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SITUATION REPORT (SITREP) 
 
 

 

Container Ship Laura Maersk Adrift 
  

SITREP #:  1 

 
SPILL #:  To be determined 

 
TIME/DATE OF DISTRIBUTION:  12:30am, July 15, 2017 
 

POTENTIAL RESPONSIBLE PARTY (PRP):  TBA 
 
INCIDENT LOCATION:  North of Akutan Island on the Aleutian chain. 

 
TIME/DATE OF SPILL:  The container ship Laura Maersk is currently adrift. There has been no spill.  

 
HOW/WHEN SPILL WAS DISCOVERED AND REPORTED:  The United States Coast Guard (USCG) reported the 
vessel adrift to ADEC on July 14, 2017, at approximately 8:00pm with an unconfirmed amount of diesel 

estimated at 51,500 gallons. 
 
TYPE/AMOUNT OF PRODUCT SPILLED:  There has been no release. The total volume and type of fuel onboard 

the vessel is estimated at approximately 51,500 gallons of fuel oil and other oil products. The ship is also 
carrying an unknown number of shipping containers with an unknown cargo.  

 
CAUSE OF SPILL:  Initial reports from the USCG indicate that a fire in the engine room of the container ship Laura 
Maersk caused the vessel to lose power. There are a reported 24 crew onboard with no injuries. 

 
SOURCE CONTROL:  None at this time. 
 

RESPONSE ACTION:  The vessel is current adrift approximately 7 miles north of Akutan Island in the Aleutians. 
The vessel is drifting at approximately 1.2—2.6 knots towards land. Estimated time for land fall is 4 hours. The 

USCG was unable to immediately identify the owner and responsible party. The USCG has federalized the 
response and has contracted with available tug boats for an immediate emergency response. The Tug Makushin 
Bay is expected to arrive at the disabled vessel at approximately 10:45pm. Their primary focus is to arrest the 

drift of the vessel until additional assets arrive on site. The tugs Millennium Falcon and Gretchen Dunlap are 
deploying from Unalaska, approximately 32 miles away. The Tug Gretchen Dunlap has the State’s Emergency 

Tow System (ETS) onboard when it departed Unalaska at 22:20pm. The Tug Gretchen Dunlap’s estimated time of 
arrival is two hours. The USCGC Midgett and H60 is also en route. USCGC Midgett’s estimated time of arrival on-
site is midnight.  

 
RESOURCES AT RISK OR AFFECTED:  On the current drift trajectory, threatened areas include the shoreline of 
Akutan Island. Threatened species in the area include Steller’s eiders and northern sea otters. Endangered 

Steller sea lions have rookeries and haul-out sites in the area. 
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FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:  The primary and current focus is arresting the drift of the container 
ship Laura Maersk until assets arrive on scene and take the vessel under tow. 

 
WEATHER:  Current weather: Patchy fog with Southwest winds 15kt and seas 4 ft. Saturday: Patchy fog 
becoming areas of fog by Saturday night. South winds 20 kt with seas 3 ft increasing to 5 ft by Saturday night. 

Sunday: South wind 20 kt seas 4 ft. 
 

UNIFIED COMMAND AND PERSONNEL:   

 SOSC: Geoff Merrell, ADEC  
 FOSC: Commander Binniker, USCG 

 
TIME/DATE OF THE NEXT REPORT DISTRIBUTION:  As situation warrants 
 

 

 

 
AGENCY/STAKEHOLDER NOTIFICATION LIST:  This situation report was distributed to the agencies listed on the 
standard distribution list, which includes the governor’s office, State Emergency Operations Center, U.S. 

Department of the Interior, National Marine Fisheries Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and other state 
agencies.  This situation report was also distributed to the following agencies and stakeholders:  

 

AGENCY / 

STAKEHOLDER 

NAME SENT VIA 

ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION 

TELEPHONE FAX 

Senate S- Bethel Lyman Hoffman Fax 

senator.lyman.hoffman@akleg.g
ov 

Juneau (1/18-4/15) 
                   Bethel (4/20-1/15) 

 

 
465-4453 

              543-

3541 

 
 

465-4523 
      543-3542 

House 37- Dillingham Bryce Edgmon Fax 
Juneau (1/18-4/15) 

                 Anchorage (4/20-1/15) 
465-4451 

269-0275 

465-3445 

269-0274 

ADNR Clark Cox  Email    clark.cox@alaska.gov 269-7470 269-8913 

ADF&G Jeanette Alas Email jeanette.alas@alaska.gov   267-2805 267-2499 

USCG-Sector /ANC USCG-Anchorage  Fax  428-4100 
428-4114 (24 

hr) 

US EPA Robert Whittier Fax whittier.robert@epa.gov 
206-553-1263 or 
206-553-1264 

271-3424 

Adak Port of Operations 
Run by Aleut 

Corporation/Anchorage 
Office 

Fax 
James Huffman, Maintenance 
and Operation (562-5444) 

561-4300 
563-4328 

 

City of Adak  Layton Lockett Fax llockett@adak-ak.gov 592-4500 592-4262 

City of Atka  Fax  839-2233 839-2234 

Native Village of Atka  Fax  839-2229 839-2269 

Aleutian Pribilof Islands 
Association 

Community Services 
Department 

Fax 

 
apiai@apiai.org 276-2700 279-4351 

Aleut Corporation/ 
Anchorage Office 

 Fax  561-4300 
563-4328 

 

Dutch Harbor Port Director Peggy McLaughlin Fax  581-1254 
581-2519 

 

Unalaska, Mayor’s Office Shirley Marquardt Fax  581-1251 

581-1417 
(court) 

581-4469 
(admin) 

AK Maritime Wildlife 
Refuge 

Steven Delehanty Email/Fax steve_delehanty@fws.gov 226-4627 235-7783 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT:  Geoff Merrell, SOSC, ADEC (907) 269-7682 
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