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May 27, 2015 
 
Aemon Wetmore 
FAA Alaska Region 
222 West 7th Ave., #14 
Anchorage, AK  99513-7587 
 
 
Re:  Summary of Determinations:  FAA Bethel Flight Service Station- AST 19-D-5, B302 Injection 

Well, and B300 Injection Well 
 

Dear Mr. Wetmore: 
 
The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has reviewed the environmental 
records for the referenced sites.  This decision letter memorializes the site history, cleanup actions, 
and standard conditions for long-term site management.  No further remedial action is required at 
AST 19-D-5 or the building 302 injection well, and at the building 300 injection well no further 
remedial action will be required as long as compliance with the closure conditions are maintained. 
 
Site Name and Location:    Name and Mailing Address of Contact Party: 
FAA Bethel Flight Service Station   Aemon Wetmore 
Shop Buildings 300 and 302   FAA Alaska Region 
Bethel, AK  99559    222 West 7th Ave., #14 

Anchorage, AK 99513-7587 
 
DEC Site Identifiers:     Regulatory Authority for Determination: 
File No: 2407.38.001    18 AAC 75  
Hazard ID: 1552 
Source Areas: 72530; 79773 
 
Site Descriptions and Background   
Three areas of concern (AOCs) are addressed in this document:  

1. AST 19-D-5 at Building 300 
2. Building 302 Injection Well 
3. Building 300 Injection Well 

 
Site descriptions and background information for each of these AOCs are below. 
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AST 19-D-5 was a 500-gallon, welded-steel tank located north of shop Building 300 at the Bethel 
FAA Station in Bethel, Alaska.  According to FAA records, the tank was installed in 1968 and 
stored waste oil generated by engine maintenance. On August 10, 1994, Harding Lawson 
Associates (HLA) removed AST 19-D-5.  Petroleum stains were evident on the ground surface 
beneath the former tank location. The petroleum release was reported to the DEC on August 11, 
1994 (DEC Spill No. 94-2601-220-04). 

 
Field notes from the 1999 injection well (IW) inventory conducted by the FAA at Bethel FAA 
station identified injection wells at Buildings 300 and 302 for investigation.  During the 
investigation, floor drains were observed at several buildings and, except for the drain located at 
Buildings 300 and 302, all the drains discharged to the ground surface either directly or were 
processed through septic systems or a sewage treatment plant.  

 
The IW at Building 300 was constructed in 1958 and received an average maximum injection rate 
of 50 gallons of wash water, snowmelt, and possible vehicle fluids per month.  Based on the 
building’s use, additional liquid wastes that may have entered the drain, including melt water from 
vehicles serviced or stored in the building; gasoline and diesel fuel from tank fill overflow or vehicle 
maintenance; waste oil released to the floor due to system leaks or during oil changes; metals 
(usually a component of used oil) from worn engine parts; solvents used to clean engine parts; and 
detergents. The floor sump that received fluids for this IW measured 12 inches by 18 inches and 
was approximately 20 inches deep.  A 3- inch pipe equipped with a grease trap connected the sump 
to a buried 5-foot square wooden crib that was located on the east side of the building.  

 
The former floor drain associated with the Building 302 IW was reportedly plugged when the 
building was converted from an auto hobby shop and storage building to an office around 1983. 
This IW was constructed of a 20-inch by 20-inch floor sump and 3-inch pipe that flowed out the 
north side of the building into a 5-foot square wooden leaching well.  The well was equipped with a 
4-inch overflow drain that extended to the ground surface 80 feet north of and at a lower grade 
than the well.  

 
Analytical soil samples collected from the Building 300 and 302 IW discharge points in 2011 
indicated that the concentrations of diesel-range organics (DRO) for one of the two end point 
samples collected from Building 300 IW and the one end point sample collected from the Building 
302 IW exceeded the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) regulatory limit. 
In addition, the concentration of arsenic exceeded the DEC regulatory limit. The remaining target 
analytes were either not detected or detected at concentrations less than applicable soil cleanup 
levels.  

 
Contaminants of Concern 
The following contaminants of concern, those above approved cleanup levels, were identified 
during the course of the site investigations summarized in the Characterization and Cleanup 
Activities section of this decision letter. This list covers all of the COCs that have been detected 
above Method 2 cleanup levels, or are associated with those contaminants detected above cleanup 
levels. 

 
• Gasoline Range Organics (GRO) 
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Bethel Building 302 Demolition Photographic Log 

A ‐ 5 

Photo 9: Concrete pad prior to its demolition; facing southeast (September 2, 2014). 

Photo 10: One of two sumps that formerly discharged to a decommissioned septic crib (September 2, 

2014). 




















