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ki UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
; ; REGION 10

2 % 1200 Sixih Avenue
i% &{; Seattle, WA 98101

At ppos

Reply To SEP -1 7006

Attn Of: OWW -130

JOE KELSO

EKUK FISHERIES, LLC
2442 NW MARKET ST #625
SEATTLE, WA 98107

Re:  Renewal of National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit
Facility Name, NPDES Permit No.: AKG520037

Dear Permittee:

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) received the above referenced
NPDES Notice of Intent to be covered under the Alaska Seafood Processors General
Permit and supplemental materials. We have determined your application to be timely
and complete. According to federal regulation 40 CFR 122.6(a), when a timely and
complete application is received by EPA, and, through no fault of the permittee, EPA
does not reissue a new permit prior to the expiration date of the existing permit, then the
permit remains fully effective and enforceable. Accordingly, NPDES permit
AKG520037 for EKUK FISHERIES, LLC, will be administratively extended.

Please note that EPA may request additional information during the development
of the draft permit to clarify, modify, or supplement previously submitted material. If

you have any questions, please contact Lindsay Guzzo at (206) 553-0268.

Sincerely,
£ 0/%,,0

Michael J. Lidgard, Manager
NPDES Permits Unit

cc: Katy McKerney, Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
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S5 T UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIONAGENCY
; ; REGION 10

1200 Sixth Avenue

Seattie, WA 9B101

M "t prre &%4‘4 .94, 00 l

Reply To

AltnOE  OW-130 HAY 1 O 2w

ﬂmouuw,
W agenct

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Gordon Williams, President —

Wards Cove Packing Company Ekug CANNERY
B8 East Hamlin Street

Seattle, Washington 98105-0030

Re: NPDES Permit No. AK-G52-0037, Notice of Coverage and Authorization to Discharge

Dear Mr. Williams:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has received and reviewed your Notice
of Intent (NO1) to be covered by the NPDES Permit AK-G52-0000, the general permit for Alaskan
seafood processing facilities. This permit was issued and became effective on July 27, 2001.
Your unique identifier under this general permit is provided above and on the enclosed title page of
the permit. Please use this designated number in any correspondence with or reporting to EPA
and the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC). Additionally, ascertain that
you have submitted a copy of your NOI to ADEC.

The permit includes an effluent treatment requirement of grinding salid seafood
processing wastes to one-half inch in all dimensions before discharge, an effluent limit of
10 million pounds of seafood processing waste residues per calendar year, a prohibition on the
discharge of petroleum, hydrocarbons, oil and grease, and a narrative limit on the violation of
Alaska Water Quality Standards (see Part 1). The permit requires that you develop and
implement a best management practices plan that controls and reduces pollutant discharges at
your site (see Part VI.A). The permit requires that you submit an annual report on seafood
processing activity, discharges, noncompliance and process changes (see Part VI.B). The permit
requires that you conduct periodic monitoring of the sea surface, seashore, and seafloor in
accordance with your type of facility (see Parts VI.C and D).

Ward Cove Packing has a requested waiver to discharge at the current reported discharge
depth of less than -10 ft MLLW due to the discharge location of a shallow tidal river. You have
reported that the facility has been on-location for decades and that there is no significant
accumulation of a waste pile. With this basis, EPA grants your request for a waiver to discharge at
a depth of less than -10 ft MLLW.

Any report of noncompliance with permit requirements is to be reported by telephone to
EPA at (206) 553-1846 and Katy McKemey of ADEC at (907) 465-56302. A copy of the enclosed
title page and this authorization letter together with the entire general NPDES permit no. AK-G8&2-
D000 must be kept at both your operations site and your business office. If you have any
questions, please call Burney Hill at (206) 553-1761 or Christina Osbormn at (206) 553-6318.

Sincerely, _
DS box
Robert R, Robichaud

Manager, NPDES Permits Unit





NPDES Permit No. AK-G52-0037

United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10
1200 Sixth Avenue, OW-130
Seattle, Washington 98101

AUTHORIZATION TO DISCHARGE UNDER THE
NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM FOR

Ekuk Fisheries LLC

In compliance with the provisions of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C.A. § 1251 et seq. (hereafter,
CWA or the Act), the owners and operators of the seafood processing facilities that are
described in Part | of this general National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
permit are authorized to discharge seafood processing wastes and the concomitant wastes set
out in Part Il of this Permit to waters of the United States, except those excluded from
authorization of discharge in Part 1l of this Permit, in accordance with effluent limitations,
monitoring requirements and other conditions set forth herein. The discharge of wastes not
spegcifically set out in Part Il of this Permit is not authorized under this Permit,

Upon the effective date of this Permit, it is the controlling document for regulation of seafood
processing wastes and other designated wastewaters in the State of Alaska discharged by
authorized facilities in accordance with this Permit.

This Permit shall become effective July 27, 2001.

This Permit and the authorization to discharge shall expire at midnight July 27, 2006.

Signed this  18th day of July, 2001.

[ s/ Randall F Smith
Randall F. Smith
Director

Office of Water

A COPY OF THIS PERMIT MUST BE KEPT AT THE FACILITY WHERE THE DISCHARGES
OCCUR.

In compliance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, 44 U.S.C. 3501 of seq., the Office of Management and Budget has approved the
colleclion of information requested In general NPDES permit no. AK-G52-0000 (OMB Control No., 2040-0004, 2040-0086 and 2040-
0110).






THE STATE Department of Environmental
oALASI/\* A Conservation
DIVISION OF WATER

Anchorage Office

GOVERNOR SEAN PARNELL
555 Cordova Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Main: 907.269.6285
Fax: 907.269.3487

September 5, 2014

Mzt. Joseph M. Kelso

Ekuk Fisheries LLLC

2442 NW Market Street #625 DEC File: 2544.54.002
Seattle, Washington 98107

Re: Ekuk Fisheries Ekuk Plant, Ekuk Fisheries LLC, APDES Permit No. AKG520037, Notice of Coverage
and Authorization to Discharge

Dear Mr. Kelso:

Permit AKG520000 became effective on July 27, 2001. On October 31, 2008, the administratively extended permit
transferred to DEC authority. Your unique identifier under this permit is provided above and on the enclosed title
page of the permit. Please use this designated number and associated DEC File number in any correspondence with
or reporting to DEC.

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has received and reviewed your updated September
7, 2012 Notice of Intent (NOI) to be covered by APDES Permit AKG520000, the general permit for Alaskan
seafood processing facilities.

Ekuk Fisheries Ekuk Plant is authorized to discharge seafood waste as specified in the September 9, 2012 Notice of Intent. The
seafood processing waste discharged shall meet all the requirements as set out in the AKG520000 general permit including Part 1. C.
Shorebased Seafood Processors.

Ekunk Fisheries Efnk Plant is authorized to discharge seafood waste at the following sites (as requested in the September 9, 2012
Notice of Intent):

Mark No. Seafood processing waste discharge location name Latitude Longitude
(Receiving Water Name or Operational Area Designation)
001 Nushagak Bay 58.816961 -158.564316

We have reviewed your application for a waiver of the depth of discharge condition of at least 60 ft. MLLW due to the discharge location
in the shallow estuary of Bristol Bay, and find it complete and persuasive. The request to discharge at a depth of -21 ft. MILLLW due to
the geographical location of the facility is approved.

We have reviewed your application for a waiver for omission of a seafloor survey due to the extreme conditions cansed by the tides and
curvents, in addition to the turbid nature of the silty water. While you have submitted information that shows your outfall is in an area
of extreme tidal movement and fast moving currents, your facility is also requesting a significant increase in the amount of solids
discharged through your outfall. In order to document that the increase in the amount of seafood processing waste discharged annnally
continues to show no significant accumnlation of solid seafood processing waste residues, ADEC denies the request for wavier to
perform a seafloor survey. DEC requires you to conduct monitoring of the seafloor as found in permit Part 1V'1.C and D.





The permit includes an effluent treatment requirement of grinding solid seafood processing wastes to one-half
inch in all dimensions before discharge, an effluent limit of 10 million pounds of seafood processing waste residues
per calendar year, a prohibition on the discharge of petroleum, hydrocarbons, oil and grease, and a narrative limit
on the violation of Alaska Water Quality Standards (see Permit Part IT). The permit requires that you develop and
implement a best management practices plan that controls and reduces pollutant discharges at your site (see
Permit Part VI.A). The permit requires that you submit an annual report on seafood processing activity,
discharges, noncompliance, and process changes (see Permit Part VI.B). The permit requires that you conduct
periodic monitoring of the sea surface, seashore, and seafloor in accordance with your type of facility (see Permit
Part VI.C and D). We ask for your careful review of the various areas throughout the State of Alaska which are
excluded from coverage by this APDES permit due to their characteristics as either special or impaired habitat.

Any reports of noncompliance with permit requirements shall be reported by telephone to DEC to the following
location:

Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Water

Compliance and Enforcement Program

555 Cordova Street

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Telephone Nationwide (877) 569-4114

In Anchorage Area/International (907)-269-4114
Fax (907) 269-4604

Email: dec-wgreporting@alaska.gov

A copy of the enclosed title page, authorization, and the APDES permit AKG520000 shall be kept at both the
facility (or onboard the vessel) and at your business office.

If you have questions about the issuance of this authorization, please contact Jackie Ebert at jackie.ebert@alaska.gov
or 907-465-5336.

If you have questions regarding compliance with any permit or authorization requirement, please contact Shilo
Williams at shilo.williams@alaska.cov or 907-465-5308 for southeast locations or Kara Kusche at
kara.kusche@alaska.cov or 907-269-7556 for all other locations.

Sincerely,

A. loze

Clnda A. Case
Seafood Permitting Program Manager
Wastewater Discharge Program

Enclosure: Authorization AKG520037

Permit ID: 768.4
Facility ID: 606.3



mailto:dec-wqreporting@alaska.gov

mailto:shilo.williams@alaska.gov
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Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Water

Authorization to Discharge

AKG520037

Submit Information to:
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
Wastewater Discharge Authorization Program
555 Cordova Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

On October 31, 2008, the State of Alaska, Department of Environmental Conservation assumed authority over this permit.

AUTHORIZATION TO DISCHARGE UNDER THE
ALASKA POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELMINATION SYSTEM FOR

Ekuk Fisheries LLC, Ekuk Plant

In compliance with the provisions of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 81251 et seq., (hereafter, CWA or the
Act), the owners and operators of the seafood processing facilities that are described in Part | of this permit are
authorized to discharge seafood processing wastes and the concomitant wastes set out in Part 1l of this permit to
waters of the United States, except those excluded from authorization of discharge in Part 11l of this permit, in
accordance with effluent limitations, monitoring requirements, and other conditions set forth herein. The discharge
of wastes not specifically set out in Part 1l of this permit is not authorized under this permit.

Upon the effective date of this permit, it is the controlling document for regulation of seafood processing wastes and other
designated wastewaters in the State of Alaska discharged by authorized facilities in accordance with this permit.

This permit is effective July 27, 2001

This permit and the authorization to discharge shall expire at midnight July 27, 2006.

SIGNATURE ON FILE December 2, 2008
Signature Date
Sharmon M. Stambaugh Program Manager
Printed Name Title

A COPY OF THIS AUTHORIZATION AND THE AKG520000 PERMIT MUST BE KEPT AT THE
FACILITY OR ONBOARD THE VESSEL WHERE THE DISCHARGES OCCUR.

Permit ID: 768.4
Facility ID: 606.3





		September 5, 2014
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		Clynda Case










CANNED RECEIVED

Se)TT Iz o
Ekuk Fisheries LLC / SEP 17 2017
2442 N W Market Street #625 Seattle WA 98107 DEC
Phone(206) 547-1074, Fax (206)547-1259 Division of Water Quality

Wastewatar Discharge Program;

Shawn Stokes

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Water

555 Cordova Street, Anchorage AK 99501

RE: Ekuk Fisheries LLC 2013 NOI
Dear Mr. Stokes

Per your request Ekuk Fisheries LLC is submitting an updated NOI. In your email dated
September 6% you stated that the last NOI you had on file was from 2006, and the estimated
amount of waste was 800,000 pounds per year. You also stated there was a mention of a 2008
NOI being submitted, but that you couldn’t find it. | have a copy of the 2008 NOI. I have copied
the copy and it is included in this correspondence to replace the lost 2008 NOI for your files. As
you will see in the 2008 NOI | requested a maximum of 2,000,000 pounds of waste. That is the
same level | requested in the 2013 NOI. The 2,000,000 pound estimate is well above any
preceding yearly waste production but well below the historical level of the facility prior to Ekuk
Fisheries operating it, and well below the General Permit level. In addition, | have included the
2012 Annual Report, that is due 2/14/2013. | thought as long as | was working on the NOI | may
as well kill two birds with one stone.

The updated and completed NOI is enclosed and includes, the BMP letter, Duplicate waiver
requests from 2006, 2007, and 2008 NOI submittals, a location map showing the context of the
location in coastal Alaska, and a bathymetric chart depicting the facility, the outfall, and the
corresponding water depths.

Thank you and best regards

st

Joseph M Kelso
Owner and General Manager
Ekuk Fisheries LLC





NOTICE OF INTENT
to be covered under
APDES GENERAL PERMIT AK-G52-0000
for
SEAFOOD PROCESSORS IN ALASKA
(See Part IV.C. of the Permit, reissued 2001)

Blease suhmit this NOl o

Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Water

555 Cordova Strest
Anchorage, AK 99501

Submittal of this document constitutes notice that the party identified in Section 1 intends to be covered by the APDES
general permit authorizing discharges from seafood processing activities in Alaska and obligates the pemmittee to
comply with the terms and conditions of the permit.

Please fill in all information. Aftach supplemental information sheets as appropriate.

SECTION 2 - OPERATOR INFORMATION (PartIV.C.2)

| SECTION 1 - PERMIT INFORMATION
APDES PERMIT NO. ADEC Numbei =
7 4352_0037 (M‘AK 1268

Company Name EKUK Fisheries LLC

Address 2442 N W Market Street #625

Phone 206-547-1074

ciystaterzip S€attle Washington 98107

Fax 208-547-1259

RepresentativerTile JOSEPh M. Kelso Owner/General Manager

E-mail Kioe15@qwestoffice.net

SECTION 3 - OWNER INFORMATION (PartIv.C3)

Owner Name JO€ Kelso

Address 2442 N W Market Street #625

Phone 206-547-1074

City/state/zip S€attle Washington 98107

£ax 206-547-1259

Representative/Titie JOS€PN M. Kelso Owner/General Manager

E-maii Kloe 156@qwestoffice.net

SECTION 4 - FACILITY or VESSEL INFORMATION (Part IV.C.4)

| Facility/Vessel Name EKUK Cannery

No of Emplovees 120

Address 202 Cannery Drive

Phone 907-236-2051-seasonal

City/Staterzip EKUK Alaska 99576

Fax 907-236-1496-seasonal

Latitude and Longitude of Discharge(s) 58.49 N; 158.33 W

Previous facility/vessel name(s) Y @rdarm Knot Fishereis-Ekuk Facility

Type of vessel N/A USCG no. N/A

Vessel length N/A

SECTION 5 - FACILITY CLASSIFICATION (Part IV.C.5; Check each that applies)

Offshore Aoating seafood processor: operating and discharging between 1 and 3 nautical mile from shore at MLLW

|| MLLW

Nearshore floating seafood processor: operating and discharging from one (1) to one half (0.5) nautical mile from shore at

(Includes vessels that meet discharge location criteria)

/ Shore-hased seafood processor: operating and discharging less than one half (0.5) nautical mile from shore at MLLW

Modified 1-25-2010 Page 10of3
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SECTION 8 - DESCRIPTION of DISCHARGES (PartIV.C.B)

Sanitary Wastes
Package Treatment Plant Municipal System
X | on-site septic system Community Septic system
USCG Approved System (MSD) Type: Capacity (gals/day):
Seafood Processing Wastes
Outfall depth: 23 # Outfall distance from shore: 300 # | Water depth at outfall: 23 fi
Vessels indicate the range of water column depths at which vessel discharges processing wastes: to fl
Grinder - Type/Name: Autio and Vaughn Grinds seafood wastes to: 1/2 inch width
Other Wastewaters (Check all that apply)
| Process disinfectants Transfer water
| Cooling water Gray water
| Boiler water Live tank water
. Cooking water Air scrubber water
Refrigerated seawater |____| Other (name):

Projected Maximum Quantity in lbs of Process Waste Solids that are Discharged

Specific Species Processed | TOTAL DAILY Amount of Solids Discharged TOTAL ANNUAL Amount of Solids Discharged
Sockeye Salmon | 150,000 bs. | 2,000,000 Ibs.
Ibs. Ibs.

Ibs. lbs.

SECTION 9 - REFUELING CAPABILITY and PROXIMITY TO FUELING STATIONS (Part VI.C.9)

Does your facility/vessel refuel fishing vessels? Yes[l No iﬂ If no, what is the location and distance to the nearest refueling
If yes, what is the capacity of your refueling tanks? station? 1 Mile

SECTION 10 - SUBMITTALS (Part IV.C.10; to be attached to this NOI) ~ * shore-based & near-shore processors only

( Letter certifying that the facility has developed and operates in accordance with a Best Management Practices Plan

/ Location Map showing the location of the facility in the context of the coastal area of Alaska *

/ Bathymetric Map of Receiving Water showing facility, outfall and water depths within one mile of the discharge *

/ Waiver Request (for seafloor survey, discharging to excluded areas (Part lILA,B,C), if applicable

SECTION 11- SIGNATURE and CERTIFICATION (PartIV.C.11)

designed to assure that qualifi rsonnel properly gathe and valuate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons
who manage the system or persons directly resporsible for gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the best of my
knowledge and belief, true, rate and complete. | anj awarp that there are significant penatties for submitting false infermation, including the

1 certify under penalty of law that this document and all af were prepared under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system
paossibility of fine and impri ment for knowing violationg.
I

Standtes M meicomeeny Qwner-Ekuk Fisheries LLC

Principal or Pa e

e Joseph M Kelso || = 9/7/2012

Modified 1-28-2010 Page 3 of 3





Ekuk Fisheries LLC

2442 N W Market Street #625 Seattle WA 98107
Phone(206) 547-1074, Fax (206)547-1259

Shawn Stokes

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Water

555 Cordova Street, Anchorage AK 99501

RE: Ekuk Fisheries LLC Best Management Practices Plan Certification Letter
Dear Mr. Stokes
This correspondence is intended to satisfy the requirement under section 10 of the Notice of

Intent form to certify that the facility has developed and operates in accordance with a Best
Management Practices Plan.

Thank you and best regards,

Joseph MUKelso
Owner and General Manager
Ekuk Fisheries LLC
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Ekuk Fisheries LLC

2442 N W Market Street #625 Seattle WA 98107
Phone(206) 547-1074, Fax (206)547-1259

Shawn Stokes

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Water

555 Cordova Street, Anchorage AK 99501

RE: Waiver request for Seafloor Survey
Dear Sir or Madam:

Ekuk Fisheries is requesting a waiver for waste discharge due to the geographical location of the
facility. Our situation is similar to a number of facilities that operate in the estuaries of Bristol
Bay in that to extend our outfall line to a depth of 60 feet MLLW is impossible. The distance of
the extension would be in excess of 2 miles across a bottomless mudflat, and through the heart
of the Nushagak Fishing District, which will obstruct the driftnet harvest. The facility is located
at Ekuk Alaska, which is on the eastern shore of Nushagak Bay, 17 miles South of Dillingham. It
is spread out for about 2 miles along a narrow gravel spit that extends from the Ekuk Bluff in
the shape of a “hook”. It lays approximately 58.814986A North Latitude and 158.557684A
West Longitude. {Sec. 12, T016S, ROS6W, Seward Meridian.) Ekuk is in the Bristol Bay
recording district. Nushagak Bay is one of a number of smaller bodies of water that are part of
Bristol Bay. As you may or may not know, Bristol Bay is a very large and shallow body of water
which experiences some of the most extreme tidal activity in the world. The tidal activity
occurs four times per day every day of the year and causes strong ocean currents that run hard
first in one direction and then in the opposite creating a constant flushing effect. As an
example, in June of this year the ebb tide flow will exceed 3 knots and high tide flow will also
run at three knots, with 20 minutes of slackwater between them. Attempting to anchor the
required amount of outfall line in that strong of a current and tide rip would be dangerous,
difficult if not futile.

While the impracticality of extending the outfall line to a 60 foot MLLW depth exists, we are not
requesting a waiver to avoid our responsibility of being good stewards of the facility and its
environment. Though our monitoring efforts and BMPs we continually operate the facility from
a proactive stance with regard to the environment, and our impact on it.

Joseph\M Kelso
d General Manager
Ekuk Fisheries LLC





Ekuk Fisheries LLC

2442 N W Market Street #625 Seattle WA 98107
Phone(206) 547-1074, Fax (206)547-1259

Shawn Stokes

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Water

555 Cordova Street, Anchorage AK 99501

RE: Waiver request for Seafloor Survey
Dear Sir or Madam:

Ekuk Fisheries is requesting a waiver for omission of a seafloor survey. The facility is located at
Ekuk Alaska. Ekuk is on the eastern shore of Nushagak Bay, 17 miles South of Dillingham. It is
spread out for about 2 miles along a narrow gravel spit that extends from the Ekuk Bluff in the
shape of a “hook”. It lays approximately 58.814986A North Latitude and 158.557684A West
Longitude. (Sec. 12, TO16S, RO56W, Seward Meridian.) Ekuk is in the Bristol Bay recording
district. Nushagak Bay is one of a number of smaller bodies of water that are part of Bristol
Bay. Asyou may or may not know, Bristol Bay is a very large and shallow body of water which
experiences some of the most extreme tidal activity in the world. The tidal activity occurs four
times per day every day of the year and causes strong ocean currents that run hard first in one
direction and then in the opposite. Due to the extreme conditions caused by the tides and
currents, coupled with the fact that the seafloor consists entirely of silt, the resulting turbidity
reduces a diver’s visibility to essentially zero.

While the impracticality of a dive survey exists, we are not requesting a waiver to avoid our
responsibility of being good stewards of the facility and its environment. Though our
monitoring efforts and BMPs we continually operate the facility from a proactive stance with
regard to the environment, and our impact on it.

Josep/M Kelso
Owner and General Manager
Ekuk Fisheries LLC












