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Eskimo’s Inc. Unleaded Gasoline Tank Release  

 
Changes from the last SITREP denoted in red 
 

SITREP #:  2 and Final 
 
SPILL #:  17399919501 
 
TIME/DATE OF DISTRIBUTION:  11:00 a.m. on September 7, 2017 
 
POTENTIAL RESPONSIBLE PARTY (PRP):  Eskimo’s Inc.  
 
INCIDENT LOCATION:  Eskimo’s Inc. Block B Fuel Storage Facility, Tank A, Barrow. 
 
TIME/DATE OF SPILL:  Discovered at 20:10 P.M. July 14, 2017.  
 
HOW/WHEN SPILL WAS DISCOVERED AND REPORTED:  A tank farm operator discovered the spill while working 
in the area and reported it to Eskimo’s Inc.  Eskimo’s Inc. reported it to ADEC at 20:40 July 14, 2017.  
 
TYPE/AMOUNT OF PRODUCT SPILLED:  It is estimated that 6,000 gallons of unleaded gasoline was released into 
Tank A’s secondary containment area.   On July 20, 2017, Eskimo’s Inc., calculated a new volume estimation 
from tank tables of Tank A and F and recovered fuel.  The final total volume estimation is 8,933 gallons unleaded 
gasoline.  
 
CAUSE OF SPILL:  The pressure relief valve malfunctioned, damaging the flex pipe which caused the ¾-inch pipe 
to separate from the tank allowing unleaded gasoline in the tank to flow from the tank into the secondary 
containment area.    
 
SOURCE CONTROL:  The breach was temporarily plugged to stop further release of unleaded gasoline. The 
secondary containment area is 67 feet long, 57 feet wide, and 2 feet in depth and consists of a bermed cell with 
a liner underneath.  The release was contained by the berm, which remains intact. Tank A is the only tank in the 
containment area.  Source control has been achieved and repairs have been made.  
 
RESPONSE ACTION:    The fire department and police department secured the area.  Eskimo’s Inc. responders 
recovered 4,465 gallons of unleaded gasoline from the secondary containment area by pumping the fuel into a 
tanker and using sorbent pads.  No standing fuel remains.  There were no injuries.  Personnel transferred the 
remaining fuel in Tank A to another tank so that Tank A can be repaired.    Eskimo’s Inc. responders used non-
sparking hand tools to manually remove approximately 95 cubic yards of contaminated gravel from the 
containment area. The soil was then placed in super sacks, transported to a secure lined containment area, 
tested, and shipped out of Barrow for incineration.  
 
RESOURCES AT RISK OR AFFECTED:  The release is only known to have impacted the tank’s secondary 
containment area.  The released fuel stayed within the secondary containment.  No resources were affected. 
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FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:  ADEC worked with Eskimo’s Inc. to clean up the contaminated 
gravel within the secondary containment area.  An ADEC responder arrived in Barrow to oversee the cleanup at 
approximately 12:00 July 16. The spill has been cleaned up, contaminated gravel has been removed, the 
containment liner has been inspected, and the remaining gravel in the containment was tested.  Eskimo’s Inc. 
worked with ADEC engineers to develop and approve a repair plan. That plan has been approved, repairs have 
been made, and the tank is operational.  The case file will be closed by the department.  
 
WEATHER: Today:  Rain Likely; areas of fog. Otherwise, cloudy with a high near 42. East wind around 30 mph, 
with gusts as high as 40 mph.   

 
UNIFIED COMMAND AND PERSONNEL:    
Incident Commander:  Avaiyak Burnell, Eskimo’s Inc. 
 SOSC: Ashley Adamczak, ADEC  
 
TIME/DATE OF THE NEXT REPORT DISTRIBUTION: This is the final situation report. 
 

 
 
AGENCY/STAKEHOLDER NOTIFICATION LIST:  This situation report was distributed to the agencies listed on the 
standard distribution list, which includes the governor’s office, State Emergency Operations Center, U.S. 
Department of the Interior, National Marine Fisheries Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and other state 
agencies.  This situation report was also distributed to the following agencies and stakeholders: 
 
 

AGENCY / 

STAKEHOLDER 

NAME SENT VIA ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION 

TELEPHONE FAX 

 
Senate T 

 
Donny Olson  

 
Email 

senator.donny.olson@akleg.gov  
Juneau (1/18-4/15) 
 Anchorage (4/20-1/15) 

 
465-3707 
269-0254 

 
465-4821 
269-2031 

House 40 Dean Westlake Fax  
representative.dean.westlake 
@akleg.gov 

 
465-3473  

AOGCC  Fax   276-7542 

ADF&G 
Al Ott / Jack Winters Email al.ott@alaska.gov  

jack.winters@alaska.gov  
459-7289 or  
459-7285 

 

ADNR-DMLW 
North Slope Team Email DNRDMLW.NorthernO&G@alaska.g

ov 
  

USCG-Sector /ANC USCG-Anchorage  Fax  428-4100 
428-4114 (24 
hr) 

US EPA Bob Whittier Fax/Email whittier.robert@epa.gov 
206-553-1263 or 
206-553-1264 

271-3424 

Dept of Law Attorney 
General Office 

Steven Mulder Fax/Email steve.mulder@alaska.gov 269-5274 278-7022 

Senator Murkowski’s 
Washington DC Office 

Chief of Staff Fax North Slope only (202) 224-6665 
(202) 224-
5301 

Senator Murkowski’s 
Fairbanks Office 

 Fax North Slope only 456-0233 451-7146 

North Slope Borough Harry K. Brower Fax Mayor 852-0200 852-0337 

North Slope Borough Gordon Brower Email 
Planning Director 
gordon.brower@north-slope.org  

852-0320  

Native Village of Nuiqsut  Email Native.village@astacalaska.net  480-3010  

 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT:  Laurie Silfven, Environmental Program Specialist, ADEC (907) 
269-7540  
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