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ABOUT US
ADEC’s Brownfields Program was started in 

2003

DEC’s Brownfields Assessment (DBA) service 
first projects were in 2005

The “C” for Cleanup was added to DBA 
Services in 2014
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Anne Marie Palmieri

• Environmental Program Specialist IV

Christy Howard

• Environmental Program Specialist III

Lisa Griswold

• Environmental Program Specialist III



FIRST UP
CONSULTANTS

WEBSITE
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INVENTORY

PUBLIC RECORD

HTTPS://DEC.ALASKA.GOV/SPAR/CSP/BROWNFIELDS/

HTTPS://DEC.ALASKA.GOV/APPLICATIONS/SPAR/PUBLICMVC/CSP/SEARCH/

HTTPS://DEC.ALASKA.GOV/SPAR/CSP/BROWNFIELDS/PROJECTS

https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/csp/brownfields/
https://dec.alaska.gov/Applications/SPAR/PublicMVC/CSP/Search/
https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/csp/brownfields/projects


FIRST UP
CONSULTANTS

SUCCESSES
• Provided ASTM I/II ESA training 

to TRPs in 2018

• Resumed management of DBAC 
projects which included:

• Keku Cannery (Kake)

• Yukon Trading Post (Circle)

• Heinz Salvage Yard (Gakona)

• Ruby (Ruby)

• Chevak (Chevak)

• Delta Junction Trespass Shooting 
Range (Delta Junction)

• Discovery Campus Kasaan (Kasaan)

• Klawock Old Clinic (Klawock)

• Tanana Community Hall (Tanana)

• Golovin Former Fish Processing 
Plant (Golovin)

• Began revamping website

5ADEC



FIRST UP
CONSULTANTS

CHALLENGES

• Managing 10 DBAC projects

• One field season

• Procurement process

6ADEC



Alaska Native Tribal  

Health Consortium

Bailey Richards
Program Coordinator since 2017

Joy Britt
Program Manager since 2014



Our TRP Program

• Service unit spans 36 communities across southern and  
interior Alaska

• Services include:
– Technical assistance (DBACs, funding requests, SOP

development, etc.)

– Creating inventory of contaminated sites
– Identifying resources and connecting communities with

potential partners

– Site reuse planning and facilitating efforts for site  
remediation

• Tribal Technical Assistance to Brownfields: Alaska hub



Successes

Success #1: Alaska Tribal Conference on Environmental  Management

• Over 450 attendees
• Amazing brownfields  presentations in  Contamination 

Support track  (liability, success stories, spill  response, 
mycoremediation,  and more!)

• Survived earthquake
• 128(a) work plan development  training



Success #2: Tribal Brownfields Forum

https://www.tribalbrownfields.org/en/brownfields

https://www.tribalbrownfields.org/en/brownfields


Success #3: Developing Standard Operating Procedures

We can now assist TRPs
with SOP development!



Challenges

• Website updates

• How do we structure our webpage and resources to be helpful for  

new TRP coordinators/visitors to our site?

https://anthc.org/what-we-do/community-environment-and-health/brownfield-
contaminated-sites/

• Gathering feedback on desired brownfield assistance

• How can we help you? Let us know!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JH8CS6L

https://anthc.org/what-we-do/community-environment-and-health/brownfield-contaminated-sites/
https://anthc.org/what-we-do/community-environment-and-health/brownfield-contaminated-sites/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JH8CS6L


Contact Information

Joy Britt  

jdbritt@anthc.org 

907-729-5630

Bailey Richards  

bkrichards@anthc.org 

907-729-4008

mailto:jdbritt@anthc.org
mailto:bkrichards@anthc.org




BBNA’s Brownfield Website
https://www.bbna.com/our-programs/natural-resources/brownfields-program/

https://www.bbna.com/our-programs/natural-resources/brownfields-program/


2019 Successes So Far…



Challenges So Far…



Chickaloon Native Village
Tribal Response Program

Jessica Winnestaffer
Environmental Stewardship Director
jewinnestaffer@chickaloon-nsn.gov

907.745.0737

Richard Chiolero
TRP Coordinator (since April 2019)

rechiolero@chickaloon-nsn.gov
907.745.0737



Ahtna Athabascan Tribe

Southcentral Alaska

1 hour from Anchorage

On the road system

Matanuska River    
Watershed Focus Area



Chickaloon Native Village 
Tribal Response Program

• TRP Webpage
• http://www.chickaloon-

nsn.gov/tribal-response-program/

• TRP Public Record and Inventory
• Scroll to bottom of TRP Webpage 

for Public Record

• Enlarge Public Record map and DEC-
listed contaminated site details



Chickaloon Native Village 
TRP Success Stories

• Developing good working relationship with DEC staff 
members & communicating about a contaminated site on 
Tribal lands

• Outreach Events = successful for teaching the community 
about brownfields AND for accumulating contaminated site 
information.

• Hosted Spill Prevention and Cleanup Training for several 
Tribal Departments 



Chickaloon Native Village 
TRP Challenge

• Our TRP webpage doesn’t generate data about sites of 
concern from community members. 

• We have an on-line form anyone can fill out, but no one has used it yet. 

• Instead face to face discussions are the best way to gather information.



Chuathbaluk Tribal Response 

Program 
2019 Alaska STRP Workshop

Tracy Simeon, Tribal Administrator 

Patricia Yaska, TRP Coordinator 



The Chuathbaluk Tribal Response 

Program 
 https://www.curarpaluk.com/brownfield

https://www.curarpaluk.com/brownfield


Chuathbaluk Brownfield Inventory 
 https://www.curarpaluk.com/brownfields-site-inventory

 We are currently using the Brownfield Inventory as the Public Record 

because there are currently no response actions to any of our sites. 

https://www.curarpaluk.com/brownfields-site-inventory


SUCCESS! 
 Successful Brownfield School Presentations that resulted in Re-Use 

ideas for the Former Laundromat Site (FY16/17, Element 3) 



SUCCESS! 
 We wrote in our workplan to hire an Environmental Technical Consultant. After 

putting out an informal bid, we hired Kendra Zamzow, Center For Science in Public 

Participation (CSP2). She submitted Effective Written Comments on the Donlin Gold 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on behalf of the Chuathbaluk Traditional 

Council (FY17/18, Element 2) 



SUCCESS! 

We received Public Input on the top 2 sites in our 

Inventory during the February 2019 Chuathbaluk 

Traditional Council Meeting (we’ve never had 

feedback on those 2 sites yet) & found out there 

was a change in land ownership, but we need 

to research it more to see if it’s eligible to be a 

Brownfield. 



Challenges 

Multiple TRP Coordinator turnovers until 

Patricia was hired in 2015. 

Low public participation 

Lack of public knowledge of what the TRP 

is and it’s purpose. 



Glennallen, AK.
www.crnative.org

http://www.crnative.org/


Successes

• Getting the TRP grant back in 2018 was a great 
accomplishment, after it had not been applied 
for in 2017.

• Total revamp of the Public Record.

• White Good Exodus removal of 75 items.



Challenges

• Turn over in Project Officers



Sharla Huckabey
TRP Coordinator

Shuckabey@crnative.org

907-822-8826

mailto:Shuckabey@crnative.org


DOUGLAS INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Brownfield

Tribal Response Program

(Michael Penn | Juneau 

Empire) 



BROWNFIELD TRIBAL RESPONSE GRANTEE: 8 YEARS
JUNEAU/DOUGLAS, ALASKA
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• ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALIST

BERNADINE DEASIS
Email: bdeasis@diataku.com

Phone: (907) 364-2916

• TRP COORDINATOR

KAMAL LINDOFF
Email: klindoff@diataku.com

Phone: (907) 364-3567

mailto:bdeasis@diataku.com
mailto:klindoff@diataku.com


DIA BROWNFIELD STATE & TRIBAL RESPONSE PROGRAM

WEBSITE LINK: https://diataku.com/DIA TRIBAL SITES PUBLIC RECORD 

https://diataku.com/


↑ DIA TRIBAL TERRITORY ↑ ~~~ ↑ DIA TRP SITE MAP↑



DIA SUCCESS STORIES

SAMPLE ANALYSIS WAS PERFORMED FOR METALS ASSOCIATED

WITH MINING DISCHARGE: METHYMERCURY, INORGANIC ARSENIC,

AND LEAD TO ASSESS THE POTENTIAL RISK TO THE ECOLOGICAL

HEALTH AND/OR TRIBAL MEMBERS THROUGH DIRECT CONTACT

WITH SEDIMENTS OR THROUGH CONSUMPTION OF LOCAL AND

TRADITIONAL FOODS.

 INTERTIDAL SEDIMENT SAMPLING AT SUNNY COVE &   GRIZZLY 

BAR LOCATED ON THE SHORELINE OF TAKU INLET

SANDY BEACH SEDIMENT, CLAM TISSUE & CRAB TISSUE 

SAMPLING (BOTH 2014 & 2016)

PETER NAOROZ (SHEEP CREEK) SEDIMENT SAMPLING

USGS & DIA CONDUCTED WATER-QUALITY SAMPLING & FLOOD 

HYDROLOGY RESEARCH ON TAKU RIVER (1998-2003) 

To establish a baseline for assessing potential mining impacts on 

water quality      

38



THANK YOU

TRP EMAILS:

klindoff@diataku.com or bdeasis@disatsku.com

Website: https://diataku.com/environmental-dept/

Please contact the DIA office with any comments, concerns or questions
Records can be viewed at the Brownfield office located in the Tribal Office.

GASTINEAU CHANNEL IN JUNEAU, ALASKA

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

mailto:klindoff@diataku.com
mailto:bdeasis@disatsku.com
https://diataku.com/environmental-dept/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gastineau_Channel
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


FY18 Awesomeness Report



Current NVE Focus Projects:

• Old Matanuska Townsite

• Eklutna Army Site (NALEMP)

Native Village of Eklutna (NVE) is a Dena’ina 
Athabascan Alaska Tribe. Eklutna is the last 
traditional Dena’ina village in the Anchorage area.  
It is located in Southcentral Alaska, along the Knik 
Arm of the Upper Cook Inlet, 25 miles northeast 
of Anchorage proper. 

NVE’s Land and Environment Department houses 
the TRP program, with two full time staff 
members; Marc Lamoreaux and Carrie Ann 
Brophil. 

NVE Land and Environment Website
With Public Record and Inventory

http://eklutna-nsn.gov/departments/land-and-environment/contaminated-sites/

Looking to the future:

• Matanuska River Dump

• Projects within Anchorage

http://eklutna-nsn.gov/departments/land-and-environment/contaminated-sites/


Success Stories

Eklutna Army Site (Formerly Used Defense Site, FUDs)
• Coordinated FUDs investigation of widespread TCE soil and 

groundwater contamination with Tribe.
• Developed successful NALEMP Cooperative Agreement 

applications to address possible contamination sources.

GIS Contaminated Sites Mapping
• We worked with our TRP GIS consultant and the ADEC 

Contaminated Sites Database to GIS map all the open 
contaminated sites and sites of concern to NVE in the Cook 
Inlet watershed and NVE traditional territory.

http://eklutna-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Eklutna_spip_2018_index_b.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1Mxb6elYFfYq5n7awHTjA-Q1Vzl4s5iJH&ll=61.5063161177708,-149.48627134999998&z=11


Old Matanuska Townsite

The Old Matanuska Townsite was identified as the best EPA and ADEC 
Brownfield candidate among NVE prioritized contaminated sites.  A private party, 
now insolvent, stockpiled large amounts of contaminants, including military 
surplus petroleum products, PCBs, antifreeze, junk vehicles, glycol and other 
hazardous substances in a partial wetland.  Eklutna, Inc. owns nearby properties 
that may be secondarily impacted by contaminants.  Eklutna, Inc. commissioned 
a Chilkat Environmental Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment leading to 
several agencies, including ADEC, EPA and Matanuska-Susitna Borough removing 
much of the source contaminants and some contaminated soil. NVE TRP 
evaluated impacted landowners’ and agencies’ interest in designation of 
affected site area as a brownfield with potential as a compensatory wetlands 
restoration and conservation mitigation area.

A TBA was completed and submitted in 2018, with approval from the EPA in the 
fall 2018. The proposed work going forward is to drill three wells in the vicinity 
to test for groundwater contamination and to post no dumping signage to 
hopefully reduce any ongoing dumping by other parties. 

Next Step:



From the: 2009 EPA START Report

Left: A diagram from the 2009 EPA START Report showing the 
location of the debris at the Matanuska Townsite, overlaid on a 
parcel map.

Below: a 2018 areal image of the site underlaid with a parcel map 
showing proposed areas for drilling. 



z

Native Village of Eyak’s State and Tribal 
Response Program in Cordova, Alaska

 Ivy Patton is the Environmental Coordinator, who manages the Brownfield 

(since 2010) and NALEMP (2019) programs.  She also assists with the IGAP 

program and the Chinook Escapement Program on the Copper River.  

 NVE’s public record and webpage can be found at htpps://nveyak.com

 Challenges include getting landowners with potential contaminated sites to 

work with me.

 Successes include two 24-hour Spill Response trainings and one 40-hour 

HAZWOPER training in Cordova, one successful DBAC application for illegal 

dump sites on native lands, and a successful home heating tank safety 

awareness program.  



Who We Are

The Native Village of Gakona (NVG) has a Tribal Response Program 

(TRP) dedicated to identifying Brownfield sites. Our TRP is 

committed to Gakona, Mentasta and everything in between totaling 

346,793 acres.



Contact Info

NVG’s Website:
https://nvgakona.com/

Link to Our Public Record:
https://nvgakona.com/trp/

Brandie Radigan – Environmental Coordinator
gakonaec@gmail.com

Derrick Sinyon – Environmental Assistant
gakonaepa@gmail.com

https://nvgakona.com/
https://nvgakona.com/trp/
mailto:gakonaec@gmail.com
mailto:gakonaepa@gmail.com


Success Stories

1 – Property access to the Heinz Site

2 – Successful DBAC application that allowed to get test results 

for the Heinz Site

3 – Completely rebuilt website and Public Record that is easily 

navigable and user friendly.



Challenges



I work for the Organized 

Village of Kasaan, on 

Prince of Wales Island



Success Stories:

• Prince of Wales Island Wide Mining Symposium

• Discovery Campus DBAC

• Collaboration w/ local school district and city to start the 

process of cleaning up an asbestos contaminated library.



• 9th Symposium put on by  

OVK’s brownfields program.

• Share and learn about 

mining issues in southeast 

and throughout the region. 

• Information on 

environmental 

contamination due to 

mining.

• What mines are doing to 

protect the environment.



The Discovery Campus is 

tribal land that will be our 

main tourist gathering place. 

The reuse of this land is 

being held-up due to 

petroleum contamination.

An assessment DBAC has 

been granted and we are 

just waiting for its 

completion.



Collaborating with the school district, city and tribe in getting the 

asbestos cleaned up in our library.



• Community participation

• Getting land owners to 

cleanup their land.

• Finding sites that are 

available for cleanup.



https://kasaan.org/brownfields-program

Kasaan.org





The Bering Strait Region:



KAWERAK BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM

PUBLIC RECORD

HTTPS://TRPCOORD.WIXSITE.COM/KAWERAK-BROWNFIELDS

INVENTORY

HTTPS://TRPCOORD.WIXSITE.COM/KAWERAK-BROWNFIELDS/COPY-OF-CONTACT

https://trpcoord.wixsite.com/kawerak-brownfields
https://trpcoord.wixsite.com/kawerak-brownfields/copy-of-contact


CHALLENGES

• DETERMINING THE LIABLE PARTY 

RESPONSIBLE FOR 

CONTAMINATION ON THE OLD AVEC 

TANK FARM IN ELIM. 



SUCCESSES

• WORKING WITH DEC AND THE COMMUNITY 

ON UNDERSTANDING ASSESSMENT RESULTS

• WORKING TOWARDS REMEDIATION!



THANK YOU!

QUESTIONS?

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: JULIUS JOHNSON, JR. AT JJOHNSON@KAWERAK.ORG OR CALL (907) 443-4259

mailto:jjohnson@Kawerak.org


Klawock Cannery



STRP/Brownfields 
Coordinator

Klawock Cooperative Association

Brian Holter Jr



klawocktribe.org

Brownfields

Potential  Brownfields sites

around Klawock 



3 Success stories



Klawock IGAP Unmet Needs Grant, 
City of Klawock and Brownfields 

Abandon vehicles at City Trailer Park The Clean up and playground equipment





Kasaan and Klawock 
STRP/Brownfields POW
Mining collaboration

The two Tribes have worked 
together on many projects, this 
year the  two have decided to 
join forces on the Annual POW 
Mining Symposium. 

Held at Craig Tribal Hall 

April 23th thru 25th



City of Klawock and Tribe remove old dangerous boats



Biggest challenge getting all stakeholders to work together.



Be patient and good luck!



Maniilaq Association
Office of Environmental Health



Maniilaq Service Area



Office of 
Environmental 

Health

Rural Utility 
Support

Maniilaq 
Environmental 

Health Lab

Institutional 
Environmental 

Health

Rabies 
Prevention

Food Safety

EPA Indian 
General 

Assistance 
Program

Brownfield 
State and 

Tribal 
Response 
Program

https://www.maniilaq.org/community-health/

Stan Tomaszewski
Recycling/Brownfield Coordinator

Chris Dankmeyer
Environmental Health Manager



Brownfield / State and Tribal Response Program

• We identify, inventory, and respond to 
environmental contamination concerns in 
the region. 

• We help educate local organizations and the 
general public about contaminated sites and 
Brownfield sites in the region

• Building a tribal ArcGIS platform to enhance 
our contaminated site inventories and public 
participation

https://www.maniilaq.org/community-health/



FY17 Success Stories

1. Enhanced capacity through alignment of OEH’s Maniilaq Environmental 
Health Lab with the TRP.
• screening supplies and equipment
• certifiable lab facility for analysis 
• training facility for TRP staff or to develop qualified tribal staff

2. Three OEH/TRP staff completed Qualified Sampler (QS) Training
• Obtaining in-house QS capabilities enhances our ability to understand and assist 

enforcement authorities with clean-up and verification procedures and activities. 

3. Brownfield Prevention: Through outreach, education, and technical 
assistance we supported tribal communities, regional entities to divert over 
30 tons of electronic wastes and 11.5 tons of hazardous lead-acid batteries 
from community environments and unlined rural landfills.

4. Established ArcGIS capability that can allow each tribe to participate and 
manage their own inventories.



TRP Challenges

• Fully staffing the TRP with a program coordinator and technician has 
been challenging. 

• New OEH/TRP staff has been on a learning curve to effectively report 
on TRP activities. 



Thank You!



Marce Simeon

nvn.brownfield@gmail.com



Marce

 Daughter of the late Angela Gregory

 Granddaughter of the late Annie Gregory

 Wife to Jon Simeon (17.28 years)

 Mother to JP, Sam, Jacquelyn and Raejin

 Volunteer, board member, child advocate, caring adult, environmental 
steward, coach, friend, elder-in-training, niece, cousin, giver of free advice 
(not always soliciated), drug and tobacco free woman, Native leader, 
mentor, berry picking fool, role model, jet boat operator, Chequik-er, hiker,  
pedal biker, reader, beader, and bird feeder. Story teller, secret-keeper, 
hugger, master walking boot operator, student, amature comedian, lover 
of life.



What program 

are you with?

 Brownfields Coordinator for 

the Native Village of 

Napaimute since June 

2018.



Public 

Record & 

Website

www.Napaimute.org

http://napaimute.org/2017/10/24/napaimute-
brownfields-program/

http://www.napaimute.org/
http://napaimute.org/2017/10/24/napaimute-brownfields-program/


Success 

Stories

Capacity building, training, 
and internal controls

Komkoff mine site clean up.

Research and input in Red 
Devil Mine site and Donlin 
Gold EIS.



Challenges ~ There are many if the focus 

is on the obstacles.

Population and 
community input. 

Rural location and 
cost of transportation. 

Learning curve.



Norman Paul “PJ” Sherebernikoff Jr. 

Tribal Response Program (TRP) Assistant

PJ.Qtribe@gmail.com



Link to Tribe Website:

https://www.qtribe-nsn.gov/

Link to Public Record and Inventory:

https://dec.alaska.gov/Applications/SPAR/PublicMVC/CSP/Search/?Search=True&TotalCount
=0&SiteName=&ArchivedReckey=&HazardID=&LUSTEventID=&Status=&SiteTypeID=&Addr

ess=&CityName=Unalaska&ZipCodeID=&BoroughID=&FileNumber=&LUSTOnly=false

Just a little bit about me
Hi everybody, my name is PJ! I started working at the Qawalangin 
Tribal Office initially as a Summer Laborer before being 
introduced to the TRP Program and hired as a full-time employee.

I love the island I grew up and played in as a kid, and now I’m 
giving that love back by addressing the contamination in my 
home so we can have them cleaned up and put to a good reuse or 
redevelopment for my community. 

Hobbies: Video Games, Cooking, Art, and Martial Arts



Success Story #1
• Met USACE staff at a meeting between 

themselves, the Ounalashka Corporation, 
and our NALEMP director at the 
Qawalangin Tribe

• Did a contaminated sites tour around 
Unalaska and Dutch Habor (Amaknak) 
island

• Learned a bit more on these sites that 
have had some clean-up work completed 
and others that still needed to be 
addressed



Success Story #2
• I attended the Tribal 

Emergency Response 
training held in White 
Cloud, Kansas

• Learned how to work 
effectively with response 
agencies as first 
responders, and received a 
8-Hour HAZWOPER 
refresher course

• The greatest lesson I learned from this 
training was that keeping clear 
communication by using plain language 
can make the difference between a 
failed and a successful response to an 
emergency



Success Story #3
• I attended the Unalaska 

Health Fare on Saturday 
March 2nd as a presenter 
of my work with 
Brownfields; presenting 
with Leticia who helps 
our Recycling Program

• During the event, I got 
to have some Q&A with 
the community about 
the contaminated sites 
in our home

• The Health Fare event provided a 
good opportunity for me to 
conduct a small outreach of my 
Brownfields program to those 
who attended the fare. 



Challenges
• Picking up the work that has and hasn’t 

been done in the TRP Program while trying 
to overcome the learning curve in working 
with Brownfields as my first year in the 
environmental program

• Being new to working as an environmental 
professional and not having a direct mentor 
to learn from it can be hard to know if the 
work I am doing is being done right, or if 
there’s something I should be working on 
that I might not be aware of. 



Sitka Tribe ofAlaska

Helen Dangel

Natural Resource Specialist  

Resource Protection Department

Brownfields/ Tribal Response Program



Webpages

http://www.sitkatribe.org/

http://www.sitkatribe.org/pages/tribal-services-reso 

urce-protection-programs

http://www.sitkatribe.org/pages/brownsfield

http://www.sitkatribe.org/
http://www.sitkatribe.org/pages/tribal-services-reso
http://www.sitkatribe.org/pages/brownsfield


STA
Public Record

PublicRecord

http://www.sitkatribe.org/pages/vector

http://www.sitkatribe.org/pages/vector


Brownfieldsinventory



Successstories
● Assisted with Microplastics in

shellfish research

● Assisted with Microplastics in  

shellfish research



Successstories
● Created maps of contaminated sites inventory using ArcGIS. Also

took training in ArcGIS online, and can now possibly publish maps

online. https://arcg.is/08ubzm https://arcg.is/1C04Xy



Success Stories
● Applied for Brownfields SiteEligibility  

and received approval



Challenge

● One challenge was getting the correct form of the STA public record on our website. My predecessor

Jenn Hamblen had tried to get this done. I was informed by my grant manager after I started, that the

link on the site the the AK DEC Contaminated Sites Database was not sufficient for the public record.

Our IT person informed me that our Tribal Administration was revamping our entire website, and it

was too difficult to change things before then. Then the new edition of the website was scrapped, but

eventually the website was changed so we could finally make changes. I revised the STA

contaminated sites database, which is lengthy, for our public record. However, this table turned out to

be too long andmessed up the web page. After receiving more training that the public record only had

to list sites for work done in the previous and upcoming year, I again revised it to be a much shorter

document.This was able to be uploaded to ourwebsite and now is well displayed.



Tazlina, AK.

www.tazlina.org



Successes

 Setup Bit system

 Got the littering/illegal dumping ordinance 
completed.

 Brownfields assessment form added to our website. 



Challenges

 Rebuilding our capacity after former TRP Coordinator 
left without training anyone.

 Learning to write the work plan and close out the grant 
with out any in-depth training.

 Learning to coordinate the Tribal Response Program.



trp.tazlina@cvinternet.net

907-822-4375

mailto:trp.tazlina@cvinternet.net


Introduction 

• Adam Mannarino

• Tanana Chiefs Conference- Office of Environmental Health



TCC-OEH Brownfield Program 

• Website: https://www.tananachiefs.org/health/environmental-
health/brownfields/

• Inventory: https://www.tananachiefs.org/health/environmental-
health/brownfields/inventory/

• Public record: https://www.tananachiefs.org/health/environmental-
health/brownfields/brownfield-public-record/

https://www.tananachiefs.org/health/environmental-health/brownfields/
https://www.tananachiefs.org/health/environmental-health/brownfields/inventory/
https://www.tananachiefs.org/health/environmental-health/brownfields/brownfield-public-record/


Successes 

• 2016- Awarded $150,000 EPA grant to help Northway clean up Skate 
Lake.

• 2017- The Yukon Trading Post in Circle



Challenges 

• Award funding can only be used for technical assistance and not 
actual remediation assistance. 



YAKUTAT  

TLINGIT  

TRIBE

Tribal Response Program
https://yakutattlingittribe.org/brownfields/

Alex James – ajames@yakutatsustain.com

(907) 784-3539

https://yakutattlingittribe.org/brownfields/
mailto:ajames@yakutatsustain.com


 Alex James TRP manager since 2009

 Fisherman, hunter gatherer of what the land and sea have to  

offer the people in our land called Yaakwdaat.

 Husband, father, grandfather

Master moose hunter

Working on behalf of the clan

Site visits with agency  

staff

Oversight of site

investigation
YAKUTAT TLINGIT TRIBE

Interviews with community  

members on areas of concern



YAKUTAT TLINGIT TRIBE

• YTT compiled and evaluated existing dioxin data from 3  

studies collected over 6 years by Department of Defense  

contractors

• Recommendations included:

• More sediment sampling in the Ankau Saltchucks

• Co-located shellfish and sediment sampling

Success 1

Review of Dioxin Sampling Results



Success 2

Co-located Shellfish and Sediment

Samples
Tribal  

members were  

trained

on proper  

procedures to  

collect and  

process  

samples.

YAKUTAT TLINGIT TRIBE



Success 3

Habitat Assessment Informational  

Training
o Combination of  

classroom and field  
activities

o Introduction to guides  
and manuals for  
conducting habitat  
assessments

o Provided tools to conduct  
oversight of proposed  
mining projects and  
cleanup activities

YAKUTAT TLINGIT TRIBE



Challenges

Chemicals of Concern

• Dioxins and furans

• Polychlorinated biphenyls

PCBs

• Petroleum hydrocarbons  

(diesel, gasoline,and oil)

• Metals

• Asbestos

Military Impacted Areas In and AroundYakutat  World War II 

Airbase 1940-1945

Our priorities are not always the same as the agency priorities!

Potentially Contaminated Areas

• Debris dumps

• Barrel dumps

• Fuel storage areas

• Firing ranges

• Septic systems

• Collapsed buildings

• Culverts and roads

YAKUTAT TLINGIT TRIBE



Lessons Learned

Start with what you know

The Yakutat Tlingit Tribe gathered Tribal member concerns of health and safety  
in traditional gathering sites. Cancer Concerns.





Keep compiling information

Document the information from Tribal members (a write up/ map it/ pictures)  
Share the information with partners and the concerns





Tell your story, Tell it again

Present and share updated information within the community. Present at  
conference new found resources or new partners.





Keep action steps small

One step at a time to achieve clean lands for our future resources / seek other  
grant funding sources.





Perseverance pays off

Keep documenting, reporting, sharing with partners, keep pushing the limits and  
ask those questions!

YAKUTAT TLINGIT TRIBE



Yukon River Inter-Tribal 
Watershed Council

-Emily Anderson, Brownfields Program 
Manager

eanderson@yritwc.org 

Since 2016 

• www.yritwc.org

• www.yritwc.org/brownfield-public-record
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-Floyd Green, Brownfields Environmental 
Coordinator,

fgreen@yritwc.org

Since 2018

http://www.yritwc.org/


SUCCESS #1

YRITWC now has an app tailored specifically for Brownfield reporting!

Report a Brownfield

• Same as our field inventory guide

• Able to use out in the field without internet 
connection

• Saves to drafts folder

• Needs internet connection for submission

Request a Service 

• Great for all of our programs

• Request site visit, specific training, etc. 

YRITWC Brownfield Program 116

Room to grow
• Potential to incorporate other YRITWC 

programs

• Report junk vehicles, abandoned drums, 
mining program, clean drinking water, etc.



SUCCESS #2

In house Environmental Site Assessments

No more contractors

• Restructured our program to do our Phase 1 & 
2 Environmental Site Assessments in house 

• Dr. Edda Mutter- had to get the proper 
certifications

Build capacity

• Great opportunity to learn from the 
professionals

• Good exposure on how the process is done 

• More control
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SUCCESS #3
New database/public record

A Work in Progress

• Much more cost effective

• No coding experience needed

• However- time intensive 

• Keeps viewers on our website
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Challenges

• Over 50 tribes

• Difficult to spread out the 
resources and funding

• Projects moving past ESAs


