Southeast Alaska Geographic Response Strategies Workgroup

Meeting of the Southeast Alaska GRS Workgroup

November 7-8, 2001

Call to Order

The meeting was held in Conference Room A (fourth floor), at the Alaska Department of Natural Resources, 400 Willoughby Avenue Juneau, Alaska

Mr. Doug Mutter, US Dept of Interior, called the meeting to order.  He noted that the purpose of the 2-day meeting was to familiarize Workgroup members with geographic response strategies (GRS) and to identify 60 candidate sites in Southeast Alaska for which GRS could be developed.

Attendees

A list of attendees is included as Meeting Handout A.

Purpose

Lester Leatherberry (ADEC), the Southeast Alaska GRS project manager, provided background information.  The GRS project is being funded as the result of a settlement agreement between the State of Alaska and Royal Caribbean Cruises, Ltd. (RCCL).  Tim L. Robertson Consulting was awarded a $250,000 contract to complete the project and facilitate the development of GRS for 60-80 priority sensitive areas along normal cruise ship routes in Southeast Alaska.  Response strategies for these sites will be developed in consultation with a GRS Workgroup.  The contract must be completed within 18 months from the date of contract issuance, which was October 31, 2001.

Workgroup Membership

The Workgroup agreed that the following agencies and organizations would comprise GRS Workgroup membership:

· Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC)

· Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G)

· Alaska Department of Natural Resources (ADNR)

· Alaska Office of the Governor, Division of Governmental Coordination, Alaska Coastal Management Program (DGC/ACMP)

· Southeast Alaska Petroleum Resource Organization (SEAPRO)

· United States Department of Commerce

· National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

· National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

· United States Department of Interior (DOI)

· Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)

· National Park Service (NPS)

· US Fish and Wildlife Service (USF&W)

· United States Coast Guard (USCG)

· United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

· United States Forest Service (USFS)

· Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes (CCTHITA) 

The GRS Steering Committee will be made up of ADEC (co-chair), NPS, SEAPRO (co-chair), and USCG.  Response strategies, operations and tactics will be developed through the steering committee.

GRS Process

Tim Robertson, the contractor, presented a Power Point overview of the GRS process (Meeting Handout B).  GRS are responder-oriented strategies and techniques used to protect sensitive areas from oil spill impacts.  Sites selection is based on environmental sensitivity, probability of oil spill impact, and effectiveness of response methods for the site.  

Dave Eley, another contractor, described a process for involving the public in the selection of GRS sites.  The Workgroup offered numerous suggestions to maximize public input.  The workgroup compiled a complete list of public contact points, which is included as Meeting Handout C.

Project Schedule

The contractor proposed the following work schedule for the first phrase of the project:

November 
2001:
First GRS Workgroup meeting, followed by GRS Steering Committee meeting

Dec-Feb   
2002:
Public Outreach

December 
2001:
Operations and Tactics meetings begin.

March 
2002:
Second GRS Workgroup meeting to finalize sites for GRS

April 
2002:
Response strategies for the first 20 sites presented in draft form

Site Selection

The Workgroup then devoted several hours to selecting 51 priority sensitive areas from a master list that had been compiled by the Workgroup during the past year (See Agenda Attachments 1 and 2).  Additional sites will be solicited through the public outreach process.  

The 51 initial sites were organized as follows according to the response zones used by SEAPRO.

Zone 1 (5 sites total)

Bostwick Estuary

Chikamin River Estuary

Kasan/Kanta Bay

Tamgas Harbor

Thorne Bay

Zone 2 (1 site total)

Spanish Islands

Zones 3 (7 sites total)

Blind Slough Estuary (Wrangell Narrows)

Exchange Cove

Kah Sheets Bay

Steamer Bay

Stikine River Delta

Tracey Arm – head

Windam Bay

Zone 4 (5 sites total)

Big John Bay

The Brothers 

Gambier Bay-NW arm

Keku Island

Pybus Bay-NW arm

Zone 5 (7 sites total)

Angoon/Mitchell Bay

Cosmos Cove

Indian River

Pirate Cove 

Sandy Cove 

Sitkoh Bay 

St. Lazeria Islands 

Zone 6 (11 sites total)

Bartlett Cove

Berg Bay

Dundas Bay-N arm

Graves Rocks

Hugh Miller Inlet

Johns Hopkins Inlet

Neka Bay

North Beardslee Island

Point Carolus

South & North Sandy Cove

South Marble Island

Zone 7 (7 sites total)

Auke Bay West

Berner’s Bay

Bridget Cove

Mendenhall River mouth

North Gastineau Channel

Point Couverden-NE & NW

St. James Bay

Zone 8 (4 sites total)

Chilkat River mouth

Katzehin River mouth

Lutak Inlet/Chilkoot River

Taiya River

Zone 9 (4 sites total)

Blizhni Point-Disenchantment Bay

Disenchantment Bay-N

Monti Bay

Situk River mouth

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��It was agreed that this tribal group would be part of the WG, I don’t know what the acronym stands for, contact Harriet Brouillette.






Meeting Minutes – November 7-8, 2001 

Page 3 of 3

