
Groundwater: Water that is under the surface of the ground. 
Contaminant: Something that can contaminate the water, such as a chemical or bacteria and can possibly make people sick 
Water treatment: A process that purifies the water and makes it safe to drink. Generally treatment includes filters, chemical 
disinfection, UV light, aeration, or a combination of some or all. 
Public water system: A water system that is regulated by the State of Alaska and the federal government 
Distribution system: A system that is comprised of pipes, pumps, valves, and treatment facilities. It brings water to cities,  
businesses, and homes. 
Waterborne illnesses: Illnesses that you can get some unclean  drinking water, typically from microorganisms such as Crypto- 
sporidium Giardia, and others. 
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