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Editor’s note: AN individ als lisiec
below are presumed inpo ent until
proven guilty in conrt of law, All
informalion in this section was tak-
en directly from reparts lfrom the
Troopers, Togiak Pollce and
Bristol Bay Borough Police and
from District Court recorls,

Charges
May 30 . .
* William Tikiun, 29, wag charged
with assaull in the fourth dagree,

May 31
* Lester Moore, 33, was arged
with criminal trespass in the sec-
ond degrae,

* Jacob Bayayok, 41, was charged
with criminal trespass in the sec-
ond degree, :

* Evan Pelluska, 49, was charged
with criminst trespass in the see-
ond degres.

* Olaf Johnsqu, 54, was chiarged
with eriminal trespuss in the seo-
ond degree,

June 4

* Vernon Konukpeok, 27, was
charged with two counts of assault
in the fourth degree, - -
* Evan Waskey, 54, was charged
with criminal trespass in the sec-
ond degree,

* Warren Antone, 19, was charged

with criminal trespass in the first
degree and theft in he fourth

- depree,

June § .

* Thomas Hiratsuka, 39, was
charged with driving while inioxi-
cated,

June 6 .

* Nels Anderson III, 32, was
charged with driving while intaxi-
cated,

* Evan Waskey, 54, was charged
with makiug a false report,

Decisions and dismizsals
Third Judleial Court
Dillingham Area

Jume 1 mﬁﬂro/ @n\m
ra, 53, had a

* Poter Btuckme

chacge of disorderly conduet dis-
missed by the prosecuting attor-
ney, -

* Bertha Olsen pleaded no contest
to three counts of a violation of
compulsory attendance statule.
She was fined $150,

* Sandra Olsen Johansen pleaded
ng contost 1o four counts of 4 vig-
lation of compulsory atiendance
siatute. She was fined $200,

* Andy Olsen pleaded no confest
to four counts of a violation of
compulsory attendance statute, He
was fined $200.

_:
/ 5N T
Gat 2 %o
* Mike Waldou,' 55, was found
guilty of assault in the fourth
degree. He was sentenced to 100
days in jail with 270 suspended,
He was placed on probatica for
three years. He must attend up to
60 days in residential alcokol treat-
men!. He shall possess or consume
no alcohol for one year, .

* Dominic Lee, 33, pleaded guilty
to failing to display registration on
a vessel. He was fined § 100,

* John Hansen, 41, pleaded guilly
to no valid crew license while
commercial {ishing. He was fined
$200.

Cleanup .

From page 1

W't begin major developmeny untii
lhey received a federa grant in
1952. Funded wiil §30, from

the Defense Mincrals Explofation’

Administration Grant — a pilot
Program spurred by merc ty's
wartime uses — they-extractpd 22
Quasis of liquid mercury from
cinnabar ore,

Fish totes full of mercury-laden
soil still sit beside the Wood iver,
where the contracoc left thein in
1994, because the BLM said ifdid-
n’t havo the money io mave them,
This summer the cleanup should
be compleie, but just how it |will
be finished and who wil] Iay| are
still enanswered,

State and foderal agencies have
conflicied over proper clsajiup
procedures and the feders] gov-
eriment  repeatedly ignoyed
roquesis of state roguiatore qnd
U.S. congressional delegation |for
more information,

Wien has ustil Sept, 5 1o payor
80 1o court. She claims tha BI M
violaled clean-up procedures. Mrw

n-

"Obviously in hindsight it
would have been belter 1o nof stack
“any three high,” Alcorn said, But
Alcorn said his recent inspection
detected 1o leaks because of the
plastic Jiners within the totes.

Eileen Qison was the DEC site
project manager in 1992 and 1993
whea DEC first notified BLM it
was in violation. She also ques-
tions aspects of 1he cleanup,

“The tact Is that not much real. -

ly was done,” gaid Olson, referring
to a lack of plans 10 move the
lotes,

Alcorn says the (otes should
have been moved within the first
yeat, but the agency didn’( have
the $1.3 million it would cost,

“We've bacn looking the last
couple of years for other optinns,”
he said.

“Their {DEC*3) contention is
that theze are some very low leveis
of mercury in the soil and that too
much soil was excavated,” Alcom
sa#ld. "Our contractor at the time
fetl that it was a Necessary amownt
of s0il. That contracior is not with
W5 anymore. I can’t really say what

-Was tight or nol right at that ime.” -

Olson sald she is not so wmuch
toncerned with the amount exca-
vated as much as with the soil neoe

coverced {o preveni runof,

“They set a cleanup level that
we didn’ review or approve of ~-
100 parts pér million — as
oppused to maybe 20 parts per mil-
lion, which our regulations would

-allow,” she said,

Some time after 1993, BLM
quit communicating with DEC and
did the clean-up withant DEC
approval ot loput, Glson said.

“They no longer included us in
the précess. We Felt there wasi'l
enough cooperation; we didn't gel
&n opportunity to review the site
plan*shesaid, =

“To date, BLM has never deter-
mined the regulatory status of the
site soils. You can’t make a deci-
sion on getting id of it unless you
kuow what itis,” Olson said. DEC
sent a letter to the BPA May 15 this
year requesting such a determina-
tion,

BLM wilkheld site plans for
four years, Olson said, farcing her
to file a Freedom of Tnformation
Act Request this Janvary, It was
pranted,

“BLM said they hand-delivered
their {cleanup and A8SESSMent)
plans,” Olson said, “Our files indi-
cate we weren't given any plans.”-

VT AL cnicd thoweee Lol 0w n

* Moving the Ioles to a special
processing lacility in the Lower
48, Moving all the totes would cost
$1.3 million, bur after sampling
cach lote, only those with high lev-
els of mercury would be shipped
oui;

* Encapsulating the totes in a
special plastic liner and bueying
them on lop of Marsh Mouniain
near eXisting tailings.

« Pulting low-level contamina-
tion in the local Ilandfills,
Contamination probably.couldn't
be put in Jandfills  patil
Dillingham's new ane is built next
year; DEC  said  existing
Dillingham and Aleknagik land-
fdls lack proper peemitting
because they don't have liners.

Most likely, Alcora said, some -

combination of the options will be
pursued. But first, all the soil in the
totes will have fo be sampled.

As for who is liable for the
cleanup, Wren disputes the notion
that her father or his estaje s,
because her Father WAS never
specifically noified. . :

. sentalives declined a request by -
As far as DBEC is concerned, equest by

HLM is the respongible party.
“S1ate law establishes steict lia-
bility if you own the property or

“I'm just dolng my best
to Jump out of their fry-
ing pan as often as
they put me in it.”
Toolde Wran

“They (BLM) didn't telf us any-
thing,” Tookiec Wren said. “They

.came in behind Dad's back. He

was a cobstruction worker with
equipment; he could have done it
much cheaper.”’ By Wren's esti-
males, more than $580,000 cheap-
er.

"A lot of the work that was
done and stil) needs to be done is
physical,” Olson said, She said the
Wrens would only need a qualiGed
person fo sample soit, assess the
sile and pat together paperwork,

“A lo{ of money in remote pro-
jects goes into mobilization gnd
keeping a crew out there,” Olson
satd. "Bxpenses tend to skyrocket
in places like that.

Last Wednesday, BLM repre-

Congressman Don Young’s office
to turn over documents (hat
account for their expenses because

_r.x



: atrick-Riley, Kent
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 1998 3:42 PM

To: Grant, Drew; Decker, Eric
Cc: Olson, Eileen; See, Marianne; Mawson, Simon; Hock, Jeff

Subject: FW: Red Top Update, Wood River

Since about 1992 DEC has been aware of high mercury levels at a retort site (a barrel heats
up cinnabar ore, mercury vaporizes, goes up a condensation tube, and then rolls down to
collection area and into a flask; was in operation only during the 1950's) about 30 feet from
the Wood River a couple miles downstream from Aleknagik (for community profile see:
http://www.comregaf.state.ak.us/CF_CIS.cfm) and about 15 miles upstream of Dillingham.
The Wood River is in an area valued for commercial and sportfish epportunities.

CS (Eileen Olson) has been working with BLM to clean up the site. T discussed the site with
her before composing this email). In the past BLM dug up a lot of soil and stored it in 180
fish totes, which now are in the water from flooding in the area. In sampling done 4 years
ago by a contractor for BLM, Eileen indicated that some very low levels of mercury were
found in the sediments, she doesn't believe they are natural in origin, but didn't believe they
posed at water quality problem. . Eileen said that they took one sample from groundwater a
couple feet below the site and had detectable mercury levels, but below MCLs,

Groundwater samples taken from soils between the site and the Wood River came up non-
detect. Note the contractor's report generated some QA concerns from BLM and the dept
(the contractor was Quest Environmental),

Right now, DEC is trying o get BLM to isolate or remove the totes from the floodplain and
also isolate some stockpiled soils (a total of about 180 fish totes and a 10 cubic yard
stockpile, which four years ago was heavily contaminated by petroleum and may have
mercury init)

As I find out more info from CS, I will keep you informed. As this has been a somewhat
longstanding problem, I recommend you open a file on this site for potential inclusion on 303
and 305 lists, but T would not recommend any further action until we have more info from
€S. I will keep you informed as T learn more.

Eileen has some much more graphic photos showing the problem. She's aware that I'm
'sending this to you and to SPS staff.

Kent

Forwarded below is a short description, and some photos.

To: Patrick-Riley, Kent
Subject: FW: Red Top Update
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 1998 1:08PM

FYL



Frechione, Jim; Klein, Ron; Johnson, Lawrence; Fredriksson, Kurt

Cc Olson, Eileen; Crlean, Howard
Subject: Red Top Update
Date: Tuesday, June 09, 1998 4:12PM

Here's the latest update and photos from yesterday.

g0 D

UPDATEGS.DOC FISH1_2.JPG FISHCOMP.JPG

Grechen



INTERNAL INFORMATION ONLY

Red Top Mercury Retort---Aleknagik, Alaska
Status Report June 9, 1998 (updated from May 29, 1998)

On June 4, 1998 BLM met with DEC and agreed to conduct the necessary work
to remove the totes from the flood plain, conduct sampling to determine the level
of contamination in the totes and the stockpile. BLM indicated after the meeting
that funding will be authorized.

Meanwhile, water is continuing to rise in the Wood River and lakes. On June 8,
1998 DEC received additional photos which showed the totes are under deeper
water. (Photos attached) BLM is indicating that they can not do anything as local
equipment operators will not rent equipment to them and the water is too high.

On June 8, 1998, DEC issued a Notice of Intent to File Suit Against BLM for
failure properly addressed the situation at Red Top. BLM and DEC staff are
currently participating an informational meeting with the City Council and
interested residents about the situation. Courtesy calls were made to Department
of Justice and BLM’s Anchorage Field Office.

EPA has been contacted for technical assistance in developing alternatives fo
protect the totes from further flooding and preparation for removal once the water
recedes. A meeting with BLM and EPA is scheduled for 2:00 p.m., June 10,
1998 at the Anchorage DEC Office.

Contacts for the site:
Ron Klein (907) 269-7664
Grechen Schmidt (907)269-3084
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co “We think it's ihe saddest-looking thing on the
“Inshagak,” said Choggiung Lid., Land Manager
£ ussell Nelson. “He has his thing he calls an airstrip
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From: Patrick-Riley, Kent

Sent: Thursday, June 11, 1998 9:44 AM

To: Grant, Drew; Decker, Eric; Hock, Jeff
Subject: RE: Red Top Update, Wood River

FYI - a copy of email I sent to Simon Mawson in response to his suggestion for coordinating
with local community near this site.

Also, as you probably know, the standards for mercury are extremely low - in the parts for
trillion - mercury is very insoluble but if there is a lot (magnitudes more than appears at
this site) that gets into the water it can cause notorious problems (Minihaha (sp?) disease,
Great Lakes problems, etc.). EPA recently (within the last couple months) proposed (in the
Register) a new methed for detecting mercury at very low levels (200 fimes lower than
previous methods). :

Kent

Eileen has already been working with the City of Aleknagik, the Aleknagik Tradional Council
and the Bristol Bay Native Association, EPA, etc. She attended a BLM-sponsored public
meeting in Aleknagic on June 9, which had good turnout. Some of the people are concerned
about the fishery and human health risks. Eileen has been urging BLM to hold another
meeting within a month fo keep people informed and answer some of the health questions
they were not able to fully address at the last meeting.

Eileen is supposed to get daily stafus reports from BLM that she can forward if interested.
Kent

To:  Patrick-Riley, Kent
Subject: RE: Red Top Update, Wood River

Date: Thursday, June 11, 1998 7:59AM

Thanks for copying me. i would recommend that you also send this information to Sue
Flinsberg with the bristol Bay native Association in Dillingham. I don't have her phone
number off the top of my head, but can get it for you unless you would use directory

assistance.

To: rew; Decker, Eric
Ce: Olson, Eileen; See, Marianne; Mawson, Simon; Hock, Jeff
Subject: FW: Red Top Update, Wood River

Date: Wednesday, June 10, 1998 3:42PM

Since about 1992 DEC has been aware of high mercury levels at a retort site (a barrel heats
up cinnabar ore, mercury vaporizes, goes up a condensation tube, and then rolls down to




collection area and into a flask; was in operation only during the 1950's) about 30 feet from
the Wood River a couple miles downstream from Aleknagik (for community profile see:
http://www.comregaf.state.ak.us/CF_CIS.cfm) and about 15 miles upstream of Dillingham.
The Wood River is in an area valued for commercial and sportfish opportunities.

CS (Eileen Olson) has been working with BLM to clean up the site. I discussed the site with
her before composing this email). In the past BLM dug up a lot of soil and stored it in 180
fish totes, which now are in the water from flooding in the area. In sampling done 4 years
ago by a contractor for BLM, Eileen indicated that some very low levels of mercury were
found in the sediments, she doesn't believe they are natural in origin, but didn't believe they
posed at water quality problem. . Eileen said that they took one sample from groundwater a
couple feet below the site and had detectable mercury levels, but below MCLs.

Groundwater samples taken from soils between the site and the Wood River came up hon-
detect. Note the contractor's report generated some QA concerns from BLM and the dept
(the contractor was Quest Environmental),

Right now, DEC is trying o get BLM to isolate or remove the totes from the floodplain and
also isolate some stockpiled soils (a total of about 180 fish totes and a 10 cubic yard
stockpile, which four years ago was heavily contaminated by petroleum and may have
mercury in it)

As I find out more info from CS, T will keep you informed. As this has been a somewhat
longstanding problem, I recommend you open a file on this site for potential inclusion on 303
and 305 lists, but I would not recommend any further action until we have more info from
C5. I will keep you informed as I learn more.

Eileen has some much more graphic photos showing the problem. She's aware that I'm
sending this to you and to SPS staff.

Kent

Forwarded below is a short description, and some photos.

;
i

To: Patrick-Ri ley, Kent

Subject: FW: Red Top Update
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 1998 1:08PM
FYI

Fechione, J im Ie.in, Ren; Johnson, Lawrence; Fredriksson, Kurt
Olson, Eileen; Orlean, Howard
Subject: Red Top Update

Date: Tuesday, June 09, 1998 4:12PM

Here's the latest update and photos from yesterday.



«File A'r"rachmen'r: UPDATESS.DOC>><«File Attachment: FLISH1_2.JP6>>«File Attachment:
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From:  Patrick-Riley, Kent

Sent: Monday, June 29, 1998 3:19 PM
To: Grant, Drew
Cc: Hock, Jeff

Subject: FW: Issues for week ending June 26th

Red Top update

Patrick-Riley, Kent; Mawson, Simon
Olson, Eileen

FW: Issues for week ending June 26™
Monday, June 29, 1998 2:57PM

- See Red Top site below

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) RED TOP MERCURY RETORT SITE (near Aleknagik on
the Wood River) (Olson):

BLM completed its stabilization effort at the site early the week of June 15" and sampled
soils in the accessible (top layer) fish totes the previous week. A fenced enclosure
containing mercury contaminated soils stored in stacked fish totes and other mercury
contaminated media has been flooded for several weeks. It appears that floodwaters have
dropped and that flooding may now only be periedic, coincident with high tides.
Stabilization entailed sandbagging the upstream side of the fenced area and encircling the
contents of the fenced area with reinforced visqueen to prevent continued flow-through of
flood waters.

On Tuesday June 30™ BLM’s contractor will sample the sediments and water within and
outside of the plastic enclosed area for mercury, and will sample the sediments adjacent to
stockpiled petroleum contaminated soils for mercury and petroleum hydrocarbon compounds.
CSRP received a plan for the sampling on June 24™ and on the 25™ issued a review letter
which stated that the Department had no objection to the planned work. BLM is developing
a Task Order to implement Phase 2, sampling of the remaining totes. According to BLM
plans will be sent to ADEC and EPA prior to implementation.
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Sent: Monday, June 29, 1998 3:19 PM

To: Grant, Drew

Ce: Hock, Jeff

Subject: FW: Issues for week ending June 26th

Red Top update

Patrick-Riley, Kent; Mawson, Simon

QOlson, Eileen
Subject: FW: Issues for week ending June 26™
Date: Monday, June 29, 1998 2:57PM

See Red Top site below

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) RED TOP MERCURY RETORT SITE (near Aleknagik on
the Wood River) (Olson):

BLM completed its stabilization effort at the site early the week of June 15™, and sampled
soils in the accessible (top layer) fish totes the previous week. A fenced enclosure
containing mercury contaminated soils stored in stacked fish totes and other mercury
contaminated media has been flooded for several weeks. It appears that floodwaters have
dropped and that flooding may now only be periodic, coincident with high tides.
Stabilization entailed sandbagging the upstream side of the fenced area and encircling the
contents of the fenced area with reinforced visqueen to prevent continued flow-through of
flood waters.

On Tuesday June 30™ BLM's contractor will sample the sediments and water within and
outside of the plastic enclosed area for mercury, and will sample the sediments adjacent to
stockpiled petroleum contaminated soils for mercury and petroleum hydrocarbon compounds.
CSRP received a plan for the sampling on June 24™ and on the 25™ issued a review letter
which stated that the Department had no objection to the planned work. BLM is developing
a Task Order to implement Phase 2, sampling of the remaining totes. According to BLM
plans will be sent to ADEC and EPA prior to implementation.



Patrick-Riley, Kent
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 1998 9:34 AM

To: Grant, Drew

| Cc: Hock, Jeff: Braley, Susan

Subject: FW: Issues for week ending June 18, 1998

FYIL. Info on Red Top site adjacent to Wood River.

Fr lison, Eileent |

To: Patrick-Riley, Kent

Cc: Olson, Eileen

Subject: FW: Issues for week ending June 18, 1998
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 1998 9:20AM

T: Lott, Elaine

Ce: Olson, Eileen; Frechione, Jim; Kiein, Ron
Subject: TIssues for week ending June 18, 1998 '
Date: Monday, June 22, 1998 10:40AM

Bureau of Land Management {BLM) RED TOP MERCURY RETORT SITE (near Aleknagik on
the Wood River) (Olson):

BLM completed its stabilization effort at the site early in the week. Adequate
communication of site activities was provided to CSRP on June 17™, when CSRP was briefed
by BLM staff Harrison Griffin. It was not clear from earlier reports what was being done
at the site. Griffin had been on site for several days during which BLM's contractor
created a sandbag diversion wall on the upstream side of the containment area. The
purpose of the wall is to minimize current through the fenced area. According to Griffin,
the fish totes and other mercury contaminated media were encircled with reinforced
visqueen inside of the containment area. The visqueen was weighted with sand bags at the
ground surface. Stockpiled soils contaminated with petroleum and potentially by mercury
were covered with an impermeable cover as requested by the Depariment.

BLM provided a CSRP received daily reports on the status of the flooded containment area
for mercury contaminated media through Thursday June 17™, when BLM informed DEC that
no additional daily reports would be sent unless there was activity at the site. On June 18™
CSRP sent a letter requesting that daily reports be continued as long as BLM is receiving
flood water level information from local residents. BLM's consultant, Harding Lawson,
sampled soils in the top level of fish fotes, which were accessible, and sampled the
stockpiled soils.



On June 18™ BLM provided a draft schedule to the Department which outlines options and
time frames for addressing mercury contaminated soils stored at the site. CSRP is
reviewing the schedule and options.

A second follow-up article on Red Top appeared in the June 18™ issue of the Bristol Bay
Times. A Dillingham radio station contacted the Department regarding the "Notice of
Intent to Sue” which the State has filed against BLM.
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INTERNAL INFORMATION ONLY

Red Top Mercury Retort---Aleknagik, Alaska
Status Report June 9, 1998 (updated from May 29, 1998)

On June 4, 1998 BLM met with DEC and agreed to conduct the necessary work
to remove the totes from the flood plain, conduct sampling to determine the level
of contamination in the totes and the stockpile. BLM indicated after the meeting
that funding will be authorized.

Meanwhile, water is continuing to rise in th%g% nd lakes. On June 8§,
1998 DEC received additional photos which show, totes are under deeper
water. (Photos attached) BLM is indicating that they can not do anything as local
equipment operators will not rent equipment to them and the water is too high.

On June 9, 1998, DEC issued a Notice of Intent to File Suit Against BLM for

- failure properly addressed the situation at Red Top. BLM and DEC staff are
currently participating an informational meeting with the City Council and
interested residents about the situation. Courtesy calls were made to Department
of Justice and BLM’s Anchorage Field Office.

EPA has been contacted for technical assistance in developing alternatives to
protect the totes from further flooding and preparation for removal once the water
recedes. A meeting with BLM and EPA is scheduled for 2:00 p m., June 10,

1998 at the Anchorage DEC Office.

Contacts for the site:
Ron Kiein {(907) 269-7664
Grechen Schmidt (907)269-3084



