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FINDfNG OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

A Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) iS prepared after 
reviewing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for an action which does 
not require an Environmental Impact Statement per Army Regularion 
200-2, Chapter 5, Environmental Effects of Army Actions. 

1, ACTION TITLE: Resumption of Firing into the Eagle River Flats 

2. REPORTING INSTALLATION: Fort Richardson, Alaska 

3, EA DATS: December 31, 1991 

4. ACTION LOCATTON: Eagle River Flats; 9 silts northeast of 
downtown Anchorage, 4 miles north of the Fort Richardsar Canton- 
ment Area and 5 miles west of the community of Eagle River, Alaska, 

5, ACTIOPT DESCRTPTTON: The Winter Firing Alternative (Alternative 
C) was selected as the Army's preferred alternative to the aroposed 
action of resuming live-fire training in the Eagle River Flits_ 
Firing in the Eagle River Flats was reTporarily suspended ' ill 
February 1990 while researchers attempted to identify tk,e cause of 
tihe wazerfcwi die-off in the flats. in 
identified white phosphorus 

;anuarp 139i, sc'_5:ntists 
(WPJ as the nest likely causative agent 

responsible for the waterfowl mortali:? probies- The 
ccntizuing need to resume firing into 

2-y has a 
K;12 Xagio S!iV2r "lets as ?art 

of their mission essential training program on Fort Rlchartison. 

6. 91SC'JSSXOT.T C)F UTTTCIPATFD EN-VIRCP~~~lE?~TT~L ""FECTS A>lE :!~"~GATIG"J 
T{yAs"""c - -ha i..-- _ i+-- onvi~or*~.er~tt~ er -fg."cs of ::l.is a.zrrzn y-i=.1 
potentially could cause adverse impacts include soil and ii a t 2 r 
contamination, impacts on the wildlife using the flats aad noise in 
civilian communities near the Impact Area- Soil and warer contan- 
ination will be eliminated by not using WP in munition rounds fired 
into the flats and by conducting exercises in the Eagie ?..iver Flats 
only in the winter when sufficient ice cover is ?resen= ~3 protect 
the underlying sadiments- 
flats wil7 -A not be dfsrupted 

Waterfowl and other birds usi:q the 
during nigration periods or Ettring 

nescir.a sicce firing will occur in the rCnrer -months w-he:: 

have airoady departed the area and are on their winteri:= 
=he birds ! 

Noi 4a irr?acts will be greatly reduced r_s exercises will _e 
grounds. 

A + .- l,iz?t~(i 
to a five (5) month period on a yearly *basis, The Ar?y xi11 
continlle to r?.ake public service announc2menr.s iz local :tx~r)zpers 
Of ail large scale artillery and mortar zx~rctzes sc~~zd~~'_~d for Lh2 
Eagi2 ?.ivar ?lars prior to firing. 
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7. DECISION NOTTCE AND CONCLUSIONS LZADING TO THE FINDING OF PTO 
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT FOR RESUMPTION OF F'IRING INTO THE EAGLE RIVER 
FLATS IMPACT AREA: Based on the analysis discussed in th-e EA for 
this action, it is the decision of the Commander, 6th Infantrv 
Division (Light) and U.S. Army Garrison, Alaska to pr&eed wi;h the 
preferred alternative (Alternative C, Winter Firing Alternative) of 
resuming firing in the Eagle RiverFlacs Impact Area on Fort 
Richardson, Alaska- This alternative-will enable the Army to 
complete a large part of its artillery and mortar traininu mission 
on Fort Richardson. It has been determined that the acti;ity will 
not cause significant harmful effects on the environment, the 
wildlife, or the local civilian communities near the Eagle River 
Flats, This propose action will not constitute a major federal 
action significantly affecting the quality of the environment and, 
therefore, does not require the preparation of an Environmental 
Impact Statement- 

8, DEADLINE FOR COMMENTS: 20 December 1991 

9, CHANGES RESULTING FROM COMMENTS: Major changes to the draft 
EA, as a result of comments received from the public, have not been 
necessary as the concerns raised were adequately addressad in the 
original draft EA. 

10. COMPLETIOFT OF THE FONSI: The Natlcnal Environmental Pglic:r .:ct 
of 1969 (NEPA) requires federal aganciec to ?regare an 
environmental assessment for federal acticns, 
input, 

zo obtain public 
to update and revise the draft Z: FS anoropriate, - -- an- r.0 

complete a decision making statement *eKer?ining whether or not the 
proposed action will constitute a =a_?,~? Isdaral action 
-significantly affecting the quality of t5a environaent, The 
Finding of :ro Significant IFpact (?~ZlTZ:; er,7z:;ilsh2s :;z'_s 

Array ' s 

requirement. 

Brigadier General, TJSA 
;ssi;tant Div<sion Comnander 

for SunBart -- 


