of one ga llon and smaller paint and 
petroleum product containers with leaking contents, estimated I 00 automotive batteries, 5 
transfo1mcr shells and 3 transformers containing PCB suspected dielectric oil, areas of 
soil staining evidencing spi lls and burn ing sites used to remove copper from wire and 
lead ff om bat tcries. The adjacent properties also feature significant metal debris and other 
solid waste. 

Recommendations: Chilkat Environmental recommends El author a response to the 
8/20/08 ADEC letter which presents this Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment and 
requests the State Department of Law review the document for their consideration of 
Alaska Statute 46.08.070 cost recovery claims. 
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Attachments: 

Attachment A: ADEC letter from 8/20/08 
Attachment B: Aerial photograph of Matanuska Townsite 
Attachment C: Matanuska Townsite Property Ownership 
Attachment D: Photo Log 

Contacts: 

Mark Sielaff, ADEC Contaminated Sites Project Manager, 907/269-7532 
ADEC Division of Spill Prevention and Response, Prevention and Emergency Responst: Program 
September 17 Site Investigation 

Jim Arnesen, Corporate Lands & Regulatory Manager, 907/696-2828 
Eklutna Inc. 
August 27 Site Assessment 
September 17 Site investigation 

Matt Carr, Emergency Response Manager, 907/271-3616 
EPA Environmental Clean-up Office 
August 27 Site Assessment 

Nancy Cameron, Land Management Agent, 907/745-9848 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
August 27 Site Assessment 

Michele L.S. Sherwood, P.E. , 907/257-5000 
Ecology and Environment, EPA Contractor 
August 27 Site Assessment 
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http://www.dec.state.ak.us/water/wqsar/waterbody/2008ImpairedWaters.pdf 

Shor, Francis. Personal Communication. August 27, 2008 and September 17, 2008. 

Stephan, Daniel. Personal Communication. August 27, 2008 and September 17, 2008. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). CERLIS Hazardous Waste Sites. March 
19, 2009 http://www.epa.gov/superfund/sites/cursites 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Currently Designated Nonattainment 
Areas for All Criteria Pollutants. March 19, 2009 
http://www.epa.gov/oar/oaqps/greenbk/ancl.html 

U.S. EPA. Envirofacts. March 19, 2009 http://www.cpa.gov/cnviro/html/em/ index2.html 
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Attachment A: 
ADEC letter to Eklutna Inc. on 8/20/08 
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Attachment B: 
Aerial Photograph of Matanuska Townsite 
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Attachment C: 
Matanuska Townsite Property Ownership 

Eklutna Im:. 
Chi lkat Environmental 

13 

March 2009 

Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
Matanuska Townsite, Alaska 



I/ 
' 

I 
I 
I 

\ 
\ 

. , 
' 

t'Yl.5e tU!:llancls pre:;,erwd 1n f"4!rpcn,,;~ 

m~ ue.'I~~ ~"'hQn..,.l(l~"f.. 
Attachment n: rroperty Delineation 

r,,~ / '!' .\17:'• • <-·-1~ . • J_\ . . ·- .~ :o.. !\ 

( 2 -1) 
(25) 

- _..~- -

Note: See inset area enlarged on fo llowing page 

- "' &nnie. l'YlG't~ 
::.( ., 

1n1 r ,'" l/r'># ~~·~ ~ 

(36) 

~ 
--- I - -----j 

(:35) 

Eklutna Inc. 
Chi lkat Environmental 

14 Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
Matanuska Townsite, Alaska 

March 2009 



Eklutna Inc. 15 
Chilkat Environmental 

March 2009 

(21) 

(20) 

Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
Matanuska Townsite, Alaska 



Eklutna Inc. 
Chi lkat Environmental 

Attachment D: 
Photo Log 

16 

March 2009 

Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
Matanuska Townsitc, Alaska 



Photo I: Subject property owned by Eklutna Inc. with bungalow residence of Ms. Poirier 

Photo 2: Subject property. Contents of shed attached to Poirier residence. 
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Photo 3: Subject property with D Street ROW recently cleared photo right 
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Photo 5: Debris on subject property adjacent to ROW between Eklutna Inc Lot 15 and 
Poirier Lot 1 featuring empty drum storage and washing machines 

Photo 6: Subject property corner adjacent to Poirier Lot I featuring scrap metal. 
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Photo 7: Empty drums on subject property along ROW adjacent Poirier Lot l 

Photo 8: Subject property along ROW adjacent Poirier Lot l featuring empty drum 
storage and debris 
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Photo 9: Subject property featuring debris 

Photo I 0: Subject property featuring Poirier residence at photo right. Eklutna Inc 
property extends to front of red and white trailer photo left 
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Photo 11: Debris on subject property. 

Photo 12: Debris on subject property. 
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Photo 13: General setting ofEklutna lnc.'s Lots 10- 13 ofBlock 1, Lots 11-13, 15-16, 18-
19, and 21 of Block 2, Lots 1-14 ofBlock 3, Lots 6-8 ofBlock 4 and Lots 1-5 of Block 5. 

No debris was located on any of these lots. 

Photo 14: Poirier property Lot 13 and 14 of Block 4. Full Drum storage area featuring an 
estimated 52 drums stored on flatbed trailer and pallets behind truck. Many of the drums 

arc actively leaking. 
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Photo 15: Surface soil staining on Poirier Property Lot 13 of Block 4 

Photo 16: General debris and cars located on Poirier Lots 13 and 14 of Block 4 
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Photo 17: Poirier Lots 1 and 2 of Block 4 

Photo 18: One of 3 areas of soil staining fro m wire and/or battery burning located on 
Poirier Lots l and 2 of Block 4. 
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Photo 19: Estimated 100 batteries located on Poirier Lot 2 of Block 4 
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Photo 20: 2" Street ROW facing toward D Street 
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Eklutna Lnc. 

Wire burning area located in 2° Street ROW. Visible so il sta ining was 
observed around the empty barrels. 
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Photo 23: Estimated 12 fu ll 5 ga llon buckets of paint in 2" 

Photo 24: Estimated 40 drums with at least seven containing significant fluid and debris 
located on ROW between Eklutna Inc's and Poirier's property in Block 4 

Eklutna Inc. 
Chilkat Environmental 

28 

March 2009 

Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
Matanuska Townsite, Alaska 



Photo 25: Non Hazardous debris found on ROW dividing Block 4 

Photo 26: Four drums of unknown contents and containing significant free products 
located on ROW dividing Block 2 

Eklutna Inc. 
Chilkat Environmental 
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Photo 27: Two Empty and 2 full (with sample jars on top) located on western side of Lot 
8 Block 2. 

Photo 28: Four full drums located on the SE comer of Lot 8 of Block 2 

Eklutna Tn c. 
Chi lkat Environmental 
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Photo 29: Lot 8 of Block 2 demonstrating actively leaking 5 and I gallon metal paint 
containers. 

Photo 30: Continuation of prev ious photo demonstrating large number of 5 and l gallon 
paint cans in this area. Most cans are actively leaking. 

Eklutna Inc. 
Chilkat Environmental 
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Photo 31: ROW between Blocks 3 and 4 featuring leaking paint cans. 

Photo 32: ROW between Blocks 3 and 4 featuring transformer shells and leak ing paint 
buckets 

Eklutna Inc. 
Chilkat Environmental 
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Photo 33: ROW between Blocks 3 and 4 showing one of3 Transformers containing 
suspected PCB dielectric oil. 

Photo 34: ROW between Blocks 3 and 4 featuring another transformer with suspected 
PCB dielectric oil. 

Eklutna Jnc. 
Chi lkat Environmental 
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Photo 35: Close-up of transformer shown in above photo demonstrating water and 
dielectric oil mixture. 

Photo 36: Lots 4 and 5 of Block 4 owned by the borough featuring appliances 

Eklutna Inc. 
Chilkat Environmental 
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Photo 37: Lot 3 of Block 4 owned by Carl Martin demonstrating 5 ga llon paint buckets 

Photo 38: Lot 3 of Block 4 owned by Carl Martin demonstrating 5 gallon buckets 

Eklutna Inc. 
Chilkat Environmental 
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Photo 39: Genera l Debris found on Lots l 5 and 16 of Block 3 owned by Anne Barnes. 

Eklutna lnc. 
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