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Ms. Lisa Wade 
Chickaloon Village Traditional Council 
PO Box 1105 
Chickaloon, AK 99674 
 
Subject: Informal Review for Air Quality Minor Permit AQ1227MSS04 for Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc. 

Wishbone Hill Facility, as amended 2/5/15. 

Dear Ms. Wade: 

I have completed my informal review of the minor permit (Permit No. AQ1227MSS04, Rev. 1) 
revised on February 5, 2015, which you requested in a letter dated February 19, 2015 on behalf of 
the Chickaloon Village Traditional Council (CVTC). You contested the ambient air quality boundary 
upon which the permit is based, alleging that ADEC had not demonstrated that Usibelli has the 
authority or ability to exclude the public.1 

For this review I have considered your request and supporting information, your response to 
Director Edwards’ February 27, 2015 request for additional information, Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc. 
response to Director Edwards’ February 27, 2015 request for information, appropriate federal 
guidance, and the permit record.  

Decision: 

I find that the ambient air quality boundary used in the permit decision was correct, and that 
Usibelli’s authority and ability to preclude public access within the ambient air quality boundary are 
adequate. The permit, as amended through February 5, 2015 remains effective as written.   

Reasons for the Decision: 

Usibelli’s lease includes a provision stating that public access may be restricted for safety reasons. 
Preventing persons from experiencing unhealthy levels of air pollution can be reasonably described 

1 You also assert that Usibelli should not exclude the public from the area; however, that question is not a relevant 
criteria for establishment of an ambient air quality boundary for permitting purposes and was not reviewed. 
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