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THE STATE Department of Environmental

OfALASKA Conservation

DIVISION OF WATER
Anchorage Office

GOVERNOR SEAN PARNELL
555 Cordova Street

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Main: 907.269.6285

Fax: 907.269.3487

July 26, 2012

Mr. Reese Huhta DEC File:630.54.001
Southern Operations Manager

420 L Street Suite 310

Anchorage, AK 99501

Re: Norton Sound Seafood Products Unalakleet Plant, APDES Permit No. AKG520508, Notice of
Coverage and Authorization to Discharge

Dear Mr. Huhta:

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has received and reviewed your updated June 25,
2012 Notice of Intent (NOI) to be covered by APDES Permit AKG520000, the general permit for Alaskan seafood
processing facilities. This permit was issued and became effective on July 27, 2001. On October 31, 2008, the
administratively extended permit transferred to DEC authority. Your unique identifier under this permit is provided
above and on the enclosed title page of the permit. Please use this designated number and associated DEC File
number in any correspondence with or reporting to DEC.

Norton Sound Economic Development Corporation is anthoriged to discharge seafood waste as specified in the June 25, 2012 Notice of

Intent. The seafood processing waste discharged shall meet all the requirements as set out in the AKG520000 general permit including
Part 1. C. Shorebased Seafood Processors.

The department has both an informal review process and a formal administrative appeal process for final APDES
permit decisions. An informal review request must be delivered with 15 days after receiving the department’s
decision to the Director of Water at the following address

Director of Water

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
555 Cordova Street

Anchorage, AK, 99501

Interested persons can review 18 AAC 15.185 for the procedures and substantive requirements regarding a request

for an informal department review. See http://www.dec.state.ak.us/commish /ReviewGuidance.htm for

information regarding appeals of department decisions.

The permit includes an effluent treatment requirement of grinding solid seafood processing wastes to one-half
inch in all dimensions before discharge, an effluent limit of 10 million pounds of seafood processing waste residues
per calendar year, a prohibition on the discharge of petroleum, hydrocarbons, oil and grease, and a narrative limit
on the violation of Alaska Water Quality Standards (see Permit Part IT). The permit requires that you develop and
implement a best management practices plan that controls and reduces pollutant discharges at your site (see
Permit Part VI.A). The permit requires that you submit an annual report on seafood processing activity,
discharges, noncompliance, and process changes (see Permit Part VI.B).The permit requires that you conduct

periodic monitoring of the sea surface, seashore, and seafloor in accordance with your type of facility (see Permit
Part VI.C and D).



http://www.dec.state.ak.us/commish/ReviewGuidance.htm�



We ask for your careful review of the various areas throughout the State of Alaska which are excluded from
coverage by this APDES permit due to their characteristics as either special or impaired habitat.

Any reports of noncompliance with permit requirements shall be reported by telephone to DEC to the following
location:

Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Water

Compliance and Enforcement Program

555 Cordova Street

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Telephone Nationwide (877) 569-4114

In Anchorage Area/International (907)-269-4114
Fax (907) 269-4604

Email: dec-wgreporting@alaska.gov

A copy of the enclosed title page, this authorization, and the APDES permit AKG520000 shall be kept at both the
facility and at your business office.

An adjudicatory hearing request must be delivered to the Commissioner of the Department within 30 days of the
permit decision or a decision issued under the informal review process, whichever is later. An adjudicatory hearing
will be conducted by an administrative law judge in the Office of Administrative Hearings within the Department of
Administration. A written request for an adjudicatory hearing shall be delivered to the Commissioner at the
following address

Commissioner

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
410 Willoughby Avenue, Suite 303

Juneau, AK 99811-1800

Interested persons can review 18 AAC 15.200 for the procedures and substantive requirements regarding a request
for an adjudicatory hearing. See http://www.dec.state.ak.us/commish /ReviewGuidance.htm for information
regarding appeals of Department decisions.

If you have questions about the issuance of this authorization, please contact Fran Roche at fran.roche(@alaska.gov
or 907-465-5320.

If you have questions regarding compliance with any permit or authorization requirement, please contact Honor
Carpenter at honor.carpenter@alaska.gov or 907-465-5276 for southeast locations or Kara Kusche at
kara.kusche@alaska.gov or 907-269-7556 for all other locations.

Sincerely,

b

Shawn Stokes
Program Manager
Wastewater Discharge Program

Enclosure: Authorization AKG520508

Permit ID 3516.2
Facility ID 618.2
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Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Water

Authorization to Discharge

AKG520508

Submit Information to:
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
Wastewater Discharge Authorization Program
555 Cordova Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

On October 31, 2008, the State of Alaska, Department of Environmental Conservation assumed authority over this permit.

AUTHORIZATION TO DISCHARGE UNDER THE
ALASKA POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELMINATION SYSTEM FOR

Norton Sound Seafood Products Unalakleet Plant

In compliance with the provisions of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 81251 et seq., (hereafter, CWA or the Act),
the owners and operators of the seafood processing facilities that are described in Part | of this permit are
authorized to discharge seafood processing wastes and the concomitant wastes set out in Part Il of this permit to
waters of the United States, except those excluded from authorization of discharge in Part 11l of this permit, in
accordance with effluent limitations, monitoring requirements, and other conditions set forth herein. The discharge
of wastes not specifically set out in Part Il of this permit is not authorized under this permit.

Upon the effective date of this permit, it is the controlling document for regulation of seafood processing wastes and other
designated wastewaters in the State of Alaska discharged by authorized facilities in accordance with this permit.

This permit is effective July 27, 2001

This permit and the authorization to discharge shall expire at midnight July 27, 2006.

SIGNATURE ON FILE December 2, 2008
Signature Date
Sharmon M. Stambaugh Program Manager
Printed Name Title

A COPY OF THIS GENERAL PERMIT MUST BE KEPT AT THE FACILITY WHERE THE
DISCHARGES OCCUR.

Permit ID 3516.2
Facility ID 618.2
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Reply to
Attn Off OWW-130
. EUGENE ASISKSIK
NORTON SOUND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
420 L ST, STE 310

ANCHORAGE, AK 99501

Re:  Renewal of National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit
Facility Name, NPDES Permit No.: AKG520508

Dear Permittee:

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) received the above referenced
NPDES Notice of Intent to be covered under the Alaska Seafood Processors General
Permit and supplemental materials. We have determined your application to be timely
and complete. According to federal regulation 40 CFR 122.6(a), when a timely and
complete application is received by EPA, and, through no fault of the permittee, EPA
does not reissue a new permit prior to the expiration date of the existing permit, then the
permit remains fully effective and enforceable. Accordingly, NPDES permit
AKG520508 for NORTON SOUND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION,
will be administratively extended.

Please note that EPA may request additional information during the development

of the draft permit to clarify, modify, or supplement previously submitted material, If
you have any questions, please contact Lindsay Guzzo at (206) 553-0268.

Sincerely,

Michael J. Lidgard, Manager
NPDES Permits Unit

cc: Katy McKerney, Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
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Attn Of.  OWW-130
CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Eugene Asisksik

Norton Sound Economic Development Corporation
420 L Street, Suite 310

Anchorage, AK 99501

Re: NPDES Permit No. AK-G52-0508, Notice of Coverage and Authorization to Discharge
Dear Mr. Asisksik:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has received and reviewed your Notice of Intent
(NO}) to be covered by the NPDES Permit AK-G52-0000, the general permit for Alaskan seafood processing
facilities. This permit was issued and became effective on July 27, 2001. Your unique identifier under this
general permit is provided above and on the enclosed title page of the permit. Please use this designated
“number in any correspondence with or reporting to EPA and the Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation (ADEC). Additionally, ascertain that you have submitted a copy of your NOI to ADEC.

The perm:t includes an effluent treatment requirement of grinding solid seafood processing wastes
to one-half inch in all dimensions before discharge, an effluent limit of 10 million pounds of seafood
processing waste residues per calendar year, a prohibition on the discharge of petroleum, hydrocarbons,
oil and grease, and a narrative limit on the violation of Alaska Water Quality Standards (see Part II). The
permit requires that you develop and implement a best management practices plan that controls and
reduces pollutant discharges at your site (see Part VI.A). The permit requires that you submit an annual
report on seafood processing activity, discharges, noncompliance and process changes (see Part VI.B).
The permit requires that you conduct periodic monitoring of the sea surface, seashore, and seafloor in
accordance with your type of facility (see Parts VI.C and D). ‘

We ask for your careful review of the various areas throughout the State of Alaska which are
excluded from coverage by this NPDES general permit due to their characteristics as either special or
impaired habitat. At this time your waiver requests to discharge to a river, and to discharge to waters less
than 60’ MLLW have been denied. More information is still needed in order to approve these waivers.

Any report of noncompliance with bermit requirements is to be reported by telephone to EPA at (206)
553-1846 and Katy McKerney of ADEC at (907) 465-5302.

A copy of the enclosed title page and this authorization letter together with the entire general
NPDES permit no. AK-G52-0000 must be kept at both your operations site and your business office. If you
have any questions, please call Lindsay Guzzo at (206) 553-0268 or Tara Martich at (907) 271-6592.

Sincerely,

AL A

Michael Lidgard
Manager, NPDES Permits Unit
Enclosure

10cS





NPDES Permit No. AK-G52-0508

United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10
1200 Sixth Avenue, OW-130
Seattle, Washington 98101

‘ AUTHORIZATION TO DISCHARGE UNDER THE
NATIONAL POLLUTANT.DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM FOR

Norton Sound Economic Developmeht Corporation
Norton Sound Seafood Products - Unalakleet

In compliance with the provisions of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C.A. § 1251 et seq. (hereafter,
CWA or the Act), the owners and operators of the seafood processing facilities that are
described in Part | of this general National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
permit are authorized to discharge seafood processing wastes and the concomitant wastes set
out in Part Il of this Permit to waters of the United States, except those excluded from
authorization of discharge in Part lil of this Permit, in accordance with effluent limitations,
monitoring requirements and other conditions set forth herein. The discharge of wastes not
specifically set out in Part Il of this Permit is not authorized under this Permit.

Upon the effective date of this Permit, it is the controlling document for regulation of seafood
processing wastes and other designated wastewaters in the State of Alaska discharged by
authorized facilities in accordance with this Permit.

This Permit shall become effective July 27, 2001.

This Permit and the authorization to discharge shall expire at midnight July 27, 2006.
Signed this 18th  day of July, 2001.

/ s/ Randall F Smith
Randall F. Smith
Director

Office of Water

A COPY OF THIS PERMIT MUST BE KEPT AT THE FACILITY WHERE THE DISCHARGES OCCUR.

In compliance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq., the Office of Management and Budget has approved the collection of
information requested in general NPDES permit no. AK-G52-0000 (OMB Control No. 2040-0004, 2040-0086 and 2040-0110).
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Reply to
Attn Of: OWW-130

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Eugene Asisksik

Norton Sound Economic Development Corporation
420 L Street, Suite 310

Anchorage, AK 99501

Re: Request for Waiver - AKGE520508
Dear Mr. Asisksik:

By this letter, EPA hereby grants your request for Norton
Sound Economic Development Corporation, to discharge to the
Unalakleet River at a depth of less than 60 feet MLLW, at
your Unalakleet facility. All other reporting and
monitoring must still be completed. If for some reason in
the future, evidence is presented that shows that Alaska
Water Quality Standards are being violated as a result of
this waiver, then EPA reserves the right to withdraw this
waiver.

If you have any questions please contact Lindsay Guzzo at
(206)553-0268 or guzzo.lindsay@epa.gov.

Sincerely,

Michael Lidga%éi Manager
Office of Water and Watersheds

cc: Katy McKerney, ADEC
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NOTICE OF INTENT o

to be covered under
APDES GENERAL PERMIT AK-G52-0000
for

SEAFOOD PROCESSORS IN ALASKA
See Pa V.C. of the Permit rei sued 200

Submittal of this document constitutes notice that the party identified in Section 1 intends to be covered by the APDES
general permit authorizing discharges from seafood processing activities in Alaska and obligates the permittee to
comply with the terms and conditions of the permiit.

Please fill in all information. Attach supplemental information sheets as appropriate.

owner Name NOrton Sound Economic Development Corporation
Address 420 L Street - Suite 310
ci /stateizi Anchorage, AK 99501
e-maijdivanoff@nsedc.com

Norton Sound Seafood Products - Unalakleet Fish Plant
Address P-O. Box 323

Offshore floatin seafood rocessor: o eratin and dischar in between 1 and 3 nautical mile from shore at MLLW

Modified 1-29 2010 Page 10f 3
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SECTION 8 - DESCRIPTION of DISCHARGES (Part IV.C.8)

Sanitary Wastes
Package Treatment Plant X Municipal System
On-site septic system Community Septic system
USCG Approved System (MSD) Type: Capacity (gais/day):

Seafood Processing Wastes

Outfall depth: 16 & Outfall distance from shore: 40 . Water depth at outfall: 16 ft.
Vessels indicate the range of water column depths at which vessel discharges processing wastes: to ft.
Grinder - Type/Name: Auto Mdl. 601 Low Prd. Grinds seafood wastes to: 3/8 inch width
Other Wastewaters (Check all that apply)
| Process disinfectants Transfer water

Cooling water Gray water

Boiler water Live tank water

Cooking water Air scrubber water

Refrigerated seawater I:' Other (name):

Projected Maximum Quantity in Ibs of Process Waste Solids that are Discharged

Specific Species Processed | TOTAL DAILY Amount of Solids Discharged TOTAL ANNUAL Amount of Solids Discharged
Salmon 4,500 Ibs. 405,000 Ibs.

Ibs. Ibs.

Ibs. Ibs.

SECTION 9 - REFUELING CAPABILITY and PROXIMITY TO FUELING STATIONS (Part VI.C.9)

Does your facility/vessel refuel fishing vessels? Yesl:l No i'

If no, what is the location and distance to the nearest refueling
If yes, what is the capacity of your refueling tanks?

station? 1/2 Mile or Fuel Truck at Dock

SECTION 10 - SUBMITTALS (Part IV.C.10; to be attached to this NOI)  * shore-based & near-shore processors only

/ II Letter certifying that the facility has developed and operates in accordance with a Best Management Practices Plan

/ Location Map showing the location of the facility in the context of the coastal area of Alaska *

/ Bathymetric Map of Receiving Water showing facility, outfall and water depths within one mile of the discharge *

Waiver Request (for seafloor survey, discharging to excluded areas (Part IIl.A,B,C), if applicable

SECTION 11- SIGNATURE and CERTIFICATION (Part IV.C.11)

I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system
deslgned to assure that qualified personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons
who manage the system or those persons directly responsible for gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the best of my
knowledge and belief, frue, accurate, and complete. | am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the
possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.

Signature “7% W Tile/lCompany Southern Operations Manager/NSSP
Principal or Partner 1

e Reese Huhta ¢ June 15, 2012

Modified 1-29-2010 Page 3of 3





Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Water Compliance and Enforvement Program
555 Cordova Street

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Mr. Shawn Stokes,

Norton Sound Seafood Products (NSSP) operates a salmon processing plant in Unalakleet,
Alaska. A 6” PVC outfall line (40’) is connected each season to the shoreside pipe running from the
plant. This outfall line is removed at the end of each season (Sept.) so winter river shorefast and flow ice
doesn’t destroy the line.

The MLW depth at the end of the outfall pipe is 16ft. The deposit zone is surveyed each year and
no discharge build-up has been found. The river current and tidal currents, as well as winter ice break-up
rids the deposit zone of any accumulated discharge. Discharge waste has never been observed at the
end of the outfall.

Please find enclosed detailed vicinity maps for the outfall location in Unalakleet.
Please include this document with our discharge permit renewal application, 2012 Notice of Intent,

Annual Report for year 2011, and supporting materials.
Unalakleet Plant, AK G52-0508-AK 511

Thank You,

uhta/Southern Operations Manager
Norton Sound Seafood Products
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NORTON SOUND SEAFOODS  NORTON SOUND SEAFOODS  Phone 907-624-3807

PO BOX 323

NORTON SOUND, SKA  SEATTLE WA g8198

Fax 907-624-3808

JUNE 2011

NORTON SOUND SEAFOODS

DIVE SURVEY REPORT

LEAD DIVER Tim Jewell

JUNE 18, 2011





Executive Summary

At the request of NSEDC, Enviro-Tech Diving Inc. performed a dive survey at the
Norton Sound Seafoods plant located at the mouth of the Unalakleet River

Unalakleet, Alaska at position 63°.871276 North, 160°.784419 West (Diagram 1, p.
2)

gV -

'

This outfall is removed every year due to ice scour, however the pipe extends from

the shore 40' and terminates at position 63°.871369 North, 160°.783725 West
(Diagram 2, p. 2)





The discharge area is subject to strong currents from tidal changes coupled with river
flows. This coupled with heavy ice conditions during the winter continually scour the
bottom at the discharge point The water depth is very shallow and at the discharge
point. There is little tidal current data available for this area, however past studies
indicate tidal currents up to 0.97 kts.

Examination of the bottom revealed that there was no observable impact. No
processing waste of any kind was observed and no marine debris was seen on the
bottom. Given the strong currents any particulate from processing would be
immediately dispersed. '





DIVER OBSERVATIONS

The ouitfall line from the NSEDC Unalakleet plant extends from the base of the
gabion basket wall to the east of the processing plant (Diagram 3, p.xx xx). The pipe
is removed every fall to prevent damage due to ice in the river. The 40 ' outfall is soft
coupled to this pipe and extended in a due East direction.
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The outfall if installed would terminate in -7' MLLW. The current is strong during the
both the ebb and flood tides and a constant river flow even during slack tide. The
bottom substrate is a small rock cobble with a layer of silt on top. Visibility is limited
to less than 10 feet. The diver examined the area at the termination in all four





directions and found no waste present. Further the diver performed a 50' circle
search to ensure no waste was present either up or down stream. At the discharge
site the diver took 5 scaled pictures even though no waste was present and these
pictures can be view in the section labeled scaled pictures later in this report.

Conclusions

The discharge areas constant current flow will continue to disperse any seafood
processing byproduct in the area. The increase current flows during the ebb tides will
further aid in dispersion. Since the area is regularly scoured by ice and the
seasonality of processing operations make any buildup of waste in highly unlikely





METHODOLOGY

SURVEY METHODOLOGY DESCRIPTION

This survey was conducted using the Alaska General Permit, seafloor monitoring
“Tier 1" monitoring parameters. One transect was extended in a due east (magnetic)
starting 40’ before the outfall terminus (base of wall) and extending 400’ in front of the
outfall. The second transect was extended 40’ to both the north and south (magnetic)
direction (80’ total) 90° from the first transect (Diagram 4, p. 6)

PLANT

g

Water depths were taken by the diver from a UATEC SMART PRO dive computer
(Diagram 5, p. 7). Waste depth was taken with a hollow slotted PVVC probe marked
every tenth of a foot for measuring purposes. The probes construction ensured the
diver could effectively examine the substrate and determine waste content. Closer
additional data points were taken in areas marked by greater topographic anomalies.
This was done at the diver's discretion depending on the waste present and the
extremity of the irregularity. Upon completion of each dive, divers immediately and
extensively debriefed on observations made during the dive.





Scaled still pictures were taken at five different locations in the immediate area of the
outfall terminus, and these pictures can be reviewed under the section labeled scaled
pictures in this report. Please note that the bottom depths may vary slightly due to
the rounding off of tidal range to the nearest foot and the ability of the diver's
computer to measure depth to an accuracy of +/- 1.0 foot. These depths may vary
from the bathymetric survey depths due to the following conditions:

1. Divers rounded tidal differences to the % hour.

2. Divers convert depths off tidal predictions for Unalakleet and not the actual
tide present at the outfall site.

3. Dive computers cannot compensate for swell and wave conditions.





SCALED PICTURES

PERMIT REQUIRED PICTURES
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420 L Street
Anchorage, Alaska
99501

(907) 274-2248 phone
(907) 274-2249 fax

Memo

To: State of Alaska Departm n  Environmental Conservation
From: Reese Huhta

cc: File

Date: June 1, 201

Re: Sea Surface and Shoreline Monitoring

A Sea Surface and Shoreline Monitoring Program was conducted at the Unalakleet Fish Plant
during 2011. There were seventy-eight processing days, and each day the shoreline and water
surface were inspected for compliance with mixing zones and with applicable water quality
standards. Floating solids, debris, foam and scum did not cause a film, sheen or discoloration
on the surface of e water or cause a sludge, solid or emulsion to be deposited upon
adjoining shorelines within 100 feet of the seaward physical boundary of the facility.

No Steller's sea lion (Eumetopiasjubatus), Stelle 's eider (Polysticta stellert), spectacled eider
(Somateria fisheri), or short-tailed albatross (Phoebastria albatrus) where seen, either living
dead or injured.

Quality Control personnel under the direction of the manager of the Unalakleet Fish Plant
conducted this survey. This survey was conducted by staff walking to the water’s edge
adjacent to the outfall, and looking for any unusual incidents. Daily observation logs are kept
at the Unalakleet Fish Plant. Observations are made by production and dock workers (as our
discharge pipe is adjacent to our dock and is staffed 24 hours per day during production).
Grab samples are obtained with the use of a skiff, and all sampling failed to produce evidence
of the deposition of fish waste.

Enviro-tech Diving, Inc., also conducts annual dive surveys of our dock and discharge area.
The diver confirms that no accumulation is occurring. Please refer to the attached report. 1
can be contacted at (907)624-3014, reese@nsede.com, or by mail at Norton Sound Seafood
Products, Box 323, Unalakleet, Alaska 99684.






420 L Street
Anchorage, Alaska
99501

(907) 274-2248 phone
(907) 274-2249 fax

Memo

To: State of Alaska Departme tof E vironmental Conservation
From: Reese Huhta

ccC: File
Date: June 1, 2012
Re: Best Management Practices Plan Certification

On 92 72Zorz a meeting was held by pho e to discuss the orton Sou d
Economic De elopment Corporation/ Southern Norton Sound Best Management P an.
Present where Reese Huhta and Frank Doty. ltems covered where'

Outfall and grinder

Chemicals

Trash

Train'ng

Sea surface and shoreline monitoring

Sea floor monitoring

. Reporting requirements

We discussed the grinding of outfall waste and the addition of a new Autio 801 Grinder on
our production line. The new grinder may reduce discharge, as we plan on producing
additional bait and products from fish by-products (capturing more value and reducing
waste) We concluded that waste is adequately reduced to acceptable limits. We will
continue to emphasize proper handling of chemicals and ensure they are put away after use.
Trash is disposed of properly and prevented from entering wa erways. We will train our staff
in monitoring requirements and will train them on collecting observations with a digital
camera.

NOOAWON

| certify that the Best Management Plan for the Norton Sound Seafood Unalakleet plant has
been reviewed and revised-as-needed.





