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BROWNFIELD SITES

• 76 DIFFERENT SITES OF CONCERN IN 18 COMMUNITIES 



20 COMMUNITIES



BBNA’S BROWNFIELD HISTORY

• BBNA HAS BEEN RECEIVING 128(A) FUNDING SINCE FY 2014-15



COMMUNITY PFAS CONTAMINATION AWARENESS 



COMMUNITY PFAS CONTAMINATION AWARENESS



INTERACTIVE PUBLIC RECORD MAP



TRAININGS AND CERTIFICATIONS COMPLETED



WORK GROUPS AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS



BBSRI RESEARCH



BBSRI RESEARCH



GEOLOGICAL WORK



WHY THE TRP PROGRAM IS IMPORTANT TO ME 



SUCCESS STORY



RADON AWARENESS



OBSTACLES



EMPLOYEE TURNOVER 



SUBSISTENCE IS AN IMPORTANT PRIORITY 



QUYANA, THANK YOU!!



CRNA Brownfield Tribal Response Program

TRP Coordinator Sarah Sherwood



• CRNA TRP Program started in 2011

• Assist villages within CRNA consortia to identify, assess, and clean 
up brownfield sites on tribal land



CRNA is located in 
Glennallen, AK

TRP Program covers 
Cantwell, Gulkana, and 

Kluti-Kaah Villages



Types of brownfield sites in the Copper River Valley:

• Old military sites

• Abandoned gas stations

• Home heating oil spills and leaks

• Construction sites

• Old mechanic shops

• Abandoned BIA schools

• Old dump sites



Brownfield sites on CRNA Public Record:

• 116 brownfield sites

Brownfield sites on Public Inventory:

• CRNA is working on 3 active brownfield sites

o Old BIA Copper Center School site

o Bornite site

o Knoebell’s Service Station site



Old BIA Copper Center School 

• Old abandoned BIA school

• Current landowner AK DNR

• Near Kluti-Kaah Village land and culturally significant areas



Old BIA Copper Center School 

• Lead paint and asbestos in school building

• Oil and gasoline spills on ground

• Hazardous to land and local community members

• Brownfield site to be turned back into a green and subsistence use 
space



Old BIA Copper Center School 

• May 2020 submitted Targeted Brownfields Assessment Application 
to EPA a conduct a full site assessment

• Many meetings between CRNA, Kluti-Kaah Village, DNR, and EPA to 
answer EPA questions about the site and start the assessment 
process



Bornite Site

• Abandoned hazardous junk yard on private property in residential area

• Potentially hazardous to environment and local residents



Bornite Site

• Landowner likely Responsible Party

• Unable to locate landowner

• Talked to community members

• Put ad in local newspaper

• Continue to search for landowner



Knoebell’s Service Station

• Old fuel and auto shop

• Currently owned by private landowner

• Adjacent to Tazlina tribal land

• CRNA and Native Village of Tazlina are 
working together to address site



Knoebell’s Service Station

• Contaminates: fuel, oil, electrical waste, etc.

• Residents would see workers spill oil and fuel directly onto ground

• Potential to affect underground water sources and local wildlife 



Knoebell’s Service Station

• February 2020 Native Village of Tazlina, with assistance from CRNA, 
applied for the AK DEC Brownfield Assessment and Cleanup service

• April 2020 Tazlina was notified that the Knoebell site DBAC was denied due 
to lack of funding

• Tazlina will apply again in next DBAC cycle



CRNA TRP Activities

Created and distributed Brownfield TRP brochure



CRNA TRP Activities

Wrote brownfield article for local newspaper



CRNA TRP Activities

Created and distributed a CRNA Brownfield TRP informational video 
for Villages to post on their social media pages



All CRNA TRP Activities:

Provide public outreach and awareness about the CRNA TRP Program and 
brownfield sites

Invite community members to identify and report brownfield sites in their 
communities to CRNA



Successes:

• Applied for EPA TBA for brownfield site

• Inventoried 3 additional brownfield sites on tribal land

• Hosted Regional TRP Workgroup Calls

• Hosted workgroup calls with DNR, EPA, Kluti-Kaah, and CRNA about 
brownfield site



Challenges:

• Getting community members to report brownfield sites

• Hosting TRP and brownfield outreach activities with Villages

• Getting information from state agencies about brownfield sites



Thank you!



DEC Brownfields
STRP Workshop
April 14-15, 2021



Alaska Brownfields

• Abandoned tank farms

• Old schools

• Old canneries

• Former military sites

• Former drycleaners

• Former gas stations

• Mine sites

… and many more!
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Every Alaskan city and borough — both urban and rural — have vacant or underused 
properties whose redevelopment is complicated by potential contamination. 
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• Subsistence fishing and 
berry picking

• Recreation and green 
space

• Community centers
• Historic/cultural 

education centers
• Gardens
• Local housing
• Mixed use
• Commercial buildings

…and many more!

Common Types of Reuses for Alaskan Brownfields



Helping Alaskans assess, cleanup, and reuse brownfields to improve the 
environmental, economic, and social well-being of their communities
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Who we are 

• Funded through a State and Tribal Response 
Program (STRP) grant

• DEC Brownfields program began in 2003

• Began assessing sites in 2005

• Began providing cleanup services in 2014

• Provided technical assistance and support for 
nearly 200 projects across Alaska

Site Characterization and Cleanup Project
Heinz Salvage Yard, Gakona, AK



How we fit within DEC (and why this matters)

Connections with other DEC programs relevant to 
brownfields (e.g., Solid Waste, Water, etc.)
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Department of 
Environmental 
Conservation

Spill Prevention & 
Response

Contaminated Sites

Brownfields

Connections with Spill Response resources and 
expertise

Connections with other CS project managers, 
resources and expertise



About us

Lisa Griswold
• Zodiac sign: Cancer 

• From Colorado

• Moving to Tucson, AZ 

• Loves  animals, yoga 
and running. 
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Marc Thomas
• 5’ 8” (in shoes)

• Lives in Juneau

• From North Carolina 
(Go Tar Heels)

• Likes hiking, reading, 
and running



What do we do?

• Brownfields Inventory

• Outreach, Training, Education

• Technical Assistance and Support

• Site-Specific Projects
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Problem: HBM, petroleum , lead
DBAC services:

• Phase I Assessment 
• ABCA 
• Hazardous Building Material Abatement
• Soil Excavation and Disposal
• Historic Significance Report

Reuse: Boat dock/harbor  
Previous assessment: EPA TBA

Former Fish Processing Plant – Golovin,AK



Contaminated Sites Database
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DBAC Projects



brownfields.dec.alaska.gov 
• Brownfields Basics

• Video

• Presentations Archive

• Funding Opportunities

• TRP Resources
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Fact Sheets and Case Studies

• Liability Issues at Brownfields

• Funding Resources Overview

• Brownfields Resources Guide

• Frequently Asked Questions

• Case Studies
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Training, Workshops, and Webinars

• STRP Workshop

• Related Conferences

• Trainings
• 2018 – ASTM Phase I and II
• 2022 – ANCSA 

• Webinars
• Tips for Facilitating Online Meetings (Oct 2020)
• Renewable Energy and Brownfields (Dec 2020) 
• Public Health and Brownfields (Feb 2021)
• Next?
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Technical Assistance and Support

• Site Eligibility Determinations

• Acknowledgment Letters

• Community-Specific Support
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HBM Abatement, Kasaan Library



• Competitive Statewide
• Types of services provided

o Property Assessment and Cleanup Plans (PACPs)
o Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives (ABCAs) 
o Phase I / Phase II Assessments
o Hazardous Building Materials (HBM) Surveys 
o Site Remediation Planning and Cleanup Activities

• Usually, 6-7 projects per year 
• Projects range from $25,000 to

$125,000

DEC Brownfield Assessment and Cleanup (DBAC) Services
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Keku Cannery 
Kake, AK

Former Head Start Building
Ruby, AK

Talkeetna Library  
Talkeetna, AK

DBAC 
Application 
Period Open

Proposals 
Reviewed & 
Recipients 

Announced

Projects 
Funded & 
Scoping

Workplans 
Developed & 

Fieldwork 
Conducted



Applying for DBACs
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Threshold Criteria

1) The site IS NOT federally owned.

2) The site or facility HAS NOT received funding for remediation 
from the Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Trust Fund.

3) DBAC applicant IS NOT directly responsible for causing the 
potential contamination.

4) The property owner IS NOT directly responsible for causing the 
potential contamination.

5) There is a documented reuse or redevelopment plan for the site. 

Evaluation Criteria

1) Project requirements
2) Project Costs 
3) Project Team 
4) Viability of the Reuse Plan 
5) Communitywide Support and Benefit

Application Period from November - February



Coming Next…DBACs

• Completing FY21 DBACs

• Received 10 Applications for FY22 DBAC 
services

• Scored and ranked applications (March)

• New DBACs selected based on ranking 
and resources available

• DEC anticipates notifying selected 
projects in April/May of available funding

• DEC will scope work and select 
contractors in May/June

• DEC anticipates field work summer/fall
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Discovery Campus, Kasaan
2020-21 Petroleum Cleanup 



Coming Next…Alaska STRP Handbook

Expected Publication: May 2021

• Reference guide of brownfields-related 
resources and programs for TRPs

• Directory of federal, state, tribal response 
programs, and other relevant programs 
that can help answer questions and provide 
additional support to the brownfields 
community

• Background information on brownfields 
projects and TRPs generally
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Coming Next…Additional Outreach and Education

• Youth Booklet: The Old Fish Processing 
Plant: A Brownfields Story

• Updated Website, DBAC Summaries

• More Case Studies / Fact Sheets
• Story Map(s)
• Recommended projects or issues to 

highlight?

• Training

• Webinars
• Topic ideas?

17 10/16/2020

Draft Storyboard of  Youth Booklet



Former Trespass Shooting Range
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Delta Junction, Alaska

Highlights

• Formerly an unauthorized shooting range

• Contaminated with lead, arsenic, antimony, and 
copper 

• Received EPA Targeted Brownfields Assessment 
funds and DEC Brownfields Cleanup and 
Assessment Services

• Over 800 yd3 of  contaminated soil cleaned up 
and disposed of  properly

• Ready for reuse as a recreational trail system

“Reclaiming this once contaminated area so 
that we can create outdoor recreation for all 
users, here in Delta Junction, is a real game 
changer.”

- Delta Junction Trails Association 

Delta Junction Trespass Shooting Range (2009) 

 

Design for Delta Junction Riverwalk Park 



Former Mat Maid Dairy (Parcel A)
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Palmer, Alaska

Highlights

• Matanuska Maid Block Parcel A is one part of  a city block 
that was originally developed in 1935 and was a central 
corridor of  the Matanuska Colony

• Formerly a dairy facility, the property has been vacant since 
2007

• DEC assisted the City in identifying areas of  petroleum 
contamination and installing sampling wells. 

• Awarded a Targeted Brownfield Assessment from EPA in 2013

• Property cleaned up and no longer a threat to the health or 
safety of  humans or the environment

• Reused as a successful brewery and tap room 

The Mat-Maid Block was once the industrial and 
commercial heart of  the Matanuska 
Valley. Continued redevelopment of  this legacy site 
is key to a community vision for a vibrant, mixed-
use district with quality amenities, open space and 
destinations that reflect the City’s history and local 
culture.”

- Brad Hanson, City of  Palmer, Director of  
Community Development

Figure 1 - Before redevelopment. 
Source: Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, July 28, 2016

Figure 2 - After redevelopment.  
Source: Matanuska Brewing Company



For More Information

brownfields.dec.alaska.gov

Lisa Griswold
lisa.griswold@alaska.gov

Marc Thomas
marc.thomas@alaska.gov

































Gakona’s 
Tribal Response Program



About Us
• Located in Gakona , Alaska. Approximately 200 miles 

away from Anchorage.
• Gakona has one site that takes most of the attention: 

The Heinz Site.
• We have a total of 14 sites in our Public Record.
• Our TRP is committed to Gakona, Mentasta, and 

everything in between totaling 346,793 acres.
• Established in 2017.
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Derrick Sinyon
Environmental Coordinator

Been with Gakona since April 2018.
Started out as t he Environmental Assistant.
Loves visual communication and traveling.
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Benjamin Frank
Environmental Assistant

Been with Gakona since October 2020.
Started from the bottom, now he’s here.
Loves the Boston Red Sox and Arizona 

Cardinals



4

BLM Fire Lookout Si
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Mable Creek Pit Site



Targeted Brownfield Assessment (TBA) 
s ubm itted Septem ber  20 18 . Appl ication  
deem ed un f i t f or  T B A pr ogr am . Alas k a 

Depar tm ent of  E n vir on m en tal  
Con s er vation  ( ADE C)  has  com m itted to 

con duct the as s es s m en ts  an d both s i tes  ar e 
cur r en tly  on  the l i s t f or  Abbr eviate 

P r el im in ar y  As s es s m en ts . F ield wor k  is  
delayed un ti l  s pr in g 20 21,  due to Covid- 19 .
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7

Heinz Site
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Pre-Cleanup
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During Cleanup
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During Cleanup
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Post Cleanup



Obstacles
12

Lulling 
Moments

The long, hard 
journey to clean up a 

single site.

Learning 
Curve
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Solutions
Keep busy and keep track of your progress.

Set goals and learn somethin g new everyday.
Find your passion within your program. 
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Thanks!
Any questions?

You can find me at:
@907.822.5777

gakonaec@gmail.com (Derrick)
gakonaepa@gmail.com (Ben)

www.nvgakona.com/brownfields Slides by www.slidescarnival.com/

mailto:gakonaec@gmail.com
mailto:gakonaepa@gmail.com
http://www.nvgakona.com/brownfields
http://www.slidescarnival.com/help-use-presentation-template


Sitka Tribe of Alaska
Tribal Response Program

2021 STRP workshop update

Helen Dangel
Tlingit name Akléi

Kaagwaantaan or Eagle/ Wolf Clan 



STA’s Brownfields/ Tribal Response Program





































THE 
END



• Joe Kameroff
• Returning TRP Coordinator for Native Village of Napaimute
• Work on Napaimute's goals in their Tribal Environmental Plan
• I have been working in environmental department for Donlin 

Gold during my time absent from Tribal Response Program
• Gained additional knowledge in Environmental Sector
• Gained heavy equipment certifications

Contact info:
Napaimute.brownfields@gmail.com
(907)675-4388

mailto:Napaimute.brownfields@gmail.com

Motion

AShamaluevMusic

Pop Music

2020

Pop

250.55705







Find possible brownfields sites in AreaFind

Involve Native Village of Napaimute in local 
spill response with Alaska Contingency PlanInvolve

Protecting local habitat to keep tribal way of 
life for generations to followProtect

Points to Discuss:



Find possible brownfields 
sites in area

• Collaborate with other villages 
in region to hopefully get 
knowledge of old sites that can 
be added to inventory.  Learn 
of what was there and what 
could be there if any

Collaborate

• Talk to Elders in the villages 
about historic mining along 
the Kuskokwim river

Talk

• Document findings, get 
locations on maps and do 
additional research as needed 
once information is gathered

Document



Collaborate with other villages

• Talk to locals, discuss my 
position with NVN as 
brownfields TRP Coordinator 
and how I can help their 
community

• Talk to locals in their 
community of areas of 
concern



Talk with local Elders of historic 
mining along the Kuskokwim 

• Record conversations with Elders, provided 
they are willing to discuss their recollection of 
the mining activity 

• Provide maps to get general locations of 
mining activity

• i.e., barge landings, staging areas and 
operational locations.

• Take photos and preliminary inventories, and 
document findings 



Document findings, locations on map 
and do additional research as needed 
once information is gathered

• Proper documentation and record keeping are 
essential for historic preservation of history

• Once areas of concern are found in need of additional 
research, the TRP coordinator can add into inventory 
list

• Take a lot of photos and maps for routs, landing areas, 
operational areas



Spill Response in Alaska

Research

Research Alaska 
Contingency Plan 

Find

Find requirements for 
spill response team

Build

Build capacity to be a 
response team member



Research Alaska 
Contingency Plan

• Alaska Contingency Plan for 
western region is available 
online

https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/contingency-plans/

• A comprehensive list of 
information on spill 
response in Alaska is at one 
website

• Many links are provided for 
additional resources

https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/contingency-plans/


Requirements for spill 
response 

• Once the requirements are provided, 
we hope to be a responder for our 
region

• These goals are identified in NVN EPA 
Tribal Environmental Plan (ETEP) 

• However, additional training and 
requirements will need to be 
completed before obtaining this goal 



Build capacity to 
respond to spills

• As identified in NVN ETEP, we plan to be 
involved in spill response 

• Complete required steps identified in 
the Alaska Contingency Plan

• Once requirements are completed 
Napaimute will be available for response 
to help maintain the health of our 
region 



Protect local habitat to 
keep tribal way of life 
for generations to 
follow

Cultural and tribal wellbeing is 
important for many in our region

Keeping land and ecosystem 
sustainable for future generations to 
prevail

Follow Elder's knowledge of culture 
and way of life



Cultural and tribal 
wellbeing is important for 
many in our region

• The local way of life from our 
elders is important to keep alive 
for generations to follow 

• Cultural heritage in Alaska is 
important to all native 
organizations in the state  



Keeping land and ecosystems sustainable 
for future generations to come 

• Animals and fish are a stable for food in our region, 
keeping water and land clean so that ecosystems 
can sustain wildlife and fish is a constant concern

• Sustainability of ecosystems and resources they 
provide will help future generations to follow in our 
cultural way of life



Follow Elder's knowledge 
of culture and way of life

• Tradition is learned from Elder's stories, hands on 
learning while a task is taking place, and on special 
occasions

• Native culture is not well documented in written form

• Verbal lessons were taught



Recap of main point:

Sustain Protecting to sustain local habitat to keep 
tribal way of life for generations to follow

Involve Involve Native Village of Napaimute in local 
spill response with Alaska Contingency Plan

Find Find possible brownfields sites in Area



Find possible brownfields 
sites in our area.

• Visiting with people to find 
areas of concern so they can 
be added to our brownfields 
inventory list



Spill Response for 
Napaimute 

• Complete requirements from the 
Alaska contingency plan for 
western Alaska so we can respond 
in our area

• Build capacity to obtain this goal



Sustain local habitat to keep tribal way of life for 
future generations to follow

• Keeping the ecosystem clean for 
all wildlife, fish and resources  
sustainable for future generations 
to enjoy

• Following Elder's knowledge of 
culture and traditions to keep our 
culture and traditions alive





Brownfield Program
Tasha Mockta
Maryann Fidel

Birgit Hagedorn

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



YRITWC STRP Program - Overview

• Community Outreach
• Inventory
• Public Record
• Trainings
• Webinars
• Assessments
• Cleanup Support

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



Yukon River  Watershed 
Communities

45 
U.S. 

communities

426 
Brownfield 

Sites

Since 
2005

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



COMMUNITY VISITS

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



PUBLIC RECORD & INVENTORY

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



PUBLIC RECORD & INVENTORY
Common Brownfields
Barrel Dumps & Tank Farms

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



PUBLIC RECORD & INVENTORY
Common Brownfields, Schools

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



THE YRITWC BROWNFIELD APP
Reporting a Brownfield

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



THE YRITWC BROWNFIELD APP
Requesting Services

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



THE YRITWC BROWNFIELD APP
Map

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



BROWNFIELD LEADERSHIP GROUP

Brownfield Leader 
in the Community

• Monthly meeting
• Training
• Conferences

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



ASSESSMENTS & CLEANUP

Phase I Phase II EMP Cleanup

Assessments

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



TRAINING TETS
Annual UAS (Drone) Training

In Person 
& Online

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



TRAINING TETS
Qualified Environmental Sampler

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



TRAINING TETS

• Asbestos Building Inspector
• HAZWOPER
• Water Quality
• UAS (drone) Pilot

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



Chevak - Old School Building

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021

Photo from ADN

Chevak School Building was one of our success stories,  burned down this winter



YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021

GOAL

Focus Brownfields and Erosion



GOAL
FOCUS ON
BROWNFIELDS & MINES

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



GOAL
INCREASE PHASE II & CLEANUP

Phase I Phase II EMP Cleanup

Assessments

G
O

AL

G
O

AL

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



GOALS

• Brownfield to Greenfield
• Information - Training - Funding

• Solar, Wind, Anaerobic Digester
• Greenhouses,  Hydroponic systems….

• Workforce development
• Establish Database of trained individuals
• Environmental Sampler – Training what comes after?

• Apprenticeship – Internship Program with Industry Focus

YRITWC - STRP Workshop - 2021



Presented by: Justin Rusch



TRP Coordinator

• Justin Rusch, REHS

• BS and MS in Environmental and 
Occupational Health from California 
State University, Northridge



TRP Coordinator

• Moved from Southern California to Fairbanks in 
January 2020

• Works half-time as TRP Coordinator, half-time as 
Environmental Health Specialist



Environmental Health

• “Environmental health is concerned with all 
aspects of the natural and built environment 
that may affect human health. The Office of 
Environmental Health (OEH) program is part of 
TCC’s Health Services Department. We provide 
both routine and project-related services in the 
TCC villages; other services are provided at a 
village’s request.”



TRP Program

• Tanana Chiefs Conference (TCC)

• TRP falls under the Office of Environmental Health (OEH)

• OEH provides services for: safe drinking water, institutional 
environmental health, rabies vaccinations, bedbugs, emergency 
management, training, solid waste management, and brownfields



TRP Program

• TCC is based in Fairbanks

• Serves 39 communities

• 375 contaminated sites in the region

• 29 villages with contaminated sites



TRP Program

• Program has been around since 2014

• During most of that time, we had a full time TRP Tech

• TRP Tech reported to a part-time TRP Coordinator



TRP Program

• There were difficulties hiring a new Tech after the previous one left 
TCC

• TCC OEH restructured the TRP program, eliminating the Tech position 
and only having a TRP Coordinator working part-time

• As a result, my first task after being hired was restructuring our work 
plan, which included getting an extension for the FY2019 award



What makes us unique?

• TCC TRP does not work directly with identifying and cleaning 
brownfield sites in our region

• TCC TRP provides guidance to our communities on how to handle a 
potential brownfield site

• Funding application assistance
• DBAC, EPA 104(k), etc.
• Community outreach
• Public record



Challenges

• I’ve had three main challenges since starting:

1) The TRP Tech position had been vacant for almost a year when I 
started. The previous TRP Coordinator left right before I started

-Remaining OEH staff knew about TRP, but had limited knowledge 
on how the program worked or the grant’s funding

-I had to learn all this while also restructuring our work plan



Challenges

2) Restructuring the grant

- I’d never worked with Brownfields or EPA grants before

-Had to learn both what the grant covered and how to restructure and 
extend it. One issue in particular was restructuring the budget



Challenges

2) Restructuring the grant (cont.)

-The existing budget covered the salary and benefits for a full-time TRP 
Tech

-New budget had to cover only half of the salary and benefits for a half-
time TRP Coordinator



Challenges

3) Lack of travel and outreach

-Our budget allows for village trips to meet with community members 
about their brownfields concerns

-Due to COVID-19, I haven’t been able to travel and provide the level of 
outreach I’d like



Challenges

3) Lack of travel and outreach (cont.)

-To make up for this, I’ve been sending out emails with TRP Program 
information, but emails do not generate the same interest as an in-
person meeting



Challenges

3) Lack of travel and outreach (cont.)

-To partially make up for this, when the work plan was rewritten, some 
of the funding went to spill response kits to be distributed to the 
communities’ IGAP coordinators

-By offering the spill response kits, its been a good way to also bring up 
other Brownfield topics



Conclusion

I look forward to working with this program and trying to get these 
sites cleanup up to protect the health of our tribes.



CVTC TRP
Sutton/Chickaloon, 

Alaska



Ughelidzaen!
Nts’e doht’ae ?

Richard Chiolero s’uze’ dilaen .

C’etsiy tnaey eƚaen. 

S acr am ento K ayax ts’iinsyaa den.

N uutah izdaa k’adii.

N ay’dini’aa’ N a’ K ayax gha hwghezna.
2

(H ow ar e you?)

(My nam e is  R ichar d Chioler o.)

(I  am  of the I r on W or ker s clan.) 

(I  am  fr om  S acr am ento.)

(N ow I  live in Palm er .)

(I  wor k for  Chickaloon N ative V illage.)

(Gr eetings! )



Railroads & Coal Mining
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Chickaloon Coal Fields 
(1918)

Railroad in Chickaloon 
(1923)

c’etsiy tn’aey = 
“iron workers” =
railroad people



She Straddled Two Worlds

Our Clan Grandmother was raised 
in the traditional Ahtna style 
alongside influences from the rail 
and coal industries.

As the founder of Ya Ne Dah Ah 
school she worked her hardest to 
preserve Ahtna ways and is the 
foundation for everything we do 
for the Tribe.

She was the last fluent speaker of 
the Western Ahtna dialect.

4

Katherine Wade



Bestl’ets’ / King Mountain
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“Black Rock” Mountain
in Ahtna is on one side
of the Matanuska River.



HnuCh’k’eł’iht / Castle Mountain
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“Now We Do Work” 
Mountain in Ahtna 
is on the other side
of the Matanuska River.



Ts’tonhna’ / Matanuska River
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Chickaloon is in between the two mountains near the river. 
This is a panoramic view of Traditional Ahtna territory on the Bestl’ets side of the river.



Nay’dini’aa Na’ Kayax

8

My Office

Ts’tonhna ’ nene ’ 
ghestnaa eł izdaa.

(I  live and wor k  on 
Matanuska R iver  land.)
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“The Chickaloon Native 
Village Tribal Response 
Program area includes 

the cities of Palmer, 
Wasilla, and Houston.

We are between two TRP 
areas: the Native Village 

of Gakona (North) and 
the Native Village of 

Eklutna (South).”

Our Tribal Response Program Area
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Ugheli Dzaen Kulaen (It’s a nice day.)



2016
The year CVTC 
started their TRP

Nadaeggi(2)
Years that Richard 
has been the 
TRP Coordinator

The number of 
communities we 
monitor

11

Some Stats

Denci’hUk’edi(14)



“We apply Traditional 

Knowledge and modern 

science to promote the 

health of living things and 

their environments within 

the Chickaloon Village 

Traditional Territory.”
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Mission
Statement

Chickaloon Village Traditional Council
Environmental Stewardship Department



Our Vision

“We envision a future 
with functioning 
ecosystems, flourishing 
fish and wildlife 
populations and a 
healthy, prosperous 
community.”

13

Chickaloon Village Traditional Council
Environmental Stewardship Department
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“The TRP is meant to 
provide resources and 
increase the ability to 

address brownfield sites. 
Through this program 

we hope to provide not 
only information about 

current brownfield sites, 
but also education about 
the prevention of future 

contaminated sites.”

The CVTC Tribal Response Program

The CVTC Tribal Response Program and Public Record can be found here:
https:// www.chickaloon -nsn.gov/tribal - response -program/

Don’t worry:
It turned out 
to be iron 
bacteria.



15

One of My Projects

I developed this 
flyer as part of my 

community 
outreach efforts.
I have found that 

people learn about 
brownfields and 

get very excited to 
tell me about 

everything they see 
except actual 
brownfields. 😉😉

These things 
can tur n into 
br ownfield 
issues.


		What are you reporting? 

		Junk / Trash

		Illegal Dump

		Abandoned Vehicle

		Chemical Spill



		Whose land is it on? 

		City

		Borough

		State

		City

		Borough

		State

		City

		Borough

		State

		City

		Borough

		State



		

		Palmer

		Wasilla

		Houston

		Mat-Su

Problem Reporter

		Possible violation of statute/regulation;

human health or environment in danger

		Palmer

		Wasilla

		Houston

		Mat-Su

Problem Reporter

		possible violation of statute/regulation;

human health or environment in danger

		Palmer

		Wasilla

		Houston

		Blocking Right of Way

		Less than 10 feet from edge of highway

		More than 10 feet from edge of highway

		Left on your property without permission

		Left on the highway

		Left on other public property w/o permission

		Palmer

		Wasilla

		Houston

		Spill Response

		Spill Response

		Possible violation of statute/regulation;

human health or environment in danger

		Spill in the workplace



		Go to the corresponding letter below to find the correct contact information for reporting. 

		A

		B

		C

		D

		E

		A

		B

		C

		D

		E

		A

		B

		C

		F

		G

		D

		24

hours

		48

hours

		30

days

		If you or others are in immediate danger:

call 9-1-1



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		G

		G

		G

		If you are unsure of your reporting duties,

call the National Response Center (NRC):

1.800.424.8802



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		H

		H

		H

		H

		H

		E

		I







A						D						G

Code Violation Involving Property Complaint Form		Mat-Su Problem Reporter				Department of Transportation (DOT)

www.palmerak.org/applications-forms			(direct link) https://tinyurl.com/y2yk7ghq			http://doa.alaska.gov/dmv/titles/abandon.htm

Code Compliance Technician:				Road Complaint Hotline:				907.745.2159				 

Kimberly McClure					907.861.7755								

907.761.1306											

(email) kmcclure@palmerak.org 				E 						H

						Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) 	Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC)

B						Environmental Crimes Unit (ECU) 			Report Oil and Hazardous Substances Spills

Code Compliance Complaint				(direct link) http://dec.alaska.gov/applications/das/ecu		Region: Central Alaska

www.cityofwasilla.com > Departments > 			Chief Investigator:					907.269.3063; after hours: 1.800.478.9300

Police >Police Department Forms			Travis Williamson					ADEC Spill Response Website:

(direct link) https://tinyurl.com/y53muqjg 			907.269.7567					https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/spill-information/reporting			

Wasilla Police Department				(email) travis.williamson@alaska.gov			ADEC Reporting Times:

907.352.5401											Immediately: any spill to water; 55 gal or more on land

						F						48 Hours: more than 10 gal, less than 55 gal; or as soon as someone knows about spill

C						Right of Way Complaint Form				1 Month: more than 1 gal; less than 10 gal

Public Comment/Complaint Fillable Form			https://tinyurl.com/y6kch5zb (click link on page for form)

www.houstonak.com > Forms				MSB Code Compliance				I

(direct link) https://tinyurl.com/y2ghgequ 			907.861.7822					Alaska Occupational Safety and Health (AKOSH)

City Clerk:						(email) ccb@matsugov.us				https://labor.alaska.gov/lss/oshhome.htm

Sonya Dukes					Road Complaint Hotline:				800.770.4940

907.892.6869					907.861.7755Last Updated: 24 June 2019

Corrections? Turn to the back page for contact information.





(email) sdukes@houston-ak.gov 
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Keeping Alaska Pristine





















ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP DEPARTMENT



WWW.CHICKALOON-NSN.GOV

Uk’e Kole: No Footprint 

Ugheli dzaen! (Good day!)

I’m the Tribal Response Program Coordinator for Chickaloon Native Village. Much of the work I do focuses on what are known as brownfields. The EPA formally defines brownfields as, “…a property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.” 

Using this definition, a brownfield might be a boarded-up dry-cleaning store or gas station, or an old dump that’s no longer in use. But what do we do with pollution that doesn’t fit neatly into this category? How can we get it cleaned up so that we can keep Alaska pristine? That’s what this pamphlet is here to address. 

You can use this pamphlet to report the following items to authorities:

· Junk and Trash

· Illegal Dump Sites

· Abandoned Vehicles

· Chemical Spills

Abandoned cars, old refrigerators, piles of trash: all of these things pollute our beautiful state. Even worse: they could have harmful chemicals in them that can leach out and make people and animals sick. So, let’s do the right thing and help get things cleaned up. And don’t worry: even though forms are a matter of public record, most agencies will let you report anonymously.



Tsin’aen! (Thank you!)



RICHARD CHIOLERO

CONTAMINATED SITES PROGRAM MANAGER

907.745.0737

RECHIOLERO@CHICKALOON-NSN.GOV
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Learning Opportunities

Areas for improvement:

✘ Finding Outr each Oppor tunities
✘ Br ownfields on Pr ivate Pr oper ty
✘ Meaningful Com m unity E ngagem ent

I  r eally want to im pr ove all of these ar eas!
(Please feel fr ee to contact m e with ideas.)

16



When I’m not hunting for brownfields…

17…I ’m probably looking for a dog to pet.
The Butte, Palmer, AK.



Water & Soil Sampling/Monitoring

18

95%



Tsin’aen!
Thank you for watching this presentation!

If you would like to learn more about the CVTC 
Tribal Response Program, please reach out to:

Richard Chiolero 

Email: rechiolero@ chickaloon -nsn.gov

Website: Chickaloon -nsn.gov

19

Contact Information

mailto:rechiolero@chickaloon-nsn.gov


Credits

Special thanks to all the people who made 
and released these awesome resources for 
free:

✘ Pr esentation tem plate by S lidesCar nival
✘ Photogr aphs by R ichar d Chioler o, Selena 

Or tega- Chioler o, CV TC Per m anent 
Collections & Alaska Digital Ar chives
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Shout- outs

http://www.slidescarnival.com/?utm_source=template












































Native Lands & Resources
Meet Our Team:

• Desiree Duncan …….. Native Lands Manager
• Raymond Paddock ....... Environmental Coordinator
• Cer Scott ……………... Environmental Specialist
• Lindsey Pierce ……... Environmental Specialist
• Kenneth Weitzel ……... Natural Resource Specialist
• Harold Jacobs ……... Cultural Resource Specialist
• Irene Lampe ……... Realty Specialist
• Darrell Brown ……... Veterans Specialist
• Marco Banda ……... Regional Resource Specialist
• Dominique Stitt ……... Administrative Clerk





State and Tribal Response Program (STRP)

• Juneau, Alaska
• Service area over 18 communities across Southeast Alaska
• 10+ years the STRP has been in operation with Tlingit & Haida
• 5 years (my tenure) with the Tribal Response Program



STRP Community Report Form



Past Projects and Program Involvement



Program Highlights

• Phase I & II Environmental Assessment at Cultural 

Immersion Park

• Responding to Local Contamination Concerns

• Southeast Environmental Conferences

• STRP Workshops / Sessions



Program Pictures
Responding to community (potential)
Contamination Report



Program Pictures
2017 Southeast Environmental Conference
Wrangell, Alaska
Nolan Center



Program Pictures
2019 Southeast Environmental Conference
Craig, Alaska
Craig Tribal Association



Success Story

In response to COVID-19 we were able to host our 1st completely 
virtual Southeast Environmental Conference (SEC)

Challenges:
• New Logistics
• Internet Access
• Coordinating times
• Learning new platform

Successes:
• Participants involved
• Accommodations
• Positive Feedback
• Resources / Presentations 

shared through Dropbox link



Our Mission and Goal

• The mission of Tlingit & Haida is to “preserve Tlingit and Haida 
sovereignty, enhance Tlingit and Haida economic and cultural 
resources, and promote self-sufficiency and self-governance for our 
citizens through collaboration, services, and advocacy.”

• Our goal with our State and Tribal Response Program is to generate 
public awareness though educating to identify potentially 
contaminated sites and/or human health concerns associated with 
Brownfields.



Gunalchéesh / Háw’aa / Thank you!!

Please feel free to contact us anytime
Cer Scott
cscott@ccthita-nsn.gov
(907) 463-7182

Raymond Paddock
rpaddock@ccthita-nsn.gov
(907) 463-7184

http://www.ccthita.org/services/community/environmental/index.html

mailto:cscott@ccthita-nsn.gov
mailto:rpaddock@ccthita-nsn.gov
http://www.ccthita.org/services/community/environmental/index.html


Brownfields Program (TRP)

Located in Eklutna, Alaska, our area encompasses 
Anchorage and the Mat-Su Valley. 

Marc Lamoreaux
marcl@eklutna.org

We are a small office with only three employees: 
Marc Lamoreaux, Carrie Ann Brophil, and Kyle 
Robillard

Carrie Ann Brophil
cbrophil@eklutna.org

Kyle Robillard
krobillard@eklutna.org

eklutna-nsn.gov/departments/land-and-environment   •    907-688-8522



EPA Region 10 Brownfields
Alaska ST R P Workshop

April 14-15, 2021



History of the EPA Brownfields Program
• Early 1990s - the U.S. C onference of 

M ayors pointed to brownfields as one of 
the most critical problems facing cities.  

• January 1995 - EPA provided small 
amounts of seed money to local 
governments that launched hundreds of 
two-year Brownfields "pilot" projects

• 1996 - EPA signs a M emorandum of 
U nderstanding with the Dept. of Labor, 
focusing on job training and employment 
opportunities related to the Brownfields 
program for local youth and adults

• January 2002 - the Small Business 
Liability R elief and Brownfields 
R evitalization Act (the "Brownfields 
Law") is signed 



Understanding EPA

R egion 10 -
Serving A laska, I daho, O regon, 
Washington, and 271 Tribal N ations



EPA Region 10
Land, Chemicals, and  

Redevelopment 
Division (LCARD)

Pollution Prevention 
and Communities 

Branch

Region 10 
Brownfields Team

How we fit into EPA and Region 10 

Office of Land and 
Emergency 

Management (OLEM)

Office of Brownfields 
and Land 

Revitalization (OBLR)

Region 10 
Brownfields Team



Molly Vaughan

Region 10 Brownfields Team

Margaret Olson

Susan Morales
Terri Griffith

Angel Ip
Blair Kinser

Brandon Perkins
Madison Sanders-Curry

Bjorn Frogner (SEE - Admin)
Chuck Penk (SEE - Admin)



EPA Brownfields Funding Opportunities

Multipurpose, Assessment, 
Revolving Loan Fund and Cleanup 

(MARC) Grants

Targeted Brownfields Assessments 
(TBA) 

Technical Assistance for Brownfields 
(TAB)

Land Revitalization & other 
Assistance

Environmental Workforce 
Development & Job Training Grants

State and Tribal Response 
Programs 





Contact Information

Morales.Susan@epa.govSusan Morales

Griffith.Terri@epa.govTerri Griffith

Ip.Angel@epa.govAngel Ip

Kinser.Blair@epa.govBlair Kinser

Perkins.Brandon@epa.govBrandon Perkins

Olson.Margaret@epa.govMargaret Olson

Sanders-Curry.Madison@epa.govMadison Sanders-Curry

Vaughan.Molly@epa.govMolly Vaughan

Frogner.Bjorn@epa.govBjorn Frogner

Penk.Charles@epa.govChuck Penk



Kawerak Tribal Response Program
Bering Strait / Norton Sound Region



• 80% Alaska Native

• 10,000 regional inhabitants

• 20 Federally Recognized Tribes

•Red star indicates location of Nome 

• Kawerak is our Native non-profit corporation

•23,088 square miles = 59,798 square kilometers

The Bering Strait Region of Alaska



Experiences so far with Brownfields….

• Provided outreach to 20 tribes in our region
• Expanded our Public Record information
• Assisted with DBAC applications
• Submitted a grant application to include more village assessments
• Assisted with one Brownfield project



Golovin Fish Plant Brownfield Project

• Fish plant built in the ‘60’s
• Abandoned and is currently falling into the ocean
• Golovin IGAP staff applied to EPA to fund the assessment
• Assessment found hazardous materials, DRO & leaded soil
• Backhauled lead-acid batteries, PCB ballasts, fluorescent bulbs, and 

scrap metal waste through IGAP program
• Applied for State of Alaska DBAC for funding to remediate soil
• Currently waiting for contractors to demolish building and clean up soil



Old and new 
landfills leaching 

toxics into the 
waterways



Have had a hard time working with
petroleum-based contamination and responsible
party ownership issues…

• RPs that can don’t want to step up
• Difficult to show who is responsible
• Issue most identified by communities



Thank you! 

Anahma Shannon
ashannon@kawerak.org 
www.kawerak.org/environment
(907) 443-4249


	STRP Intro Title Slide
	Alaska State and Tribal Response Programs Workshop���Introductory Presentations

	BBNA TRP Pechakucha Presentation - Jared Miller
	Bristol Bay Native Association TRP �Jared Miller
	Dillingham
	�Brownfield Sites
	20 Communities
	BBNA’s Brownfield history
	Community PFAS Contamination awareness 
	Community PFAS Contamination awareness
	Interactive Public record map
	Trainings and certifications Completed
	Work Groups and Committee Meetings
	BBSRI Research
	BBSRI Research
	Geological work
	Why the TRP Program is important to me 
	Success Story
	Radon awareness
	obstacles
	Employee Turnover 
	Subsistence is an important priority 
	Quyana, Thank you!!

	CRNA - STRP presentation
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20

	DEC Intro - STRP Workshop 2021 (04.07.21)
	DEC Brownfields
	Alaska Brownfields
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	How we fit within DEC (and why this matters)
	About us
	What do we do?
	Contaminated Sites Database
	brownfields.dec.alaska.gov 
	Fact Sheets and Case Studies
	Training, Workshops, and Webinars
	Technical Assistance and Support
	Slide Number 13
	Applying for DBACs
	Coming Next…DBACs
	Coming Next…Alaska STRP Handbook
	Coming Next…Additional Outreach and Education
	Former Trespass Shooting Range
	Former Mat Maid Dairy (Parcel A)
	For More Information

	DIA_Brownfield 2021 TRP Presentation Converted
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15

	Gakona AKSTRP Intro Presentation
	Gakona’s �Tribal Response Program
	About Us
	Derrick Sinyon�Environmental Coordinator
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Obstacles
	Solutions
	Thanks!

	Helen_Sitka_pechakucha
	Sitka Tribe of Alaska� Tribal Response Program � �   2021 STRP workshop update
	STA’s Brownfields/ Tribal Response Program
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20

	Napaimute_PechaKucha STRP presentaion 4.5.21
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Find possible brownfields sites in area
	Collaborate with other villages
	Talk with local Elders of historic mining along the Kuskokwim 
	Document findings, locations on map and do additional research as needed once information is gathered
	Spill Response in Alaska
	Research Alaska Contingency Plan
	Requirements for spill response 
	Build capacity to respond to spills
	Protect local habitat to keep tribal way of life for generations to follow�
	Cultural and tribal wellbeing is important for many in our region
	Keeping land and ecosystems sustainable for future generations to come 
	Follow Elder's knowledge of culture and way of life
	Slide Number 16
	Find possible brownfields sites in our area.
	Spill Response for Napaimute 
	Sustain local habitat to keep tribal way of life for future generations to follow
	Slide Number 20

	Presentation Pechakucha_YRITWC
	Slide Number 1
	YRITWC STRP Program - Overview
	Yukon River  Watershed Communities
	Community Visits
	Public Record & Inventory
	Public Record & Inventory�Common Brownfields�Barrel Dumps & Tank Farms
	Slide Number 7
	The YRITWC Brownfield App�Reporting a Brownfield
	The YRITWC Brownfield App�Requesting Services�
	The YRITWC Brownfield App�Map
	Brownfield Leadership Group
	Assessments & Cleanup
	Training TETs�Annual UAS (Drone) Training
	Training TETs�Qualified Environmental Sampler
	Training TETs��
	Chevak - Old School Building
	Goal �
	Goal�Focus on�Brownfields & Mines �
	Goal�Increase Phase II & Cleanup
	Goals

	Rusch_TCC_STRP Workshop 2021 Intro
	TRP Introduction
	TRP Coordinator
	TRP Coordinator
	Environmental Health
	TRP Program
	TRP Program
	TRP Program
	TRP Program
	What makes us unique?
	Challenges
	Challenges
	Challenges
	Challenges
	Challenges
	Challenges
	Conclusion

	STRP Conference Introduction - Chiolero
	CVTC TRP�Sutton/Chickaloon, Alaska
	Ugheli dzaen!
	Railroads & Coal Mining
	She Straddled Two Worlds
	Bestl’ets’ / King Mountain
	Hnu Ch’k’eł’iht / Castle Mountain
	Ts’tonhna’ / Matanuska River
	Nay’dini’aa Na’ Kayax
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	2016
	Slide Number 12
	Our Vision
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Learning Opportunities
	When I’m not hunting for brownfields…
	Water & Soil Sampling/Monitoring
	Tsin’aen!
	Credits

	STRP Pechakucha_ANTHC
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20

	Central Council Tlingit Haida - 2021 STRP Workshop (DEC) PP Presentation
	Central Council Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (CCTHITA)
	Native Lands & Resources
	Slide Number 3
	State and Tribal Response Program (STRP)
	STRP Community Report Form
	Slide Number 6
	Program Highlights
	Program Pictures
	Program Pictures
	Program Pictures
	Success Story
	Our Mission and Goal
	Gunalchéesh / Háw’aa / Thank you!!

	Eklutna_introduction slide
	Slide Number 1

	EPA Region 10 Brownfields Intro
	EPA Region 10 Brownfields
	History of the EPA Brownfields Program
	Understanding EPA
	How we fit into EPA and Region 10 
	Region 10 Brownfields Team
	EPA Brownfields Funding Opportunities
	Slide Number 7
	Contact Information

	TRP Kawerak Presentation 4_13_21
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7


