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August 22, 2011

Mr. Mathy Stanislaus

Assistant Administrator

Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20460

Re:  Grave Concern Regarding the Status of the Red Devil Mine site
Dear Mr. Stanislaus:

Earlier this year, the Bureau of Land Management (BLLM) issued a public safety
advisory for the Red Devil Mine area, recommending that people “do not enter or use”
the mine site for any purpose, including subsistence. The warning noted that BLM had
found concentrations of mercury, arsenic, and antimony at levels that could pose a risk
to human health.

As you know, the site is on 10 acres of land managed by BLLM, and has been
selected for conveyance, pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, to The
Kuskokwim Corporation (surface estate) and the Calista Corporation (subsurface
estate).

As the future holder of the surface estate, The Kuskokwim Corporation (TKC)
has grave concerns about the current status of the remedial investigation and feasibility
study required under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act (CERCLA), and the decision to hold off on including the site on the
National Priority List (NPL).

TKC understands BLM would prefer the site stay off of the NPL, and instead it
would rather enter into a compliance agreement with the EPA. This discussion between
agencies, however, has been going on for several years, with no real progress at the site.
The stalemate is unacceptable, and contrary to timelines contemplated in CERCLA and
applicable guidance for “Superfund Alternative” sites. In an October 1, 2009 letter to
BLM Director Abbey, you wrote: “Listing on the NPL remains an option, should BLM,
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cutting a path to a better future

EPA and the State of Alaska fail to reach timely agreement on an enforceable
alternative to listing that meets CERCLA requirements.” TKC believes that the
agencies have indeed failed to reach a timely agreement, and request that the EPA move
forward with listing the Red Devil Mine site on the NPL. As you know, the State of
Alaska has communicated its non-opposition for the site’s inclusion on the NPL.

TKC remains extremely concerned that BLM conducted an investigation and
removal actions (in 2002/2003 and 2005/2006) at the site without adequate site
characterization and follow-up. As you know, these actions may have exacerbated
conditions on site, as contaminated materials were stockpiled and disposed of on areas
of the site that had not been adequately studied.

As the future holder of the surface estate, TKC has a unique interest in the site
and in ensuring that the agencies comply with all aspects of CERCLA. Placing the Red
Devil Mine on the NPL will ensure that a comprehensive evaluation and cleanup under
the CERCLA process takes place in a timely manner and with appropriate oversight.

TKC further requests that the EPA include TKC on all correspondence with
BLM and the State of Alaska regarding the Red Devil Mine site. TKC was not
informed of the EPA’s decision to delay listing the site under the NPL and attempt to
reach an agreement with BLM, nor even that the site qualified for such a listing. BLM
has now functionally closed the site to TKC shareholders because of possible threats to
human health, and yet that agency continues to oppose the site’s inclusion on the NPL.
This is unacceptable, and to comply with the National Contingency Plan and Executive
Order 13175, TKC must be afforded meaningful participation moving forward.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and we look forward to hearing from

Sincerely, "‘V\Or%;) Z) Qg)\)/f)

Maver Carey, President/CEO
THE KUSKOKWIM CORPORATION

you.

Cc: Representative Don Young
Senator Lisa Murkowski
Senator Mark Begich

THE KUSKOKWIM CORPORATION 4300 B ST. SUITE 207 ANCHORAGE AK 99503 PHONE 907.243.2944 FAX 907.243.2984



n::_:.m:—

09%02Z 'J'd ‘uoidurysem
.>>.Z "9AY m_=a>—%m==wm 00 rA}
A2uady uondaloid jeruduwuoJiaug s

asuodsay Aouadiawg ® a1seM PIfoS JO YO

C By’ 4,£0G66Woid pajten

v L0z/ee/e0 3

@) ———— O

o T %

Qi —-— x
B8 vermeosarero 3

sne[stuels Ayen "IN

h3h0 2PES Hmau OTTO TTOL

L]

"YW @3id11433

cwcouonmvoooo:.o:o\.

Ty

. uonpuod OHd

palM9D usjed
isamvda  Buiping
ol uewyeded

L1015 :doisieiN

>_.=m_>_.m:a_m_:aaw oL

BN Vd3 oo

Luc ohuy 493015 g 00EY

seerrgre) 4wp 2By oy gl W LR
N C> | LV &1 <Y el &1 oad D

WIANOMSNN

o I R SR A




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

