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Attachment 1 
Prescribed Fire Complexity Rating System Guide 

Smoke Management – Risk 
 Low Smoke concerns are generally few or easily mitigated.  The project will produce smoke for only a 

short period of time or is barely visible to the public.  Smoke exposure or amounts are not expected 
to cause health or safety concerns to project personnel or the public.  Members of the public have 
expressed few or no concerns about smoke. 

 Moderate Smoke concerns are moderate, and some concerns require special mitigation.  The project will 
produce smoke visible to the public over several days.  Smoke exposures or amounts may cause 
some health or safety concerns over a short period of time.  Members of the public have expressed 
some concerns about smoke. 

 High Smoke concerns are high and require special and sometimes difficult mitigation.  Smoke will be 
readily visible to the public and last several days to weeks.  Smoke exposures or amounts are likely 
to cause some health and safety concerns that will require special mitigation.  Large segments of 
the public are concerned about smoke. 

   

Smoke Management - Potential Consequences 
 Low No impacts OR minor impacts to isolated residences, remote roads or other facilities are expected.  

Firefighter exposure to smoke is expected to be minimal and not cause health and safety concerns. 
 Moderate Vistas, roads, and some residences may experience short-term decreases in visibility.  A few 

health-related complaints may occur.  Minor smoke intrusions may occur into smoke sensitive 
areas, but below levels that trigger regulatory concern.  Project personnel may be exposed to dense 
smoke for short periods of time. 

 High Vistas, roads, and residences may experience longer-term decreases in visibility OR significant 
decreases in visibility over the short-term.  Major smoke intrusions may occur into smoke sensitive 
areas, such as Class I airsheds, non-attainment areas, hospitals, and / or major airports, at levels that 
trigger regulatory concern.  Project personnel may be exposed to dense smoke for prolonged 
periods of time. 

   

Smoke Management - Technical Difficulty 
 Low No special operational procedures are required.  Limitations on wind direction, season, etc. may be 

present in the plan.  No mitigation efforts are deemed necessary 
 Moderate Some considerations are needed in the prescription OR ignition portions of the plan.  Burn window 

/ opportunities are reduced by the required weather / dispersion conditions.  Normal coordination 
with air quality officials is required.  Some mitigation measures or additional smoke modeling may 
be needed to address potential concerns with smoke impacts.  Specific smoke monitoring may be 
required to determine smoke plume heights and directions.  Rotating project personnel out of dense 
smoke is necessary but easy to accomplish. Some mitigation efforts can be used and will be placed 
into effect as necessary. 

 High Special considerations are needed in the prescribed fire plan.  Special smoke management 
techniques will be used.  Burn window / opportunities are limited by the required weather / 
dispersion conditions.  Special coordination with air quality officials is required.  Accelerated mop 
up may be planned to reduce smoke impacts.  Some mitigation measures or additional smoke 
modeling are required to address potential concerns with smoke impacts.  Specific smoke 
monitoring is required to determine smoke plume heights and directions.  Rotating project 
personnel out of dense smoke is necessary but may be difficult to accomplish.  Mitigation efforts 
can be used but are difficult or will not be applied. 
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