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1 Introduction 

1.1 Summary of Facility / Permit 
The facility is shared by two marine biological research centers. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) installation is a federally owned 
research facility, also known as the Ted Stevens Marine Research Institute (TSMRI) at Lena Point. The 
other center is owned by the University of Alaska Fairbanks and houses their School of Fisheries and 
Ocean Sciences (SFOS). Both entities share a common seawater life support system as well as an onsite 
secondary domestic wastewater treatment plant. The TSMRI was previously covered under a State of 
Alaska issued wastewater discharge permit (2006DB0050).  

The TSMRI is located 17 miles north of Juneau, Alaska on Lena Point. The facility discharges a 
combined 2.0 million gallons per day (MGD). The discharge is comprised of approximately 1.947 MGD 
of seawater, a maximum of 9,000 gallons per day of secondary treated domestic wastewater, and a 
maximum of 0.04 MGD of storm water from building roof drains. The combined wastestreams are 
discharged into Favorite Channel at a distance of 400 feet from shore at a depth of 200 feet Mean Low 
Lower Water. 

1.2 Opportunities for Public Participation  
The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC or the Department) proposes to issue an 
Alaska Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (APDES) wastewater discharge permit to TSMRI. To 
ensure public, agency, and tribal notification and opportunities for participation, the Department: 

• identified the permit on the annual Permit Issuance Plan posted online at: 
http://www.dec.state.ak.us/water/wwdp/index.htm  

• notified potentially affected tribes that the Department would be working on this permit via letter, 
fax and/or email 

• posted a preliminary draft of the permit on-line for a 10-day applicant review 08/24/2012 – 
09/07/2012, and notified tribes and other agencies  

• posted a draft of the permit on-line for a 30-day Public Notice, 11/01/2012-12/01/2012 
• posted the proposed final permit on-line for a 5-day applicant review on 12/14/2012  
• sent email notifications via the APDES Program List Serve when the preliminary draft, draft, and 

proposed final permits were available for review 

The Department only received comment from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on the 
draft permit and supporting documents. The Department  requested comment from the Departments of 
Natural Resources,  Fish and Game, the National Marine Fisheries Service, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.  

http://www.dec.state.ak.us/water/wwdp/index.htm


Ted Stevens Marine Research Institute AK0053236 

  Page |3 

This document summarizes the comment submitted by EPA and the justification for any action taken or 
not taken by DEC in response to the comment. 

1.3 Final Permit 
The final permit was adopted by the Department on January 9, 2013. There were changes from the public 
noticed permit. Significant changes are identified in the response to comments and reflected in the final 
fact sheet for the permit. 

2 Comments Received From EPA 

2.1 Comment Summary 
The Department received a comment from EPA regarding Clean Water Act Section 316(b) and the 
requirements that the location, design, construction, and capacity of cooling water intake structures reflect 
the best technology available for minimizing adverse environmental impact. 

2.2 DEC Response 
While the facility does not include a cooling water intake structure, but rather simply an intake structure, 
the Department’s previously completed plan review process conducted under Alaska Administrative Code 
(AAC) 18 AAC 72 identified the facility’s location, design, construction, and capacity to be protective of 
the environment. 

3 DEC Changes to Permit Conditions 
After the close of the Public Notice period, the Department determined that the Short Term Methods for 
Estimating the Chronic Toxicity of Effluents and Receiving Waters to West Coast Marine and Estuarine 
Organisms, 1995, EPA 600-R-95-136 chronic whole effluent toxicity methods were more applicable to 
this discharge than the previously cited Short Term Methods for Estimating the Chronic Toxicity of 
Effluents and Receiving Waters to Freshwater and Marine Organisms, Third Edition, EPA 821-R-02-014 
(2002). The permit and fact sheet have been updated to reflect these changes. 
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