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What we will learn about today...

• Section of Epidemiology Overview

• Reporting requirements

• Epi and Public Health Investigation Process

• Multistate outbreaks

• Resources



“Epidemiology is the method used to find the causes of 
health outcomes and diseases in populations...” 

Principles of Epidemiology, 3rd Edition

What is Epidemiology?

https://www.cdc.gov/csels/dsepd/ss1978/index.html


1. Chronic Disease Prevention & Health Promotion
2. Epidemiology
3. Health Analytics and Vital Records
4. Laboratories
5. Public Health Nursing
6. Rural and Community Health Systems
7. State Medical Examiner
8. Women’s, Children’s  & Family Health 

Alaska Division of Public Health
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What is Reportable? 

• Communicable diseases
• Injuries
• Environmental, 

Occupational, and Other 
Health Hazards

• Laboratories
• Providers
• Public Health Nurses
• Other Health Depts

Who Reports? 



Why is reporting important?

•Rapidly investigate and institute control measures to 
prevent additional morbidity and mortality, and to track 
disease trends statewide

•Planning and evaluation of disease prevention and control 
programs

•Assists in resource allocation 

•Assures appropriate medical therapy

•Detects common-source outbreaks so interventions can 
be applied



Urgent diseases 
that require 
immediate 
reporting

These ARE public health emergencies

What are Public Health Emergencies? 



Amnestic shellfish intoxication 
Brucellosis   
Campylobacteriosis  
Ciguatera fish poisoning  
Cryptosporidiosis   
Cyclosporiasis   
Diphyllobothriasis   
Echinococcosis  
Giardiasis
Hepatitis A

Mandatory Reportable Foodborne & 
Waterborne Illnesses

Public Health EMERGENCIES: Botulism, Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning, or ANY outbreaks of 
illness (Norovirus or unknown GI illnesses)

Leptospirosis
Listeriosis
Shiga toxin producing E. Coli
Scombroid fish poisoning
Salmonellosis
Shigellosis
Trichinosis
Typhoid Fever
Vibriosis
Yersiniosis



Voluntary Reporting of Food and Waterborne 
Illnesses  

Food Poisoning/Suspected Foodborne illness with unknown 
etiology. This is not a provider or lab reporting but individuals who 
have gotten ill or had exposures to ill people. 

Community members are welcome to report and it is voluntary. 

Not directly reported to Epi generally. Information is through 
partnerships with:
• SOA-Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
• AHD-Environmental Health- Food Safety & Sanitation Program



If an illness occurs in the 
STATE...anywhere OTHER 

than Anchorage.

Volunteer Reporting can 
be done online or through 

the YUCK phone line. 

Statewide



If illness occurs in the 
Municipality of 

Anchorage.

Volunteer Reporting can 
be done online at the 

Anchorage Muni website 
or through the YUCK 

phone line. 

Anchorage



Foodborne Illness Detection



Report Review Request Record Return Reflect

Case Investigation Process



Report Review Request Record Return Reflect

Reportable condition 
reported to Section of 
Epidemiology (SOE)

Case Investigation Process



Report Review Request Record Return Reflect

SOE receives, reviews, 
and determines case 
status 

Case Investigation Process



Report Review Request Record Return Reflect

SOE email a request/report 
to the SOPHN leads in the 
patient’s community of 
residence. 

Case Investigation Process





Report Review Request Record Return Reflect

Public Health Nurse 
assigned and 
attempts to 
interview patient

Case Investigation Process



Report Review Request Record Return Reflect

Returns interview to 
SOE for review and final 
case determination

Case Investigation Process



Report Review Request Record Return Reflect

Case Investigation Process

SOE looks for links 
and/or notifies 
other needed 
departments



Items of 
Epidemiological 
Importance 

• Verify the diagnosis/lab

• Determine if this is a public health 
emergent/urgent illness that 
requires immediate action.

• Evaluate the extent of illness

• Implement prevention and control 
measures 

• Identify special circumstances



Disease Specific
Investigation
Questionnaires



Disease Specific
Investigation
Questionnaires



Vibrio Questionnaire
Salmonellosis Fact Sheet

Disease-specific reporting
Salmonella Questionnaire



Partnerships in Foodborne Illness Investigations



2019 2020 2021 2022

Shiga toxin-producing 
E. coli (STEC)

6 8 11 12

Listeria 1 2 1 1

Salmonellosis 75 54 20 56

Shigella 7 2 4 7

Campylobacter 128 114 91 140

Vibrio 6 3 7 8

Botulism 1 0 5 3

Alaska Foodborne Illness Case Counts



Multistate Outbreaks

CDC coordinates investigations during 

multistate foodborne outbreaks.

A multistate foodborne outbreak happens 

when two or more people from several 

states get the same illness from the same 

contaminated food or drink.



Multistate Outbreaks
2023 Salmonella Outbreak Linked to Cantaloupes



State of Alaska website, https://health.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/Pages/default.aspx

Conditions Reportable to Public Health Manual. Alaska Division of Public Health, Revised 2018, pages 
6-8 and 21. https://health.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/Documents/pubs/conditions/ConditionsReportable.pdf

Updated Public Health Reporting Requirements 2023. Alaska Division of Public Health
https://epi.alaska.gov/bulletins/docs/b2023_15.pdf 

Anchorage Health Department website, 
https://www.muni.org/Departments/health/Admin/environment/Pages/default.aspx

State of Alaska, Botulism Guide to Providers November 2017: 
https://health.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/id/SiteAssets/Pages/Botulism/Monograph.pdf

Alaska Public Health labs: https://health.alaska.gov/dph/labs/pages/default.aspx

Resources and Links

https://health.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/Pages/default.aspx
https://health.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/Documents/pubs/conditions/ConditionsReportable.pdf
https://epi.alaska.gov/bulletins/docs/b2023_15.pdf
https://www.muni.org/Departments/health/Admin/environment/Pages/default.aspx
https://health.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/id/SiteAssets/Pages/Botulism/Monograph.pdf
https://health.alaska.gov/dph/labs/pages/default.aspx
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