Grant, Drew

From: Patrick-Riley, Kent [DEC/ANCHORAGE/KRILEY]

Sent: Friday, September 04, 1998 12:21 PM

To: Grant, Drew

Cc: Potter, Beth

Subject: FW: Revised paragraphs re RED DEVIL MINE attached

Updated info on Red Devil -- eileen made revisiosn to the email | sent 2 months ago, since then Eileen has received mo
info which she incorporated.

Kent

-----Original Message-----

From: Olson, Eileen

Sent: Friday, September 04, 1998 12:15 PM

To: Patrick-Riley, Kent

Cc: Olson, Eileen; Klein, Ron

Subject: Revised paragraphs re RED DEVIL MINE attached
Background:

This information is from a July 2, 1998 Bristol Bay times article, which Eileen Olson, CS, gave to me Iast week:

The Red Devil mine was one of the largest mercury mines in the country. lt operated for more than from 1833- 1971. |t
yielded 35,000 flasks of mercury ( mercury flask weighs 75 pounds), and had more than 51,000 cubic yards of mercury

contaminated soil. In contrast, Red Top mine (which | sent you information on) yielded 22 flasks of mercury and had 10
yards of mercury contaminated soil. In 1988-89, BLM (landowner) had a Seatte firm score the site for possible Superfu
site listing; it scored 14.95, less than the 25 minimum needed for listing. According to the article, the BLM site manager

Mac Wheeler, was surprised it was not listed; as EPA's testing in the early 1970s revealed mercury levels in settling pon
to be 12,000 parts per billion, federal WQ standards are 2 parts/billion. The 1988-89 BLM study showed that in times of
high water Red Devil Creek eroded toxic tailings into the Kuskokwim River (1/4 mile away), but testing to date has show
that the eroded mercury has not dissolved into the water. In 1888, BLM also tested surface waters in the area (the artic
was not clear what surface waters were tested (it may have been the settling ponds) and found .2 to 5.5 parts per billion
mercury.

BLM also had ongoing water quality testing until the 1990s; and USGS has sampled Red Devil Creek and the Kuskokw
River in recent years. Based on USGS research, mercury at the Red Devil Mine does not present a risk to the Red Dev
Creek or Kuskokwim River. This is because the solubility of mercury in either the form of the mercury ore cinnabar or fr
mercury is extremely low, as water quality sampling has verified.

CS has scored the Red Devil Site as 72; anything with a score over 40 is considered a high priority. However, based on
the available information, CS does not believe that waters of Red Devil Creek or the Kuskokwim have been adversely
impacted by the mine site. CS has recently reviewed a work plan for limited removal of various hazardous substances a
the Red D;e;/g (\l)\/lgine site and will request additional characterization of mercury contaminated soils and tailings piles duri
summer o .
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Village Motel

I'ra paying to stny there,”’
ker wd

'It's going to take 8 16t of
rk to get them up.to
ndard,” said Chief Bar-

Barker said he and the . .

te fire marshall inspected

+ local. schools and several
'a businesges last week.
‘e Kuskokwim Inh and the-
verfront restaurant were
o clted for various flre .
‘ety violations, but were -
4 closed.

t want to close people .
wn but when he finds .
mething - serious, it’s time.
act,”” Barker said

. Several local citizens ha.ve
wanted the Viilage Motel
closed because of the. high

amount of Inebriates in and .

mote] 'is directly across the

street from the Kilbuck Ele-

mentary School, and chil-
dren there have often wit-

nessed drunks staggering”
onto the playground, cuss- . ..

ing, fighting and urinaun: in:

front of-them. . _
. Bethel police have mct_
" with the owners of the motel. |

““The fire mmhall does " and suggested they .reftise

service to intoxicated people,

and install “*no loitering
slgns’* and. lights. outside .

~ their business to keep dmnks

away.

visits Bethel voters

oodnews Bay. .the value of-
¢ platinum prospect is

ore important than the

ibaistence values or use.”

Oscar sald “according to -

stimony, by subsistence and
Jmmerclai fishermen, the
ea in question 'is an im-
ortant ares ‘and -mi-
ration route for all fish,
secles before .they “migrates
y Kuskokwim and - coastal
‘aters, "

Smith said in’ representing
on and Karen . Sheardown,
wners of -Goodnews Re-

aurces, he persuaded them

> delete certain environ-

1entally sensitive ‘tracts

rom their application when

tey could have gone ahead -
7th thefr prospecting. Smith

ald when the parties reached’
n impasse on the issue, he
vlthdrew from the proeeed

Smlth says the matfer is
ow before the courts, but
vhen all is said and done, hia

avolvement will be teenv as &

‘major effort to accomodate
ubsistence values'' ‘with

‘up under current federal
proposals would have to be
‘ised for projects benefitting
" Alaska, such as rural water -
-and sewer systems and & buy

backofBrlstolBayoﬂ leu-‘:

" es, Smith said.

Smith says he is not a
professnonal politicinn and
hopes the country's *‘ant!
incumbent' mooed will help
him win Senator Frank Mur-
kowski's seat in the Semate,

As a Democrat, Smith says =

he will be in the majority,

~.gnd that will count more

around the busin®ss,, The -

10:27 §078433216%
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tw; tion for loss of its portion of theL
| association's assets sfter bel’

expelled as aeo-op member i
~ March 1990.

ANICA attomey Leroy Bark-

er told Superior Court Judgé
Karen Hunt the village corpota-
tion was ousted for breaking asso-

 ¢iation bylaws when It purchased

goods through a competing com-
pany. :

But members of the village cor-
poration say they were wrongful-
ly expelled for questionlng the

*thousands of dollars.”

ANICA filed a counterclaim
- against the village tion for
$125,000 ity unpaid bills,

"The coopumlve. now with 26
village corporation members, was
organized in the 1940s by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs to ald in
the purchase of goods and ser-
vices.

Askinuk, which had been a
membes of the co-op for 10 years,

=R FICE COPY
Red Devil Creek plagued

‘with contammates

- lst of Alagkan waterbodies
* with' persistent watér quality

by Marc Cowart
Red Devil Creek, a tribu--

~-tary of the Kuskokwim Riv-
- ef, has been named as one.of -

.~ Alagka's most polluted wa-
terways by state environ-

mental officals,

The creek, - loéated ap-
proximately 160 miles north- °

east of Bethel, was placed on

problems because of mercury

‘and arsenie contamination,
g accordlng to Dave Sturdev-
“ant, State Water' Quality
- Standards Coordinator for

‘the Department of Environ-
mental Conscrvatlon

The creek runs near the
‘site of the Red Devil mercury

mine which operated from

the - mid-1930s until 1971/

According to. DEC the creek
- contamination *‘could be at-

tributed to dmcharser ﬁm,

thé mine.”

- Waterways on the DEC"
* -list are ‘‘candidates’ for wa-
ter quallty assessment to de-

" termine whether they may

than Murkowski’s seniotity. -

“l don’t think senlority In -
" Murkowski’s hands has done
» usmuch g
But before he can run

agelnst Murkowskl, Smith -

hastomurethebmocraﬂc

nomination, He will be up
" against a popular opponent

in the August primary—

Willie Hensley, a NANA -
‘Regional Corporation exec-

utive who ran for licutenant
governor in 1990, ‘

"~ But by announcing ea:ly-
(nearly 8 yemr ago) and vig- -

require the establishment of
‘“Total Maximum Daily

‘Iﬁ:d" contmls Sturdovmt
.8
Placing- Red Dcvil Creek ’

on ‘the DEC list now,
‘‘makes ‘it -a. focus’’ for
Afurther - investigation. The
current lst is the *‘first cut’”
to determine which sites will

- receive further attention and-

the list will be revised after
more data s evgluawd Stur-

- devant said.

However, the Red Devil

mine may not be quite’ the

rlendt ¢ While

ATARYE.

samplins from the creek in
1971, when the mine was still
in operution, showed large

.amounts of mercury and ar- .
senic pollutants, samples ta-
- "ken in 1979 show the creek
‘was actually less polluted be-
‘low the miné than above it,

according to DEC reports,
Mercury and arsenic cons

tamination of the cresk may
‘be mostly of natural origin

now, but the source of pol--

. lutants will have to be con-

firmed by more testing,
Sturdevantsald. -
It is not surprising that

‘thére would be naturally oc-

curlng mercury and arsenic
in Red Devil creek, The wa-

_ terway cuts through the same

ore body whick outcrops at
the Red Devil mine, accord-
ing to Alaska Division of
Mines geologist, Tom Bun-
sen.

The region around the Red -

" Devil mine is *‘quite & mer-
~cury beit, there's mercury all

over,” Bunsen said. The Red -
Devil mine itself was *‘one of .
the largest mercury mines in
the country.’’ -
The mine site is currently
under the jutlsdiction of the
Bureau of Land Manage-

., ment.. However, the Kusko-
-~ kwim and Calista corpora- .

tions have selected the site as
part of their land entitle-.
ments under the Alaska Na-
tive Claims Settlement Act,
.agcording to Bruce Hickok, .
Subsurface Land Manaaer: '
for Calista.

Neither corporation will

take title.to the land until all

questions of creek pollution

have Been cleared up, Hick-
‘mir cal

§074652082:#% 2
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