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Potential	
  Places	
  of	
  Refuge:	
  
	
  
The	
  Alaska	
  Department	
  of	
  Environmental	
  Conservation	
  is	
  overseeing	
  a	
  project	
  that	
  is	
  
developing	
  plans	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  assist	
  a	
  disabled	
  ship	
  or	
  barge	
  in	
  the	
  waters	
  off	
  the	
  
Northwest	
  Arctic	
  coast.	
  	
  This	
  Potential	
  Places	
  of	
  Refuge	
  (PPOR)	
  project	
  for	
  the	
  Northwest	
  
Arctic	
  Subarea	
  will	
  provide	
  information	
  before	
  a	
  crisis	
  that	
  will	
  assist	
  decision-­‐makers	
  in	
  
selecting	
  the	
  best	
  option	
  available	
  for	
  a	
  stricken	
  vessel.	
  	
  More	
  information	
  on	
  this	
  project	
  
is	
  available	
  on	
  the	
  internet	
  at:http://www.dec.state.ak.us/spar/perp/nwappor/index.htm	
  
	
  
Potential	
  Places	
  of	
  Refuge	
  are	
  temporarily	
  places	
  to	
  anchor	
  or	
  moor	
  a	
  vessel	
  while	
  repairs	
  
are	
  made	
  or	
  the	
  vessel	
  waits	
  for	
  the	
  weather	
  to	
  calm	
  to	
  continue	
  it’s	
  voyage.	
  This	
  project	
  is	
  
identifying	
  PPOR	
  for	
  vessels	
  around	
  200	
  ft.	
  and	
  larger.	
  Additional	
  infrastructure	
  that	
  may	
  
accommodate	
  small	
  boats	
  will	
  be	
  described	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  The	
  plans	
  will	
  outline	
  the	
  benefits	
  and	
  
the	
  consequences	
  of	
  placing	
  a	
  vessel	
  in	
  each	
  of	
  these	
  areas.	
  	
  
	
  
Your	
  Input	
  Is	
  Important	
  
	
  
Information	
  on	
  the	
  benefits	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  consequences	
  for	
  each	
  identified	
  anchorage	
  or	
  
dock	
  is	
  being	
  collected	
  from	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  sources.	
  	
  As	
  a	
  stakeholder	
  in	
  this	
  area	
  you	
  have	
  
valuable	
  information	
  that	
  can	
  help	
  individuals	
  responding	
  to	
  a	
  crisis	
  understand	
  
conditions	
  and	
  resources	
  that	
  exist	
  in	
  your	
  area.	
  Below	
  is	
  a	
  draft	
  map	
  with	
  anchorages	
  
identified	
  in	
  one	
  zone	
  in	
  the	
  Northwest	
  Arctic.	
  Please	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  map	
  on	
  the	
  next	
  page	
  and	
  
answer	
  the	
  following	
  questions:	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
On	
  the	
  map,	
  there	
  are	
  anchorages	
  that	
  are	
  identified.	
  
Are	
  these	
  the	
  typical	
  sites	
  that	
  a	
  vessel	
  might	
  anchor?	
  ___________	
  
	
  
What	
  are	
  the	
  conditions	
  that	
  would	
  not	
  allow	
  a	
  vessel	
  anchor	
  in	
  these	
  areas?	
  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
Are	
  there	
  additional	
  anchorages	
  in	
  the	
  area	
  where	
  a	
  larger	
  vessel	
  with	
  a	
  draft	
  over	
  20	
  ft.	
  
deep	
  could	
  anchor?	
  If	
  yes,	
  please	
  mark	
  them	
  on	
  the	
  map.	
  
	
  
Are	
  there	
  any	
  docks	
  in	
  the	
  area?	
  __________________________________________________	
  
	
  
Natural	
  Resources	
  
We	
  need	
  to	
  inform	
  the	
  decision	
  makers	
  what	
  the	
  impacts	
  would	
  be	
  if	
  a	
  vessel	
  used	
  an	
  
identified	
  anchorage,	
  especially	
  if	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  threat	
  of	
  a	
  possible	
  oil	
  spill.	
  	
  Informing	
  them	
  of	
  
consequences	
  will	
  help	
  them	
  make	
  the	
  best	
  decision	
  to	
  protect	
  the	
  natural	
  resources.	
  We	
  
need	
  to	
  know	
  what	
  resources	
  exist	
  on	
  the	
  coast	
  surrounding	
  each	
  area.	
  In	
  particular,	
  we	
  



are	
  interested	
  in	
  subsistence	
  activities,	
  cultural	
  resources	
  and	
  places	
  that	
  have	
  important	
  
or	
  high	
  concentrations	
  of	
  natural	
  resources.	
  
	
  
Please	
  mark	
  on	
  the	
  map	
  important	
  places	
  near	
  the	
  identified	
  areas	
  and	
  make	
  a	
  note	
  that	
  
tells	
  us:	
  

• why	
  it	
  is	
  important?	
  
• how	
  and	
  when	
  it	
  is	
  used?	
  
• what	
  is	
  there?	
  
• when	
  you	
  typically	
  use	
  the	
  site?	
  

	
  
Local	
  Conditions	
  
Information	
  regarding	
  local	
  sea	
  and	
  weather	
  conditions	
  will	
  help	
  people	
  choose	
  the	
  best	
  
PPOR	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  of	
  the	
  crisis.	
  
	
  
What	
  date	
  does	
  the	
  sea	
  typically	
  freeze	
  up	
  for	
  your	
  area?_____________________	
  
When	
  does	
  it	
  go	
  out?______________________	
  
	
  
What	
  is	
  the	
  typical	
  wind	
  direction	
  and	
  speed	
  during	
  the	
  summer	
  and	
  fall?____________________	
  
	
  
When	
  storms	
  come	
  during	
  the	
  summer/fall,	
  what	
  direction	
  do	
  they	
  come	
  from?	
  
_____________________	
  
	
  
How	
  frequent	
  are	
  there	
  storms	
  in	
  the	
  July-­‐August?__________________	
  
September-­‐November?________________________	
  
	
  
What	
  changes	
  in	
  the	
  climate	
  are	
  you	
  seeing	
  in	
  your	
  area	
  that	
  will	
  affect	
  boats	
  on	
  the	
  
ocean?________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
	
  	
  
Response	
  Resources	
  
	
  
What	
  community	
  are	
  you	
  from?	
  __________________	
  
	
  
Is	
  there	
  oil	
  spill	
  response	
  equipment	
  in	
  your	
  community?	
  _____________	
  
	
  
If	
  so,	
  what	
  kind	
  and	
  how	
  much	
  is	
  in	
  your	
  community?	
  If	
  you	
  don’t	
  know,	
  whom	
  could	
  we	
  
contact	
  to	
  find	
  out?	
  _________________________________	
  
	
  
Are	
  there	
  places	
  that	
  small	
  boats	
  can	
  launch	
  and	
  land	
  near	
  your	
  community?_________	
  
	
  
Are	
  there	
  times	
  when	
  you	
  cannot	
  launch	
  or	
  bring	
  a	
  skiff	
  to	
  shore,	
  and	
  what	
  are	
  the	
  
conditions?__________________	
  
	
  
May	
  we	
  contact	
  you	
  if	
  we	
  have	
  additional	
  questions?	
  
Name____________________________________________	
  
Telephone_______________________________________	
  
Email_____________________________________________	
  
	
  



Use	
  the	
  space	
  below	
  or	
  additional	
  paper	
  to	
  provide	
  any	
  other	
  information	
  you	
  think	
  would	
  
be	
  beneficial	
  for	
  people	
  to	
  know	
  about	
  navigating	
  vessels	
  and	
  boats	
  in	
  your	
  area.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Please	
  send	
  by	
  mail,	
  fax	
  or	
  email	
  the	
  completed	
  form	
  to:	
  
Mark	
  Janes	
  
Nuka	
  Research	
  &	
  Planning	
  
P.O.	
  Box	
  191	
  	
  
Seldovia,	
  AK	
  99663-­‐0191	
  
Email:	
  mark@nukaresearch.com	
  
Fax:	
  240-­‐368-­‐7467	
  	
  
Telephone:	
  907-­‐299-­‐3224	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you	
  very	
  much	
  for	
  completing	
  this	
  form.	
  Your	
  input	
  make	
  these	
  plans	
  much	
  more	
  
comprehensive	
  in	
  assisting	
  vessels	
  in	
  the	
  Arctic.	
  	
  
	
  
If	
  you	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  be	
  involved	
  with	
  the	
  workgroup	
  that	
  is	
  developing	
  these	
  plans,	
  please	
  
email	
  or	
  call	
  me	
  at	
  the	
  contact	
  information	
  above.	
  


