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Today’s Presentation

• EPA’s RE-Powering America’s Land Initiative 
– Program Overview
– Interactive Tools & Training
– Recent Reports 
– Liability Updates
– Project Examples
– Partnerships 
– Technical Assistance
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RE-Powering America’s Land

• Encourages the reuse of formerly contaminated lands, 
landfills and mine sites for renewable energy 
development, when such development is aligned with the 
community’s vision for the site.

– Raises awareness, creates connections and outreach
– Disseminates success stories and best practices
– Develops mapping and screening tools to identify contaminated 

properties and renewable energy potential
– Provides technical and programmatic assistance

• Brownfields grants
• Liability questions
• Renewable energy feasibility studies with NREL – National Renewable 

Energy Lab
– Articulates benefits – environmental, economic and community
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Why Renewables on Potentially Contaminated 
Lands?

Gain community support

Leverage existing
infrastructure

Improve project 
economics through 

reduced land costs & 
tax incentives

Protect open 
space

Build sustainable 
land development 

strategy

Provide low-cost, 
clean power to 
communities

Reduce project 
cycle times with 

streamlined zoning 
and permitting



Training Module – great overview of site development!
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RE-Powering Training

https://www3.epa.gov/swerrims/re-powering-training-module/story_html5.html?lms=1

https://www3.epa.gov/swerrims/re-powering-training-module/story_html5.html?lms=1


https://www.epa.gov/re-powering

RE-Powering Reports 

• Tracking Matrix 

• Benefits Matrix 
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• Interconnection

• Critical Infrastructure

https://www.epa.gov/re-powering


BUILD Act

2018 BUILD Act Provisions for 
Brownfields Grant Applications
• Energy efficiency
• Renewable energy
• https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/s

ummary-2018-build-act-provisions
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https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/summary-2018-build-act-provisions


Addressing Liability Concerns
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2018 BUILD Act Provisions Address New Category of Local 
Government Acquisition

• CERCLA § 101(20)(D) now exempts from potential owner or operator 
liability, a “unit of state or local government which acquired ownership or 
control through seizure or otherwise in connection with law enforcement 
activity, or through bankruptcy, tax delinquency, abandonment or other 
circumstances in which the government acquires title by virtue of its function 
as sovereign.”

Learn more in the 2020 Revitalization Handbook -- Revitalizing 
Contaminated Lands: Addressing Liability Concerns 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-
06/documents/revitalization-handbook-final-2020.pdf

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-06/documents/revitalization-handbook-final-2020.pdf


Projects Identified as of October 2020



Microgrid Project

Former 15-acre municipal solid waste landfill, 
Rutland Landfill, which closed in the 1980s 

2.3 MW solar PV installation on 9 acres 

Includes 4 MW of additional energy storage in 
the form of lead acid and lithium ion batteries 

System acts as a microgrid, providing power to 
the city’s emergency center at the high school 

Provides economic benefits, including near-
term annual benefits from the storage 
component of $350,000–$700,000 and annual 
land lease revenue of $30,600 to the city 

Stafford Hill Solar Farm and battery system. Photo 
courtesy Green Mountain Power.

Stafford Hill Solar Farm 
(Rutland, VT)
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Known Completed Sites in 
Region 10
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Site/Project Name City, State
Type of 

Site Site Owner

Site 
Ownership 

Type
Property 
Acreage

Former Use 
Description RE Type

Project 
Capacity 

(kW)
Completion 

Date Project Type

Columbia Ridge Landfill Arlington, 
OR Landfill Buffer

Waste 
Management Private 12,000 

MSW and 
Industrial 

Landfill (active) Wind 100.00 2004
Wholesale 
Electricity

Corvallis Municipal 
Airport

Corvallis, 
OR Superfund City of Corvallis Municipal -

Chrome-plating 
Facility Solar PV 0.10 2017

Wholesale 
Electricity

SeQuential Biodiesel 
Solar Eugene, OR Brownfields SeQuential Private 1 Gas Station Solar PV 0.03 2006 Rooftop



RE-Powering Mapper

Mapped inventory of 130,000+ EPA and 
select state tracked sites (over 44 million 
acres of land)

Incorporates data from:
• EPA Cleanup and Landfill Programs
• National Renewable Energy Lab

• Wind, Solar, and Biomass Resources
• Southern Methodist University

• Geothermal
• Department of Homeland Security

• U.S. Highways
• Railroads
• Transmission Lines
• Substations

• 17 State Agencies:
CA, CO, CT, FL, HI, IL, MA, MD, MN, MO, NJ, 
NY, OR, PA, TX, VA, and WV
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https://www.epa.gov/re-powering/re-
powering-mapper

https://www.epa.gov/re-powering/re-powering-mapper


Home page:
https://www.epa.gov/re-powering

EPA Contact:
• Lora Strine - strine.lora@epa.gov

(202) 564-1521

RE-Powering Contacts 
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Get the latest updates. Subscribe to the RE-Powering 
listserve.

https://www.epa.gov/re-powering
mailto:strine.lora@epa.gov


APPENDIX
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
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Solar Program Example:  Massachusetts 

Clean Energy Results Program 
(CERP)
- Launched 2011

- Specific initiative to “advance 
environmental protection through 
renewable energy and energy 
efficiency projects” including 
development of solar PV on Landfills 
and Contaminated Land

- Close collaboration by environmental 
protection and energy resources 
departments

- Permitting process and regulations 
revised to facilitate solar PV on 
landfills and brownfields

Installed & Proposed Capacity To Date:
240 MW on landfills
140 MW on brownfields

Total:    380 MW

Source:  MassDEP  



Grants provide funding to carry out 
cleanup activities at one or more 
brownfield site(s).

• Cleanup Grants - cleanup 
planning and contaminant 
abatement at one or more sites 
owned by the recipient. 

• Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) 
Grants – capitalize a RLF 
program to provide loans and 
subgrants for cleanups. 

Brownfields Cleanup and RLF



RE-Powering’s 
Electronic Decision Tree

17https://www.epa.gov/re-powering/re-powerings-electronic-decision-tree

https://www.epa.gov/re-powering/re-powerings-electronic-decision-tree
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