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1. SUBJECT: Update on Eagle River Flats/Poleline Road
Contaminated Site Studies.

2. TFACTS:

a. The 1989 Eagle River Flats study conducted by Hunter E3E
under administration of USATHAMA has, as of this date, produced
no conclusive results or findings as to the cause of the
waterfowl mortality in the impact area. ’

b. ©Some of the analytical results have still not hssn
recelved and the final report which was originally due this month
will not ke available until Zpril, according to USATHAMA.

¢. 1In anticipation of all this, the Eagle River Flats Taslk
Force decided it should come up with a contingency plan
immediately as the sprinsg waterfowl migration would be upon us
before the USATHAMA final report was available. -

d. A latter was sent from the Garrison Commandsr to' ths U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service {USFWS) Regional Director asking for
assistance in developing a plan for 1990 based on the assumption
that the 1989 study failed to identify the problem (enclosure
1. In addition, a letter was sent to UZSATHAMA containing a
number of questions brought up by Task Force members at their
iast meeting on B lMNovember 1983 (enclosure 2). Answers to these
gqusstions have not vet been received.

&. In respronse to the Garrisen Commander®s letter, the USEWS
Regional Director assembled a team of biolegists and
toexicologists from both his local and Washington, D.C. offices. to
devslop a study plan for 199390: Unlike the previous study which
wag heavily ~cncentrated on fieldwork and zdministrative lzhor
costs (3D27,556) as opposed to actual Izsboratory aralysis

(3168,582) the USFWS study plan propeosess less fisldwork and
admninistrative effort (a2pproximately $127,015) with major
emphagis on actual anslysis (approximaTesly $517.620) Total
costs for last year’s effort, zs of 18 Octobar 1289, was $656, 138
rlus sprroximstely £75,000 in donated manpowver and scuivment
support from this Command (totalling $702,.628Y. Preliminary and
final repcrt prepsaration coste nay bring this fisurs clossr to
$B00,000 fov the FY 8% studv. The getimat=sd cost for the DAFWS

FY 90 study is arproximstely S515,000.
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£. From a technical aspect,

more rudimentary approach
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Eiver Flztfs,/Poleline Road Contaminzted

the USFVS Study Plan tﬂkes 2
in its attempt to isolate =nd identitfy

the chemical components of Eagle River Flats water and sediment.

the samples,

" Instead of looking for specific or limited suites of chemicals in
the plan proposss to test for Jjust abvout everything

ossible using the most sophisticated analysis methods available.

g. Due to the complex, technical and highly integrated
nature of the study, the USFWS recommends the majority of the

analytical work be handled by a private consultant.

The chemical

isolation/identification process requires expertise the USFWS
does not employ in Alaska, nor is it readily available in any of

their facilities elsewhere.

They are, however, open to further

discussions with the Command concerning the performance of

bertaln identified tasks,

partlculaPTy Sample Collection,

Flicrotox and Bird Utliluatlon.

h. In rscent discussions with Mr.

was stated that 1990 DERA

£1i Alavi of UCATHAMA it
funding for Eagle River Flatz work was

highly unlikely due to the following:
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iver Flate project is technically
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(5) The hazard presented by the Ezgle River Flats
eitwation (i.e., health risks) is considered low by USATHAMA
etzndayrds=.
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F200,000 for FY 20 Zzgle
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the investigaticn of the
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of the local publicity it was

dicated that they have no intention of
cn Ezgls River Tlats and are rsluctant
inz.

lats Task Force was informed st thain
19E5) that USATHAMS hed set aside

Eiver Flats studies. They now say that
&8, thay are diverting that monev foward
recently discovered Foleline Eoad
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Jj. The Poleline Road contaminated site was brought to the
Command’s attention in fall 1989 by Mr. Floyd C. Fruik (a former
soldier on Fort Richardson during the early 1950s) and later
confirmed by old photographs and mapes cbtained from the Corps of
Engineers.

k. The escore of work for the Poleline Road contaminated site
study has just heen completed and the estimated costs are
arproximately $300,000.

3. ACTION TAKEN.

a. This Command has been an active member of the
investigative task force and has contributed significantly toward
tha entire effort. During the 1989 study, it provided the "
contractor, free of charge, with almost 100% of their logistical
needs in the field to include helicopter and vehicle support, use
of cances, tent, and snowshoes. In addition, a significant
amount of manpower support was provided by the Garrison
Commander, DEH Environmental Resources, Aviation Office, Safety
Dffice; and EOD.

b. Training schedules were manipulated and modified to
accommodate the study.

c. The Garrison Commander provided the task force contractopr
and USATHAMA with all available information regarding the
chemical compeosition of munitions being Fired into Eagle River
Flats.

d. Flexikility and concern for the rescurcez has bheen, and
continues to b2, demonstrated by this Command as firing
activitlies in the Eagls River Flats were again ocurtailed when
Tundra and Trumpeter Swans gathered on the Flats prisr to
nigrating scuth. This cease-fire osccurs ernually when swans ars
rregsnt in large concentraticns in accovrdance with ourrent Lrmy
oiicy.

hj b

4. ACTION REQUIRED.

a. Review zand evaluats all aspects of th
rerformed by Hunter ESE to include the follows

(1Y Oblectives mst.
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) Contractor’s performance.

[

(

(3) Interpretaticn of data.

t4} Quality of results (lab and field).

(5) EHEfficient sxpenditure of public monies.
(8) Conclusions reached.

b. Hesolve essential actions which are pivotal to the
continuance of FY 80,/91 follow-on study:

(1) Eatify the study plan.

(2) Determine who funds the study.

Iy

Encls EDWIN R. RUFE
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