STATE RESPONDING TO FIRE NEAR NENANA

Steve Brawn

Story Created: Jul 8, 2009 at 10:59 AM AKDT

(Story Updated: Jul 14, 2009 at 11:19 AM AKDT )

The state Division of Forestry says the Minto Flats South fire about 13 miles northwest of
Nenana has grown to more than 79,000 acres and is threatening cabins, timber and a drilling rig.
A management team has been assigned to the fire, which was started June 21 by lightning. The
team also will manage the 3,700-acre Lunch Lake fire, about 20 miles north, in the area about 50
miles west of Fairbanks. The Alaska Interagency Coordination Center reports there are 38
firefighters at the Minto Flats South Fire. It's one of seven fires staffed with firefighters. More
than 50 more are burning in the state. The center reports 354 fires have burned 511,025 acres so
far this year. At this time last year, 267 fires had burned 24,912 acres.

Steve Brawn

Story Created: Jul 9, 2009 at 10:00 AM AKDT

(Story Updated: Jul 14, 2009 at 10:51 AM AKDT )

While Alaska tourists and residents alike are enjoying the warm, dry weather this summer, it is
making for nearly perfect conditions for wildfires. Several large wildfires are burning in Alaska.
One of those, the Railroad Complex fire in interior Alaska, is actually three fires, and by far the
state's largest at 156,343 acres. Gary Lehnhausen with the state Division of Forestry says most
fire suppression resources are being put on the smallest of those fires. The June Creek fire south
of Nenana is just 360 acres but fire officials hope to stop it before it grows. Lehnhausen said he
expected "extreme fire behavior" on Monday with the fire situation worsening in the afternoon.
Skies are hazy in some areas, including at two national parks, where views are being periodically
obscured by smoke.

Steve Brawn

The Associated Press

Story Created: Jul 15, 2009 at 11:36 AM AKDT

(Story Updated: Jul 17,2009 at 11:13 AM AKDT )

A large Alaska wildfire sparked by lightning more than three weeks ago continues to increase in
size but firefighters are making progress. The Railbelt Complex fire 12 miles from Nenana is
actually three separate fires, and at 161,344 acres was the largest fire in the state on Wednesday.
Fire spokesman Gary Lenhausen says firefighters were able to hold the line on the 360-acre June
Creek fire, the smallest of the three. He says the fire should be contained within the next day or
two. Firefighters also have kept the 4,515-acre Lunch Lake fire from moving into high-value
timber stands. Lenhausen says firefighters now will focus on the largest of the three — the
156,469-acre Minto Flats South fire - to keep it from destroying homes and cabins.



Minto Flats fire flares, spreads, 200,000 acres burned

Anchorage Daily News / adn.com

Published: July 19th, 2009 10:08 PM

Last Modified: July 20th, 2009 09:43 AM

FAIRBANKS -- The giant Minto Flats South fire burning near Nenana flared up on its southern
edge Sunday, threatening structures, said Gary Lehnhausen, a spokesman for the state Division
of Forestry. Smoke plumes shot into the sky 10,000 to 15,000feet. Fire crews set burns to halt the
fire near a cabin and private airstrip on Teklanika Channel Lake. Smoke jumpers on Saturday
used torches that drip a slow burning fuel onto the ground, burning up dry brush and timber so
that the main wall of fire has no place to go. The fire came within a half mile of that cabin and
was about a mile and a half from other cabins on the Teklanika River, Lehnhausen said. In
addition, water-scooping aircraft are being used to cool down and slow the spread of the main
fire. Cabin owners have bought pumps and hoses to defend their property and firefighters are
working with them to help create defensible space. If the fire does close in, they've got a good
escape route on the river, Lehnhausen said. Flights are still being restricted over the Minto Flats
fire because of safety considerations with local air traffic. Aircraft not connected with the fire
cannot fly over the area between 8 a.m. and midnight The Minto Flats fire had burned about
200,000 acres as of Sunday. Two other fires in the Railbelt Complex, the Lunch Lake Fire and
the June Creek Fire, are much smaller.
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Alaska wildfires have burned 1 million acres

By MARY PEMBERTON

The Associated Press

Published: July 20th, 2009 09:30 AM

Last Modified: July 21st, 2009 11:11 AM

Firefighters on Monday were conducting burnout operations on a large wildfire of more than
200,000 acres near Nenana in hopes of removing fuels and keeping the blaze from moving closer
to cabins along the Teklanika River. Water-scooping aircraft also were being used on the
Railbelt Complex fire. The Railbelt fire was begun by lightning nearly a month ago and has
grown to nearly 219,000 acres. It is one of several large wildfires burning in Alaska, where so far
this year more than 400 fires have burned more than 1 million acres in the state. State officials
say the Railbelt Complex fire is affecting air quality, especially north of Denali National Park
where the smoke-filled air has been deemed unhealthy and even hazardous at times. Firefighters
were helping people living in cabins near Nenana clear trees and brush from around their homes



in the event that a growing wildfire reaches dozens of cabins along the Teklanika River.
Residents also were being told to remove wood piles from against their homes and store four
wheelers, snow machines and machinery with flammable liquids away from structures. Several
property owners have purchased pumps and sprinklers and were getting help from firefighters in
setting the equipment up. "We have had folks in the area between the fire and cabin corridor for
the whole last week," Jennifer Yuhas, a spokeswoman for the Railbelt Complex fire, said
Monday. "To date, we've been successful." The fire is creeping along through the hardwoods,
finding.
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Smoke expected today

Wildfires blaze
through Interior

By AMANDA BOHMAN
~_abohman@newsminer.com

Winds from the south are expected to
blow wildfire smoke into Fairbanks today,
according to the National Weather Service.

The air should be better on Sunday with
changing winds, but smoky conditions could
return by nighttime, forecaster Cary Free-
man said.

“Sunday night, it looks like everything

—¥-

_ ONLINE

check the latest air quality
ing& for Fairbanks, go to www.
co.fmirbanks.ak.us/airquality/.

turns against us again,” Freeman said.

At t a dozen wildfires are devouring
hund of thousands of acres of forest in
Alaska'= Interior, according to a report by
state mod federal agencies that monitor and
battie

The 'fi ;--clowst to Fairbanks, the Wood

River 1 Fire, is burning 28,000 acres of mili-
tary land about 27 miles to the south.

“It's not an immedsate threat to Fair-
banks,” Alaska Fire Serwice spokesman Doug
Stockdale said. “There’re a number of creeks
and a river that it would have to go over. If it
did become a problem. we have air tankers,
smoke jumpers and other resources.”

Lightning sparked a fire near Fox on
Thursday, but it was doused quickly, a state
fire management officer said.

Near Nenana, the Railbelt Complex fires
have surpassed a quarter-million acres, a
report from the Alaska Interagency Coordi-
nation Center stated.

Please see SMOKE, Page B3
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Caontinued from Page B1

Firefighters are continu-
ing to protect valuable tim-
ber, cabins and a drilling
site. .

Forest fires also are burn-
ing near Healy, Anderson,
Fort Yukon, Circle, McCar-
thy and MecGrath, Nearly
400 firefighters are assigned
to the blazes, according to
the AJCC.

A receptionist  at  the
(Greater Fairbanks Chamber
of Commerce said the annual
(zolden Davyvs Grande Parade
will go on despite possible
smoky air

The parade is scheduled
to start at 10 a.m. today at
the Carlson Center,

- “We've been planning this
for too long,” Austyn Tan-
ner said. “We will not cancel
anything.”

Air guality on Friday was
deemed moderate. For the
latest air quality index, go to

www, o fairbanks. ak us/air-

guality/.
Contact staff writer Amands
Bohman at 459-7544.
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Interior fires continue to spread

GET MORE

For more about Doyon
Drifting's Arctic Wolf rig,
see Page Al.
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Friday to
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w about four miles of
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Mike McMidlary
Alaska Fire Senace

A cabin on

operation
on Friday.

FIRES: Are scattered across Alaska

Continued from Page B1

On Friday, smoke jump-

ers responded to Dune Lake s

to protect cabins about a
mile and a half from the
Minto Flats South Fire’s
southern flank. Chena Inci-
dent Hotshots Crew protect-
ed cabins in the Teklanika
drainage, and crews on the
northern side of the complex
built fire breaks to prevent
flames from jumping into
Native allotments and other
resources.

Protection includes cut-
ting fire lines directly, at the
fire's edge, and indirectly,
around structures, to redi-
rect the blaze from resourc-
es, McMillan explained.

Flammable brush often is
burned between the break
and the resources, crealing
zone without fuel. When
possible, crews use natural
barriers such as rivers, lakes
and meadows, to aid their
efforts.

So far, the Railbelt Com-
plex has held within the “Big
Box,” an area surrounded
by natural fire breaks in
which officials hope to cor-
ral flames. The box is bor-
dered on the north and east
by the Tanana River to the
north and east; the Teklan-
ika River on the southeast;
Comma Lake on the south;
and the Kantishna Rlver on
the west.

Also in the Tanana fire

zone, about 37 personnel are
1 the Zitziana Fire are at
/ien Lake, Blind Luck Lake,
Ailderness Lake and West
Twin Lake. The area has
many fly-in cabins, McMil-
lan said.

Fire officials said they
need local boats and opera-
s to hire to transport fire-
fighters and cargo to the
field at the Railbelt Com-
plex. In particular, they
need jet boats and opera-
tors with solid knowledge
of the Teklanika River. For
more information, contact
incident Public Information
Officer Sarah Saarloos at
378-3843.

Contact staff writer Rena Del-
bridge at 459-7518.

r

A

Zitziana

Twin lakes.

Railbelt,” said Alaska Inter-  timber.”

ageney Coordination Center The Railbelt Complex
public information officer includes the Minto Flats
Mike McMillan, “ICs not - South Fire ot 2 11
contained. These e big acres: the Luneh Lake Fire
fires They don't antici- af 12,802 acy .
pate containing the fire’s  smaller June Creek ol
perimeter, but thev're try- 164 acres

ing to protect all resources As of Saturday after-

— allotments, structures, noon, 108 fire personnel

were manning the Minto
blaze, protecting strucfures,
Tanana ver allotments
and the Doyon rig. Another
132 firehighters wer i
tioned it Lunch Lake. No
Hrefighters were posted to
June Creek

Please see FIRES, Page B6
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Stevens Creek 1

The Stevens Creek Fire is
located about 20 miles north
of Manley Hot Springs and
has burned nearly 28,000
acres.

Three smoke jumpers are

on the scene.
The Zitziana Fire has

burned about 105,000 acres
west of the Railbelt Complex.
It is being fought by 48
firefighters, most of whom
were defending structures at
Wilderness, Wien and West

Railbelt Complex

The Railbelt complex
includes the Minto Flats
South, June Creek and Lunch
Lake fires. —

it covers approximately
270,000 acres and is being
fought by 163 firefighters
approximately 12 miles north-

An,
Chorag,,
west of Nenana.

/ /

-Wood River 1 Chakina

The Wood River fire has
burned about 61,000 acres
25 miles south of Fairbanks.

It is responsible for most
of the smoke in the Fairbanks
area and is being fought by
12 firefighters. -

of the Chitina River.

Little Black One

Little Black One Fire covers
almost 200,000 acres about
17 miles north of Circle and
the Yukon River.

Fifty-five firefighters have
been deployed to the blaze,
which was being driven to the
southeast by the wind.

O J "ﬂeau

The Chakina Fire covers
more than 31,000 acres south

It is 10 miles south of
McCarthy and is being fought
by 85 firefighters, including

members of local volunteer fire

departments.
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No fire relief in 5};g

By AMANDA BOHMAN

A6

Fleazesse see FIRES, Page ACG

FIRES Bdttled by more than 50()

Contlnued from Pago Al

“Fires wﬂl mmtxnuu untll we have

a change in weather that will brmg_

precipitation and cooler temperaturec;

he said. '

At least 13 fires are staffed in Inte-
rior Alaska. More are burning and are

being monitored.

A group of fires near Nenana, known
as the Hailbelt Complex, is the largest
at nearly 300,000 acres, according to
the fire service.

Also, a fast-growing 72,000-acre fire
is burning db()ut /‘! miles anuth of Fair-
banks. '

The city of Nenana is fmrrnundz.‘d

rior.

by ioreqt ﬁx es and ha& been plagued by
smoky air this summer, according to

‘Suzanne Hill, wh() ha&, hved in the city
for decades.

“It’s been smoky a lot,” she said. “It
was really bad this .mornmg.”

‘Stockdale said crews of firefighters
usually begin traveling to the Lower 48
about this time of year to help with for-
st fires Outside.

“We haven’'t sent anybody south,” he
said. “We are busy fighting fires here.”

More than 500 firefighters are
assigned to wildfires in Alaska’s Inte-

‘Contact staff writer Amanda Bohman at
459-7544.
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What a way to water

World’s largest firefighting aircraft comes to Fairbanks

By JEFF RICHARDSON

jrichardson@newsminer

Evergreen International Aviation is
offering a test-drive today that would
impress even the most enthusiastic used
car salesman

As part of a pitch to Alaska forestry
officials, the Oregon-based company will
donate the services of the world’s largest
firefighting aircraft. The converted Boeing
747-100, dubbed the Evergreen Super-
tanker, will be used for a test drop on an
unspecified Railbelt Complex fire today.

Evergreen said the beefy jet can do
things that typical fire-suppression air-
craft can only dream about — namely,
dropping more than 20,000 gallons of
retardant while skimming just 300 feet
above the ground. A drop pattern of three
miles in length and a football field wide is
possible, according to Evergreen,

The company said it spent five years and
$50 million developing the aircraft, which
spent Wednesday conspicuously parked
at Fairbanks International Airport. State
officials, members of the public and media
were given a tour of the visiting jet.

State firefighting officials haven’t decid-
ed whether they’ll pursue an agreement to

A tour group passes the Supertanker at Fairbanks International Airport.

use the Supertanker but are interested to
see it in action. Lynn Wilcock, chief of fire
aviation for the Alaska Division of For-
estry, said a plane with such large capacity
could be “another tool in the toolbox™ for
firefighters.

Jim Baynes, the sales manager for the
Supertanker, said the cost of using the
plane will vary depending on the situation
but it will need to generate about $3 mil-
lion per month. He said California forestry

Evergreen
Aviation
senior vice
president
Sam White,
far left,
talks about
the four
nozzies that
dispense
retardant

as Ever-
green Avia-
tion shows
off its 747
Supertanker
firefight-

ing aircraft
Wednesday.
Tom George
of the Air-
craft Owners
and Pilots
Association,
bottom right,
photographs
the nozzles.

Eric-Engl

officials have signed a contract to use the
plane.

Maggie Rogers, a forestry spokeswom-
an, said the state routinely budgets to pay
for firefighters and equipment, sting
the amount depending on the severity of
the fire season. Two Convair 580 tankers,
with a capacity of 2,000 gallons each, are
currently under contract.

Please see PLANE, Fage AS



Fairbanks Dai: News-Miner, Thursday, July 30, 2009

trne Engman/News

Pressurized retardant tanks are displayed in the 747 Supertanker firefighting aircraft.

PLANE: Aircraft can hold 20,500 gallons of water

Continued from Page Al

“We are always interested in see-
ing what's out there to fight fires
effectively and efficiently,” Rogers
said.

Although the jet has been around
for years — it started its life as a
Pan Am passenger jet in the 1970s
— the Supertanker is a new plane in
its current form. After hundreds of
test dumps, its first test on an actual
fire came during a demonstration in
Spain last week.

Today’s work will be the first time
it is tested on a wildfire in the United
States. Baynes said Evergreen is on a
worldwide tour to show off the capa-
bilities of the Supertanker.

“We're basically in uncharted
territory for aircraft modification,”
Baynes said. “A lot of people said at
the beginning this couldn’t be done.”

The plane includes 10 water tanks,
capable of holding 20,500 gallons of
water, foam or firé-suppressant gel.
T’s forced out by eight compressed-

air tanks, which expel the contents
like an aerosol can at a pressure of
200 pounds per square inch.

The equipment and water are
heavy, but a 747 is capable of hauling
a massive amount of cargo. Even ful-
ly loaded, Evergreen said the Super-
tanker is 150,000 pounds below its
maximum takeoff weight capacity.

Baynes said the company is wait-
ing to see how much business the
Supertanker gets, but it hopes to
attract enough attention to build five
in the next three years. The jets could
be stationed strategically around the
globe, allowing quick response time
to a variety of fires.

“We've got to crawl before we can
walk,” he said. “We’ll see what the
market bears.”

It’s a good time for a firefighting
demonstration in Alaska. There are
73 active fires in Alaska, including a
dozen that are staffed. Six small fires
in the Interior were added to the tally
on Tuesday, contributing to nearly
1.8 million acres burned in the state

* Built from a 1970s-era
Boeing 747-100 jet

* Holds as much as
20,500 gallons of water,
foam or gel

¢ Flies as*fagtas 600 mph~ -

* Drops its payload at
300-600 feet off the ground

— Source:

Evergreen International Aviation

this year.

The Railbelt Complex fire, which
is being staffed by 235 personnel, has
burned more than 350,000 acres in
the Minto Flats area.

Contact staff writer Jeff Richardson at
459-7575.




Fairbanks is Socked In
Thu, July 30, 2009
Posted in Alaska News, Top Stories

Fairbanks is socked in with wildfire smoke, and air quality is in the unhealthy range. A borough
air quality specialist says conditions have been deteriorating since the winds shifted early

Thursday. Dan Bross, KUAC — Fairbanks

Railbelt Fires Prompting More Response
Thu, July 30, 2009
Posted in Alaska News, Top Stories

Operations are ramping up at the Railbelt Complex fires. The management team is leveling up,
and eight additional crews are being assigned to the fires, bringing staffing to around 350 people.
The biggest fire in the complex, The Minto Flats South blaze has consumed in excess of 340,000

acres, or about 600 square miles.
Dan Bross, KUAC — Fairbanks
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- Cassandra Johrson/Nows-Miner intern
Smoke blankets Fairbanks as traffic moves along Tanana Loop on the University of Alaska Fairbanks campus on Thursday. The thick

smoke pouring in from wildfires has caused the Fairbanks North Star Borough to issue an air quality advisory for the area.

Fran Corcoran, right, who suffers from asthma, wears a mask to protact
herself from the smoke that has enveloped Fairbanks as she strolls across
the Cushman Street Bridge with her husband, Joe Corcoran, back right, and
friends Fran and Enzo LaVecchia, left.

Good Moderate Unhealthy
vlslﬂ{!éy 10+ milcé 3 Visibility 6-9 miles for m’

Particulate levels
41-80 micrograms
per m?

Visibiiity 3-5 miles,
81175 micrograms

Sul E smoke

Wildfires send worst air of
the summer across Fairbanks

By TIM MOWRY

LNOWrY@NEWSIMINe:n com

A little smoke didn’t
bother golfers in the Alaska
International Senior ames
in Fairbanks on Thursday.

While soccer, foot

baseball and softball games

and practices were can-
celed because 6f the thick,
acrid smoke that blew into
Fairbanks on ' Thursday,

the senior golfers sucked it
up and played through the
worst of it

Call it dedication, tenac-
ity or just plain stupidity,
said Pat DeRuyter, one of
the 15 golfers who teed off at
9 a.m. for an 18-hole ruund

“It’s either that or we're
so old we don’t care anyway,”

CANCELED
EVENTS

she quipped. “We weren’t
B uu..lnd enough to breathe
)\ ard.”

Ploase see FIRES, Page A6



Weather Giving Firefighters Reprieve

Mon, August 3, 2009

Posted in Alaska News

The weather is giving firefighters in Interior Alaska a bit of a reprieve today. Over the weekend,
the Bluff Creek fire advanced rapidly. It grew by 10 thousand acres and is now just three miles
from the town of Circle. Cooler, calmer weather is allowing crews to protect homes and
structures near the town.

Annie Feidt, APRN — Anchorage



New Wildfire Springs up Near Fairbanks
Tue, August 4, 2009

Posted in Alaska News
A new wildfire near Fairbanks is drawing a major response. The Hard Luck Creek Fire is

burning about 25 miles northwest west of town near Murphy Dome. The fire has move quickly
through volatile black spruce and has burned at least a thousand acres.
Dan Bross, KUAC — Fairbanks



