PROTECT OUR COMMUNITY

===

RESPECT YOUR
PUBLIC WATER SYSTIEM



Water, You Can’t Go a Day Without |




Seward Public Water System
Serves YOU!




How Does the System Provide Water?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
NO NEED TO GET INTO THE SPECIFIC PROCESS OF HOW FINISHED WATER IS MADE & DISTRIBUTED. JUST HIGHLIGHT THE FACT THAT THERE ARE MANY STRUCTURES  INVOLVED, AND EACH STRUCTURE IS VITAL AND NEEDS TO BE RESPECTED!


Protect & Respect These Structures

Observe signs and do not trespass!

TAMPERING WITH
By 4 THIS FAGILITY
= s A FEDERAL
OFFENSE
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Protect & Respect These Structures

Do not hang out ON or
in the immediate
vicinity of:

Storage tanks
Wells
Treatment plant




Protect & Respect These Structures

Report Suspicious
Behavior

Vandalism
Graffiti
Tampering




What Happens When a Water

System is Tampered With?

Considered a contamination THREAT
Trespassing, Vandalism, etc.

Taken EXTREMELY seriously; MUST be

investigated by law enforcement & many
other agencies

Deliberate contamination of a water system

Is a significant public health concern for the
entire community!



Case Study — Jamestown, Wyoming

Two boys played on water tower — created a

suspicious scene = considered a potential
contamination THREAT

Ignored signs
Trespassed
Tampered with the structure


Presenter
Presentation Notes
READ or PARAPHRASE  BELOW STORY; HIGHLIGHT TAKE-AWAY POINTS LISTED ON SLIDES

“Local youths admit to tampering with water tank.” – April 2010, Wyoming

An employee of the Jamestown-Rio Vista Water and Sewer District reported to the sheriff’s office April 9 that he had noticed a rope hanging from the ladder of a 200,000 gallon-capacity water tank.  The employee climbed the ladder of the 25-foot-tall tank, cut the rope, checked the tank’s hatch and notified authorities.  

An undersheriff said a detective followed up information that led her to two male juveniles, who she interviewed April 14. The boys told the detective that they were out four-wheeling in the area Saturday [April 4] and went to the tank. They climbed to the top of the tank’s ladder, attached a rope they had with them on one of the four-wheelers and began swinging from it. The boys reported that they looked into the tank from the top hatch, which they said was not locked. Both denied putting anything into the tank, which is consistent with the results of the tests facilitated by the Environmental Protection Agency and the County Health Department, which indicated the water is safe to drink. The undersheriff noted that there is a distinctive “Keep Out” sign posted at the base of the tank’s ladder. The sheriff’s office reports will be forwarded to the County Attorney’s Office for consideration of charges. 


Case Study — Jamestown, Wyoming

Substantial time, money, & personnel
exerted to resolve threat
Agencies Involved:
Local & County Law Enforcement
Local & County Health Department

Federal Environmental Protection Agency
County Attorney’s Office

Huge consequences that could have been
easily avoided



Legal Consequences

Recently, tampering with a public water
system was elevated to a federal offense,
punishable by:

- Fines up to $1 Million
- 20 Years in Prison

(US CODETitle 42, Section 300i-1)



Take Home Message

Respect & Obey Signage

Do not hang out ON or in the immediate
vicinity of storage tanks, wells, or treatment
plants

Evidence of tampering is taken EXTREMELY
seriously; MUST be investigated by law
enforcement & many other agencies
Substantial time, money, & personnel
exerted to resolve threats
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