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Presentation Roadmap

What isn’t and is a Brownfield
Federal Definition of a Brownfield
Expansion, Reuse, and Redevelopment
Assistance for Addressing Brownfields
ADEC State Response Program
Contacts



What is not a Brownfield?

≠ A site without an 
enhanced or new 
use

≠ Sites with potentially 
responsible  parties 
that don’t meet the 
federal definition of 
a Brownfield

≠ Sites listed or 
proposed for the 
National Priorities List 
(NPL);

≠ Sites an 
administrative order 
under CERCLA; 

≠ Sites under the 
jurisdiction, custody, 
or control of the US



What is a Brownfield?

✔real property
✔perceived or actual 

contamination
✔enhanced or new 

use exists
✔meets the federal 

definition of a 
brownfield

✔“mine-scarred 
lands”;

✔ property 
contaminated by 
“controlled 
substances” (e.g., 
meth labs);

✔Petroleum 
contamination



Federal Definition of Brownfields

Defined as “real property, the 
expansion, redevelopment, or reuse 
of which may be complicated by the 
presence or potential presence of a 
hazardous substance, pollutant, or 

contaminant.”
-----------Why Does It Matter?-----------
Funding depends on meeting the definition.



What does expansion, reuse, or 
redevelopment really mean?

Building for a public good, e.g. schools, 
community center, housing

Greenspace – community gardens, trails, 
parks, subsistence and cultural spaces

Transportation
Business creation
 It is not just for industrial parks or tax base 

creation…



Why address brownfields?
 Studies estimate >400,000 brownfields nationally
 The cleanup & reuse of properties helps with:
-Environmental concerns – cleans up 

contaminated or potentially contaminated property
-Social concerns – removes community eyesores 

or blight on cultural resources
-Economic concerns – brings unused or 

underutilized property back into use, helping with 
revenue 
-Prevention of future brownfields creation –

recycles land, reducing need for use of existing 
greenspace



Types of Brownfield Assistance:
Targeted Brownfields Assessments – assistance 

provided by EPA and not a grant
Assessment, Revolving Loan Fund, and 

Cleanup Grants
Environmental Workforce Development Job 

Training Grants
Area Wide Planning Grants
Response Program Grants – Capacity Building
Other Technical Assistance Support - EPA 

Technical Assistance to Brownfields Grantee -
CCLR  



Types of Assistance

Targeted Brownfields Assessment
Assistance and not a grant
Activities: Investigating site history, sampling 

suspected environmental contaminants, building an 
inventory of potential brownfields, prioritizing sites, 
community involvement, cleanup and future reuse 
planning Clean up Options & Cost Estimates
Joanne LaBaw Region 10 contact at  (206) 553-

2594 or labaw.joanne@epa.gov

mailto:labaw.joanne@epa.gov


Types of Assistance

Competitive Brownfield 
Cooperative Agreements/Grants:
Assessment, Revolving Loan Fund, 

Cleanup
Environmental Workforce 

Development Job Training
Area Wide Planning



The Competitive Grants
Who Is Eligible to Apply?

 Federally Recognized Tribes not located in Alaska
 Metlakatla Indian Community –reservation
 Alaska Native Village Corporations 
 Alaska Native Regional Corporations
 Local Governments
 Land Clearance/Quasi-Governmental Entities
 State Legislated Government Entities
 Regional Councils of Government 
 Redevelopment Agency –under Tribe/State
 States
 Nonprofit Organizations (Cleanup/Job Training Only)

B
row

nfield A
ssistance:



The Competitive Grants -
Brownfields Grant Conditions

Administrative Costs Not Funded (i.e. 
indirect)

Grant & Loan Recipients May Not Be a 
Superfund Potentially Responsible Party 

 or
Viable Owner Responsible for 

Petroleum Release

B
row

nfield A
ssistance:



The Competitive Grants …

Approximately $60 Million will be available 
– depending on national budget 

25% of funds to petroleum contaminated 
sites

Deadline for submission of Assessment, 
Revolving Loan Fund, and Cleanup grant 
applications is December 18, 20015

Application Guidelines available online at 
www.epa.gov/brownfields

B
row

nfield A
ssistance:



Types of Assistance
You Need Assessment Work if...
a site investigation is needed to complete the 

history of activities;
previous sampling indicated environmental 

contaminants;
an inventory of potential brownfields is necessary 

to identify all the potential threats 
prioritizing sites will assist in meeting community 

needs and targeting limited resources
it is time to develop formal community involvement  

plans for site cleanup and future reuse.



Types of Assistance
You Need Cleanup Work if…

it is time to develop formal community 
involvement  plans for site cleanup and future 
reuse.
the site warrants a cleanup and selection of 

a method in sync with the future use.
the site is ready for actual remediation
monitoring or confirmation sampling is 

required to determine the effectiveness of the 
cleanup



Types of Assistance

Non-Competitive Brownfield 
Cooperative Agreements/Grants:
Capacity Building
128(a) State and Tribal Response 

Program



Capacity Building 
State & Tribal Response Program
What is it for?
To “establish and enhance” a response 

program
Who is eligible?
Any federally recognized Indian tribe
States

 Is it a competition?
No, it’s a non-competitive application, but 

sharing it with 50 states, other tribes, and 
territories

B
row

nfield A
ssistance:



Alaska EPA Brownfields 
Environmental Workforce 
Development Job Training 

Programs
EWDJT Grantee Zender Environmental
Dr. Lynn Zender, lzender@zendergroup.org
April Reed-McCoy, areed@zendergroup.org

EWDJT Alaska Forum on the Environment
Kurt Eilo, keilo@akforum.org
Karen Kroon, kkroon@akforum.org

mailto:lzender@zendergroup.org
mailto:areed@zendergroup.org
mailto:keilo@akforum.org
mailto:kkroon@akforum.org


Types of Assistance

EPA Technical Assistance to Brownfields 
(TAB) Communities Program
Ignacio Dayrit of CCLR Center for 

Creative Land Recycling
(415) 398-1080
Ignacio.Dayrit@cclr.org

mailto:Ignacio.Dayrit@cclr.org


AK Assistance – ADEC State Response Program

Amy Rodman, 465-5368, amy.rodman@alaska.gov
Christy Howard, 465-5206, christy.howard@alaska.gov

 Provide technical assistance and training 
 Provide regulatory guidance 
 Provide grant assistance 
 Provide community outreach assistance 
 Provide contracted assessment and cleanup 

services 
 Project oversight 
 Manage state website of contaminated sites
 Coordinate with other state agencies 
 Organize annual STRP gathering for information 

sharing

mailto:amy.rodman@alaska.gov
mailto:christy.howard@alaska.gov


ROADMAP
oDEC State Response Program

oTribal Response Programs in Alaska

oDEC Brownfield Assessment and Cleanup (DBAC) 

oDBAC SFY17

oBrownfield Projects in Alaska

oCS Database tools/contact information



EPA STATE RESPONSE PROGRAM 
Educational outreach about brownfields in Alaska
Outreach materials
Presentations
Workshops/training

Assist cities, villages, boroughs, and tribes in addressing reuse and 
redevelopment at brownfields sites around Alaska.
DEC Brownfield Assessment and Cleanup Services
Technical assistance
Regulatory guidance
Project facilitation, coordination, and oversight



Maniilaq Association

Native Village 
of St. Michael

Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council

Tanana Chiefs Conference

Copper River Native Association

Alaska 
Native 
Tribal 
Health 

Consortium 
(ANTHC)

Native Village 
of Eklutna

ALASKA STATE & TRIBAL RESPONSE
PROGRAMS

Primary Office Locations

Chuathbaluk 
Traditional 

Council
Native Village of Tazlina

Bristol Bay 
Native 

Association

Port Heiden 
Native 
Council

Nelson Island 
Consortium

Kuskokwim River 
Watershed Council

Yakutat Tlingit 
Tribe

Native 
Village of 

Eyak

Organized
Village of
Kasaan

Metlakatla 
Indian 

Community

Central Council of 
Tlingit & Haida 
Indian Tribes of 

Alaska (CCTHITA)
Douglas Indian 

Association

Hydaburg Cooperative Association

Craig Tribal Association

Grayling, Anvik, 
Shageluk, and 

Holy Cross 
Consortium 

(GASH)

Orutsararmiut 
Native Council

Klawock Cooperative Association

Native Village of Gakona

Sitka Tribe of Alaska

Alaska Department of 
Environmental 

Conservation (ADEC)



NATIVE VILLAGE OF 
EYAK



TRP COLLABORATION – HOME HEATING OIL



DEC BROWNFIELD ASSESSMENT & CLEANUP (DBAC)

Assessment or cleanup for eligible brownfield properties

Services awarded

Competitive statewide

Application period will open early fall – summer 2017 



Eligible Entities

Public, quasi-public, and non-profit entities
Alaska Native Regional & Village corporations
Local Governments
Regional Development Organizations
Federally Recognized Tribes



Eligible Sites

Underutilized 
Land or 
Building

Reuse Plan

Real or 
Suspected 

Contamination

No Viable 
Responsible 

Party Brownfield



Alaska Brownfields
Abandoned tank farms

Old BIA schools

Old canneries

Former military sites

Former drycleaners

Former gas stations

Mine sites

…and many more!

Buckner Building-Whittier, AK

Keku Cannery-Kake, AK

Old BIA School-Newtok, AK



Contamination 
Brownfields Site: real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of 
which may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a 
hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.
Includes: Petroleum or petroleum products

Controlled Substances
Mine-scarred land

Wrangell Junk Yard – Wrangell, AK 



Reuse

Benefit to many!



Funding Limitations & Partnerships

Partnerships:

IGAP, TRPs

Native Corporations

Non-profits

Federal – CDBG, USDA, DoD

In the future:

Tax incentives for cleaning up brownfields

State money allocated for brownfields cleanup 



DBAC Objectives

Determine if environmental problem is limiting reuse

Identify nature and extent of contamination

Make recommendations for additional assessment

Identify cleanup options and cost estimates

Conduct cleanup activities to enable site reuse



Services

Soil assessment

Groundwater assessment

Hazardous building materials survey

Asbestos abatement and disposal

Landfill permit assistance



DBAC SFY2017 – Communities 



DBAC SFY2017 - Applicants

Local Goverments
36%

Tribal Government
36%

Quasi-public/Non-
profit
14%

State Agency
14%



DBAC SFY 2017 – Reuse/Redevelopment

Multi-purpose community building

Subsistence-use dock

Arts complex

Public drift boat retrieval facility

Housing



McGrath Community Center

City of McGrath – CDBG

McGrath Native Village Corp – ICDBG

CIP Funding

DBAC

Raised over $2 million



DBAC Project Example –
Former Kake Elementary School



CS Database Tools





Thank You!
Christy Howard
Environmental Program Specialist
christy.howard@alaska.gov
907-465-5206

Amy Rodman
Environmental Program Specialist
amy.rodman@alaska.gov
907-465-5368

Mary Goolie
EPA Brownfield Project Officer, Alaska and STRP Program lead
goolie.mary@epa.gov

EPA Regional website – Search “R10 Brownfields”

http://Yosemite.epa.gov/R10/Cleanup.NSF/sites/bf

DEC Brownfields Website

http://dec.alaska.gov/spar/csp/brownfields.htm

mailto:christy.howard@alaska.gov
mailto:amy.rodman@alaska.gov
mailto:goolie.mary@epa.gov
http://yosemite.epa.gov/R10/Cleanup.NSF/sites/bf
http://dec.alaska.gov/spar/csp/brownfields.htm
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