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United States Forest  Alaska Region Tongass National Forest

Department of Service : Stikine Area

Agriculture : P.0. Box 309 -
Petersburg, AK 99833

File Code: 5460

Date: May 01, 1995

State of Alaska

Department of Environmental Conservation ’

410 Willoughby Avenue, Suite 105 ' _ . o
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1795 o

Dear Sir/Médam:

,Enclosed please find the 1994 Bark Monitoring ﬁeports for Rowan Bay Log Tfansferv
Facility (LTF), Chatham Strait 60, Department of the Army (DA) permit No.
2-750228, and Hamilton Bay LTF, Keku Strait 26, DA permit No. 2-810493. If you
have any qﬁestions or .need further information pleaée.contact Michele Parkér at

(907) 772-5850 or (907) 772-3841.

Sincerely,

Enclosures

. ' Caring for the Land and Serving People
‘. .

FS-6200-28 (7-82)
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2 jﬁnlted States Forest Alaska Region Tongass National Forest
\‘,xDepértment of Service » ) Petersburg Ranger District
Agriculture P.0. Box 1328
Petersburg, AK 99833
Tile Ccde: 2639 . Date: Tebruva:iy 28, 1995
Route To: Michele Parker
Sub_sct: LTF Pe:mit ilonitoring
To: TForest Supervisor
the 160U Log Transfe: Facility
177 perrmits, lcst vocd solids
Chatham Stratt 290 znd I:i:5tlz Zamiliton
iVing tag ontlrectéc o map lost
wocd aceunul atlons. Mareh 12, 1994 zt Lottle

Ham:ziton LTF and

SITES

Attached are diagrammatic maps for the three sites examined. The results of the
monitoring, including inferences have been plotted. Accumulations of wood solids

should be interpreted as a probable maximum accumulatlon estimated from data
points.

METHODS

Bach LTF was exarined bt cequired by permtt
stipuiztion. & whits sinkin d svery i 1 eters. =“1z2 Lo the
- buikhead and anchored off shore was uszed o it =zach data
point the diver measured the depth of wood d ed rod and
recorded the measurements ‘n centimeters or ransects were
‘measured until bark accunulations ceased, s reached,
hichever came first.
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RESULTS
fowan Eay

4s found :in past inspections, the soft bottom of Rowan BEay resulted in difficulty
obtaining accurate measurements of bark accunmulations. Conducting the dive in
winter azllowed for better visibility in the water. Approximately 95 % of the °*
area Inspected had continuous coverage of wood sol.ds greater than 10
centimeteis. Otto Coimthwaite did both the 1992 and 1994 dives and found more
marine :ife in 1994 than was present in 1992. 4 7ist’is enclosed with the
transect zeasurement:z. The highest concentration of baik was found in a line from
the bu.khead northeauu toward the csnore. This concentration was cdeeper than in
1692.

Caring for the Land ana Serving Pecole

a =5-6200-28 (7-82)
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<§§§£iittle Hamilton

The Little Hamiliton LTF site aiso has a soft bottom that makes measurement
difficult. Conducting the dive in winter allowed for better Visibility in the
wvatei'. Approximately 88% of the area inspected had continuous coverage of wood

- solids greater than 10 centimeters. A list of the marine life found is included
with the transect measurements. ' ' -

PRECISION AND ACCURACY

The accuracy. of the monitoring and methods is subjectively rated fair. Due to
zrregular material (wood solids) and substrates (mud, boulder, etec.) it is a
somewhat subjective process of reporting depth accumulations. Depths may be
exaggerated due to the inability of the diver to distinguish at what roint the
wody material ends and the natural bottom Substrate begins. Further, there is a
-qualitative differencde between 1C centimeters of branches or boles as opposed to
10 centimeters or bark chips. In nud bottom situations, it s difficuit to
2stabiish a base from which to measure wood accunulation, and in reduced
“isibility estimates rust at times be éntirely tactile (through gicves).

- The precision of the monitoring methods is subjectively rated fair. Due to
lateral displacement of the transect line by bottom currents, setting of
transects with a compass, irregular bottom currents, and the comments regarding
accuracy, it is subjectively judged to be only a generally repeatable procedure.

After taking the transect information, Otto video taped portions of the LTF site
to get a random sampling of bark depth. This visual record could help those not
equipped to dive the site get a better understanding of the accumulations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

f)recommend using the same dive contractor as previous dives. Although this does
not create better accuracy, it does allow for better comparison between jears.

—f a contractor other than the one used for-the past two dives at Rowan Bay and:
Little Hamilton is used, that contractor should be used for several years in a
row to get a good comparison. (I would however suggest staying with our current
arrangement for the best comparison.). o :

Continued use of video equipment is recommended o get a representative sample oI~
conditions at the LTF sites.

ZI additional information or cliarification is needed please contact John
Edgington at 772-3871.

Distrzct Ranger

enciosures

022895 0900 FWW 2638 SJ

=z . Caring for the Land and Serving People

: W FS-6200-28 (7-82)
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