
Dungeness Crab Harvesting Guidelines 

The monitoring program for paralytic shellfish poison (PSP) in commercially harvested Dungeness crab is 
updated periodically to determine existing levels of PSP. Results of PSP testing in the summer of 2011 
found elevated levels of PSP in Area 3, specifically, Fish and Game District 15, which consistently 
exceeded the FDA regulatory limit. 

 Based on these results, areas 1, 2, 4, 5 & 6 will continue to be classified unrestricted harvest.  
 Area 3, Fish & Game District 15 only, is now classified as restricted harvest.  

Restricted areas:  3 (Fish & Game District 15 only), 7, 8, 9 Unrestricted areas: 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 
Dungeness crab processed from restricted areas must be 
eviscerated before entering commerce and cannot be 
sold whole. 
 

 Dungeness crab in unrestricted zones can 
be sold whole or processed. 
 

 
Processors who want to process and market whole Dungeness from restricted areas may contact 
ADEC seafood program for lot sampling for PSP to determine acceptability of lot for commerce. 
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