APPENDIX C
ALASKA CLEAN WATER ACTIONS (ACWA)
SFY25-27 Funding Specific Requirements

Section 319 Nonpoint Source Grant Program
Quality Assurance

A Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) must be submitted and approved by the
Department for all projects prior to collecting environmental monitoring data.

Operation and Maintenance

The Grantee will assure the continued proper operation and maintenance of all nhonpoint
source management practices that have been implemented for projects funded under this
agreement. Such practices shall be operated and maintained for the expected lifespan of
the specific practice and in accordance with commonly accepted standards.

Permits

The Grantee agrees to ensure that all necessary permits (such as Clean Water Act § 404)
are obtained prior to implementation of any grant funded activity that may fall under
applicable federal, state or local laws. The Grantee’s project implementation plan must
identify permits that may be needed to complete work plan activities. The Grantee must
keep documentation regarding necessary permits in the project file. Department approval of
a workplan does not imply nor guarantee that a federal, state, or local permit will be issued
for a particular activity.

Geospatial Data Standards

All geospatial data created must be consistent with Federal Geographic Data Committee
(FGDC) endorsed standards. Information on these standards may be found at
www.fgdc.gov.

Outreach Signage Requirements

If the workplan includes an outreach component, the Grantee agrees to provide signage
that informs the public that the project is funded in whole or in part by EPA. Grantees are
required to comply with the sign specifications provided by the EPA Office of Public Affairs
(OPA) available at: https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-logo-seal-specifications-signage-
produced-epa-assistance-agreement-recipients. Additional funding acknowledgement
requirements are listed in Appendix B, Article 1.

Use of Logos

If the EPA logo is appearing along with logos from other participating entities on websites,
outreach materials, or reports, it must not be prominently displayed to imply that any of the
Grantee’s activities are being conducted by the EPA. Instead, the EPA logo should be
accompanied with a statement indicating that the Grantee received financial support from
the EPA under an Assistance Agreement. More information is available at:
https://www.epa.gov/stylebook/using-epa-seal-and-logo. Use of the Department logo is
encouraged and available by request.
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Build America, Buy America Act (BABA) — Construction Projects Over $250,000

The Grantee must comply with all federal requirements imposed by “Build America, Buy
America Act” (BABA) imposed by the “Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act” (IIJA),
Public Law No. 117-58, which the Grantee understands includes, but is not limited to,
the following requirements: that all of the iron and steel, manufactured products, and
construction materials used in the Project are to be produced in the United States
(“Build America, Buy America Requirements”) unless (i) the Department has requested
and obtained a waiver from the cognizant Agency pertaining to the Project or the
Project is otherwise covered by a general applicability waiver; or (ii) all of the
contributing Agencies have otherwise advised the Department in writing that the Build
America, Buy America Requirements are not applicable to the Project.

The Grantee must comply with all record keeping and reporting requirements under all
applicable legal authorities, including any reports required by the funding authority (such
as EPA and/or the Department), such as performance indicators of program
deliverables or information on costs and project progress. The Grantee understands
that (i) each contract and subcontract related to the Project is subject to audit by
appropriate federal and state entities and (ii) failure to comply with the applicable legal
requirements and this Agreement may result in a default hereunder that results in a
repayment of the Grant funds.

Further Guidance is available at: https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf/build-america-buy-america-
baba.

Beaches Environmental Assessment and Coastal Health (BEACH) Grant Program
Quality Assurance

A Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) must be submitted and approved by the
Department for all projects prior to collecting environmental monitoring data.

Geospatial Data Standards
All geospatial data created must be consistent with Federal Geographic Data Committee

(FGDC) endorsed standards. Information on these standards may be found at
https://www.fgdc.gov/.

Use of Logos

If the EPA logo is appearing along with logos from other participating entities on websites,
outreach materials, or reports, it must not be prominently displayed to imply that activities
are being conducted by the EPA. Instead, the EPA logo should be accompanied with a
statement indicating that the Grantee received financial support from the EPA under an
Assistance Agreement with the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation. More
information is available at:

https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/using-epa-seal-and-logo#policy
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Build America, Buy America Act (BABA) — Construction Projects Over $250,000

The Grantee must comply with all federal requirements imposed by “Build America, Buy
America Act” (BABA) imposed by the “Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act” (IIJA),
Public Law No. 117-58, which the Grantee understands includes, but is not limited to,
the following requirements: that all of the iron and steel, manufactured products, and
construction materials used in the Project are to be produced in the United States
(“Build America, Buy America Requirements”) unless (i) the Department has requested
and obtained a waiver from the cognizant Agency pertaining to the Project or the
Project is otherwise covered by a general applicability waiver; or (ii) all of the
contributing Agencies have otherwise advised the Department in writing that the Build
America, Buy America Requirements are not applicable to the Project.

The Grantee must comply with all record keeping and reporting requirements under all
applicable legal authorities, including any reports required by the funding authority (such
as EPA and/or the Department), such as performance indicators of program
deliverables or information on costs and project progress. The Grantee understands
that (i) each contract and subcontract related to the Project is subject to audit by
appropriate federal and state entities and (ii) failure to comply with the applicable legal
requirements and this Agreement may result in a default hereunder that results in a
repayment of the Grant funds.

Further Guidance is available at: https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf/build-america-buy-america-
baba.

Sewer Overflow and Stormwater Reuse Municipal Grant Program (OSG)
Use of Logos

If the EPA logo is appearing along with logos from other participating entities on websites,
outreach materials, or reports, it must not be prominently displayed to imply that any of the
Grantee’s activities are being conducted by the EPA. Instead, the EPA logo should be
accompanied with a statement indicating that the Grantee received financial support from
the EPA under an Assistance Agreement. More information is available at:
https://www.epa.gov/stylebook/using-epa-seal-and-logo. Use of the Department logo is
encouraged and available by request.

Signage Required — Nonpoint Source Construction Projects

The Grantee is required to place a sign at construction sites supported under this award
displaying the EPA logo in a manner that informs the public that the project is funded in part
or wholly by the EPA. The sign must be placed in a visible location that can be directly
linked to the work taking place and must be maintained in good condition throughout the
construction period.

Grantees are required to comply with the sign specifications provided by the EPA Office of
Public Affairs (OPA) available at: https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-logo-seal-specifications-
sighage-produced-epa-assistance-agreement-recipients.
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Environmental Review — Treatment Works Construction Projects

Prior to any construction, the Grantee shall consult with the Department to determine the
required level of environmental review. The Department will notify the Grantee of the type of
environmental documentation that will be required, if any.

If an environmental review is needed, the Grantee shall complete an environmental review
in accordance with the State Environmental Review Process (SERP), and in compliance
with state and federal environmental laws prior to any ground disturbing or construction
activities conducted as part of this Project. Construction activities shall not commence until
the SERP review has been completed. Any ground disturbing or construction activities that
occur prior to the notification to the Grantee, by the Department, that Department’s decision
has been finalized are ineligible for reimbursement. No grant funds related to Construction
activities shall be expended by the Grantee until all documentation is received and the
Environmental Review is approved by DEC. The Grantee shall allow 60-90 days for review.

An environmental determination is valid for five years. Any activities occurring more than
five years following the original environmental determination must undergo an additional
review.

Davis-Bacon Act— Treatment Works Construction Projects

For construction, alteration, and repair of treatment works, the Grantee shall ensure that
contract wages paid are the higher of the State or Federal wage rate on a classification-by-
classification basis for the construction of the Project. Both prevailing wage rates
established for the locality by the Alaska Department of Labor under AS 36.05.010, and
Federal standards in accordance with 40 U.S.C. Subtitle Il Part A Subchapter IV (commonly
referred to as the “Davis Bacon Act”) apply. Laborers and mechanics employed by
contractors and subcontractors shall be paid wages not less often than once a week and at
rates not less than those prevailing on projects of a character similar in the locality as
determined by the Secretary of Labor.

a. The Grantee shall obtain the wage determination for the area in which the project is
located prior to issuing requests for bids, proposals, quotes or other methods for
soliciting contracts (solicitation) less than 10 days before posting. Wages are locked-in
at bid opening if awarded within 90 days. Wages must be updated if contract award is
more than 90 days after bid opening. Once a Davis-Bacon wage rate has been locked,
it stays in effect for the duration of the project. These wage determinations shall be
incorporated into solicitations and any subsequent contracts. In addition, the wage
determination and the Davis-Bacon poster (WH-1321) shall be posted at all times by the
contractor or subcontractors at the site of the work in a prominent and accessible place
where it can be easily seen by the workers.

b. The Grantee shall ensure that the required EPA contract language regarding Davis-
Bacon Wages is in all contracts and sub-contracts in excess of $2,000. Grantee shall
ensure no contracts are awarded to contractors excluded from federal contracts. The
Grantee may access suspension and debarment information at http://www.sam.gov.

c. The Grantee shall periodically interview 10% of the work force entitled to Davis-Bacon
prevailing wages to verify that contractors or subcontractors are paying the appropriate
wage rates. Grantees shall immediately conduct interviews in response to an alleged
violation of the prevailing wage requirements. As provided in 29 CFR 5.6(a)(5), all
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interviews must be conducted in confidence. The Grantee must use Standard Form
1445 or equivalent documentation to memorialize the interviews.

d. The Grantee shall periodically conduct spot checks of a representative sample of
weekly payroll data to verify that contractors or subcontractors are paying the
appropriate wage rates. In addition, during the examinations, the Grantee shall verify
evidence of fringe benefit plans and payments thereunder by contractors and
subcontractors who claim credit for fringe benefit contributions. The Grantee shall
maintain records sufficient to document compliance with the Davis-Bacon Act, and
make such records available for review upon request.

e. In addition, the Grantee shall consult with the Department on any required contract or
bid documents to ensure that appropriate federal “Davis Bacon Act” language and
material is included in the documentation.

American Iron and Steel- Treatment Works Construction Projects

Per Section 608 of the Clean Water Act, none of the funds made available to the Grantee
shall be used for a project for the construction, alteration, maintenance, or repair of a
treatment works unless all of the iron and steel products used in the project are produced in
the United States.

The Grantee may request a waiver to this requirement during the design phase if:

i. Itis inconsistent with the public interest;

ii. Iron and steel products are not produced in the United States in sufficient and
reasonably available quantities and of a satisfactory quality; or

iii. Inclusion of iron and steel products produced in the United States will increase the cost
of the overall Project by more than 25 percent.

Waiver requests shall be submitted to the Department by the Grantee; the Department will
then forward the request to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for consideration.
EPA will make a copy of the request, and information related to the request, available to the
public on an EPA website for at least fifteen days for informal public input prior to making a
finding.

Build America, Buy America Act (BABA) — Construction Projects Over $250,000

The Grantee must comply with all federal requirements imposed by “Build America, Buy
America Act” (BABA) imposed by the “Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act” (IIJA),
Public Law No. 117-58, which the Grantee understands includes, but is not limited to,
the following requirements: that all of the iron and steel, manufactured products, and
construction materials used in the Project are to be produced in the United States
(“Build America, Buy America Requirements”) unless (i) the Department has requested
and obtained a waiver from the cognizant Agency pertaining to the Project or the
Project is otherwise covered by a general applicability waiver; or (ii) all of the
contributing Agencies have otherwise advised the Department in writing that the Build
America, Buy America Requirements are not applicable to the Project.

The Grantee must comply with all record keeping and reporting requirements under all
applicable legal authorities, including any reports required by the funding authority (such
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as EPA and/or the Department), such as performance indicators of program
deliverables or information on costs and project progress. The Grantee understands
that (i) each contract and subcontract related to the Project is subject to audit by
appropriate federal and state entities and (ii) failure to comply with the applicable legal
requirements and this Agreement may result in a default hereunder that results in a
repayment of the Grant funds.

Further Guidance is available at: https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf/build-america-buy-america-
baba
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