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During the initial review of a project’s scope of work, the type of environmental review required must be determined.  A Categorical Exclusion is appropriate if:
1.  The project consists of:
	  Minor rehabilitation or functional equipment replacement;

		 Construction of ancillary facilities adjacent or appurtenant to existing facilities;

		 A project which will not result in a substantial increase in the volume of discharge or loading of pollutants from an existing facility (but not limited to) infiltration and inflow corrections; replacement of existing facilities, equipment or structures; and construction of small structures; 

	  An on-site technology in an unsewered area of less than 10,000 persons; or

      	  Minor upgrades and/or expansion in sewered areas less than 10,000 persons.

2.  NO is given for all the environmental statements below:

  	 Will the project adversely affect the degree of treatment or the capacity of an existing facility? 

	  	  	 Will the facility create a new or relocate an existing discharge to surface or   groundwaters?

	 	  	 Will the facility result in substantial increases in the volume of discharge or the loading of pollutants from an existing source or from a new facility to receiving waters? (substantial means more than 15%)

	   	  Will the project adversely directly or indirectly effect ANY of the following:
(Note – In the following section, any question marked “*” that is answered “Yes” will require the completion of an Environmental Information Document.)

· Cultural resource (historic, prehistoric, and archaeological sites, locations, remains, or objects) areas;
  
(1) Has the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) been consulted to determine if there are any historic properties (prehistoric or historic district, site, building, structure, or object included in or eligible for inclusion in, the National Register of Historic Places) in the planning area?  _____(Y/N).  If “No, “please provide reasons for not consulting with SHPO (example: a project with component upgrades within an existing facility).
Discussion:________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

(2) * If cultural resources have been identified in the project area, will the project have direct or indirect adverse impacts on any listed or eligible property? _____ (Y/N – if No, a SHPO “no effect” concurrence should be provided)

· Endangered or threatened species and their habitats;

(1) Has the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USF&WS), or if applicable National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) listed threatened and endangered species been checked on the proposed project site? _____ (Y/N).  If “No,” please provide reasons.
Discussion:________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
(2) Are there any designated threatened or endangered species or habitats in the planning area?_____(Y/N)
·  * If yes, will the project have direct or indirect adverse impacts on any such designated species or habitats?_____(Y/N)
· * If yes, will the project have direct or indirect adverse impacts on other fish and wildlife, or their habitats, including migratory routes, wintering, or calving areas?_____(Y/N)

· Environmentally important natural resource areas, such as floodplains, wetlands, aquifer recharge zones; or

	Flood Plain Development

· * Is any part of the planned project located within the 100-year floodplain?_____(Y/N or N/A)

	Wetlands

(1) Is any portion of the project planning area located within wetlands as defined and mapped by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or as determined through site visits by the U.S. Corps of Engineers (COE), the Soil Conservation Service, or a private consultant?_____(Y/N)
(2) * If yes, will the proposed project have any direct or indirect adverse effects to wetlands, as determined by maps and/or site investigations, and the need for a 404 dredge and fill permit required from the COE?_____(Y/N)

· * Will any action on the proposed project have a significant adverse effect on the quality of the environment, either individually, cumulatively over time, or in conjunction with other federal, state, local or private actions_____ (Y/N).  


3. Once a Categorical Exclusion is determined appropriate, the Community must submit a         formal, written request containing the following:

	   A brief, complete description of the project and its costs;

 	  A statement indicating the project is cost-effective and that the applicant is financially capable of constructing, operating, and maintaining the facilities; and 

 	  A plan map of the proposed project showing 1) the location of all construction areas, 2) planning area boundaries, and 3) any environmentally sensitive areas. 


To finalize a Categorical Exclusion:

	 Public notice drafted and sent to Loan Program Manager for review and publication.

	 A copy of the formal Public Notice sent to DGC, if appropriate.

	 A copy of Affidavit of Publication received for project files.


REMEMBER:  If YES is given for any part of Question No. 2 (on the previous page), then a Categorical Exclusion is NOT appropriate.
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