
I M P O R T A N T  I N F O R M A T I O N  A B O U T  
L E A D  I N  Y O U R  D R I N K I N G  W A T E R

All Community and Non-Transient Non-
Community public water systems are
now required to develop a Lead Service
Line Inventory (LSLI). The goal of this
effort is to identify and remove
sources of lead in our drinking water.

Lead enters drinking water primarily
through the wearing away of materials
containing lead, such as fixtures, interior
plumbing, and the pipe that connects
your home to the water main (service
line). The inventory is intended to aid in
the identification and removal of lead
service lines. Though it is unlikely that
you have a lead service line, it is
important to check since lead exposure
can cause serious health effects if too
much enters your body. Your utility may
ask for your help identifying the material
of your service line as well as interior
plumbing. They will provide you with
instructions on what to look for and
how to submit your findings.
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H O W  T O  I D E N T I F Y  S E R V I C E  L I N E  
M A T E R I A L

COPPER

A dull, silver colored pipe 
that can be easily 
scratched with a coin or 
key. Scratching leaves a 
shiny silver color. Magnets 
WILL NOT stick to lead 
pipes. Lead pipes are 
bendable and commonly 
have a "bulb"Bulb

LEAD

GALVANIZED
IRON

A dull, silver colored pipe 
that is hard to scratch 
with a coin or key. 
Scratching leaves a dull 
gray color. A magnet WILL 
stick to a galvanized iron 
pipe.

Brown colored pipe that 
can be easily scratched 
with a coin or key. 
Scratching leaves a copper 
color. Magnets WILL NOT 
stick to copper pipes.

PLASTICGenerally white, black or
blue piping. Plastic piping is
rigid. A magnet WILL NOT
stick to plastic pipe.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Alaska Drinking Water Program
https://dec.alaska.gov/eh/dw/lcrr/

EPA LCRR Guidance
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-
water/revised-lead-and-copper-rule

LCRR Collaborative Guidance
https://www.lslr-collaborative.org/
identifying- service-line-material.html
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