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proposed transportation investment extends across the boundaries of more
than one MPA. If any part of the urbanized area is a nonattainment or
maintenance area, the agreement also
shall include State and local air quality agencies. The metropolitan transportation planning processes for affected MPOs should, to the maximum
extent possible, reflect coordinated
data collection, analysis, and planning
assumptions across the MPAs. Alternatively, a single metropolitan transportation plan and/or TIP for the entire urbanized area may be developed
jointly by the MPOs in cooperation
with their respective planning partners. Coordination efforts and outcomes shall be documented in subsequent transmittals of the UPWP and
other planning products, including the
metropolitan transportation plan and
TIP, to the State(s), the FHWA, and
the FTA.
(e) Where the boundaries of the urbanized area or MPA extend across two
or more States, the Governors with responsibility for a portion of the
multistate
area,
the
appropriate
MPO(s), and the public transportation
operator(s) shall coordinate transportation
planning
for
the
entire
multistate area. States involved in
such multistate transportation planning may:
(1) Enter into agreements or compacts, not in conflict with any law of
the United States, for cooperative efforts and mutual assistance in support
of activities authorized under this section as the activities pertain to interstate areas and localities within the
States; and
(2) Establish such agencies, joint or
otherwise, as the States may determine desirable for making the agreements and compacts effective.
(f) If part of an urbanized area that
has been designated as a TMA overlaps
into an adjacent MPA serving an urbanized area that is not designated as a
TMA, the adjacent urbanized area shall
not be treated as a TMA. However, a
written agreement shall be established
between the MPOs with MPA boundaries including a portion of the TMA,
which clearly identifies the roles and
responsibilities of each MPO in meeting specific TMA requirements (e.g.,

congestion management process, Surface Transportation Program funds
suballocated to the urbanized area over
200,000 population, and project selection).
§ 450.316 Interested parties, participation, and consultation.
(a) The MPO shall develop and use a
documented participation plan that defines a process for providing citizens,
affected public agencies, representatives of public transportation employees, freight shippers, providers of
freight transportation services, private
providers of transportation, representatives of users of public transportation,
representatives of users of pedestrian
walkways and bicycle transportation
facilities, representatives of the disabled, and other interested parties with
reasonable opportunities to be involved
in the metropolitan transportation
planning process.
(1) The participation plan shall be developed by the MPO in consultation
with all interested parties and shall, at
a minimum, describe explicit procedures, strategies, and desired outcomes
for:
(i) Providing adequate public notice
of public participation activities and
time for public review and comment at
key decision points, including but not
limited to a reasonable opportunity to
comment on the proposed metropolitan
transportation plan and the TIP;
(ii) Providing timely notice and reasonable access to information about
transportation issues and processes;
(iii) Employing visualization techniques to describe metropolitan transportation plans and TIPs;
(iv) Making public information (technical information and meeting notices)
available in electronically accessible
formats and means, such as the World
Wide Web;
(v) Holding any public meetings at
convenient and accessible locations
and times;
(vi) Demonstrating explicit consideration and response to public input received during the development of the
metropolitan transportation plan and
the TIP;
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(vii) Seeking out and considering the
needs of those traditionally underserved by existing transportation systems, such as low-income and minority
households, who may face challenges
accessing employment and other services;
(viii) Providing an additional opportunity for public comment, if the final
metropolitan transportation plan or
TIP differs significantly from the
version that was made available for
public comment by the MPO and raises
new material issues which interested
parties could not reasonably have foreseen from the public involvement efforts;
(ix) Coordinating with the statewide
transportation planning public involvement and consultation processes under
subpart B of this part; and
(x) Periodically reviewing the effectiveness of the procedures and strategies contained in the participation plan
to ensure a full and open participation
process.
(2) When significant written and oral
comments are received on the draft
metropolitan transportation plan and
TIP (including the financial plans) as a
result of the participation process in
this section or the interagency consultation process required under the
EPA transportation conformity regulations (40 CFR part 93), a summary,
analysis, and report on the disposition
of comments shall be made as part of
the final metropolitan transportation
plan and TIP.
(3) A minimum public comment period of 45 calendar days shall be provided before the initial or revised participation plan is adopted by the MPO.
Copies of the approved participation
plan shall be provided to the FHWA
and the FTA for informational purposes and shall be posted on the World
Wide Web, to the maximum extent
practicable.
(b) In developing metropolitan transportation plans and TIPs, the MPO
should consult with agencies and officials responsible for other planning activities within the MPA that are affected by transportation (including
State and local planned growth, economic development, environmental
protection, airport operations, or
freight movements) or coordinate its

planning process (to the maximum extent practicable) with such planning
activities. In addition, metropolitan
transportation plans and TIPs shall be
developed with due consideration of
other related planning activities within the metropolitan area, and the process shall provide for the design and delivery of transportation services within
the area that are provided by:
(1) Recipients of assistance under
title 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53;
(2) Governmental agencies and nonprofit organizations (including representatives of the agencies and organizations) that receive Federal assistance from a source other than the U.S.
Department of Transportation to provide non-emergency transportation
services; and
(3) Recipients of assistance under 23
U.S.C. 204.
(c) When the MPA includes Indian
Tribal lands, the MPO shall appropriately involve the Indian Tribal government(s) in the development of the
metropolitan transportation plan and
the TIP.
(d) When the MPA includes Federal
public lands, the MPO shall appropriately involve the Federal land management agencies in the development
of the metropolitan transportation
plan and the TIP.
(e) MPOs shall, to the extent practicable, develop a documented process(es) that outlines roles, responsibilities, and key decision points for consulting with other governments and
agencies, as defined in paragraphs (b),
(c), and (d) of this section, which may
be included in the agreement(s) developed under § 450.314.
§ 450.318 Transportation
planning
studies and project development.
(a) Pursuant to section 1308 of the
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st
Century, TEA–21 (Pub. L. 105–178), an
MPO(s), State(s), or public transportation operator(s) may undertake a
multimodal, systems-level corridor or
subarea planning study as part of the
metropolitan transportation planning
process. To the extent practicable, development of these transportation
planning studies shall involve consultation with, or joint efforts among,
the MPO(s), State(s), and/or public
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