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Department of Environmental 
Conservation 

DIVISION OF WATER 

Wastewater Discharge Authorization Program 

555 Cordova Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2617 

Main: 907.269.6285 

Fax: 907.334.2415 

www.dec.alaska.gov/water/wwdp 

April 8, 2022 

Sarah Ferguson-Brown 

NCL (Bahamas) Ltd. 

7665 Corporate Center Drive 

Re: Authorization to Discharge 2013DB0004-0017: Norwegian Sun  

Dear Ms. Ferguson-Brown:  

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has completed its review and 
acknowledges that you have submitted a complete Notice of Intent (NOI) form for the 2013DB0004 
Large Commercial Passenger Vessel Wastewater Discharge General Permit (Permit). 
The Norwegian Sun is hereby authorized to discharge treated wastewater into Alaska marine waters and 
is issued wastewater discharge authorization number 2013DB0004-0017.  Discharge from this vessel is 
authorized in accordance with the terms and conditions of the general permit and any vessel-specific 
conditions included in this document. 
An electronic copy of the Permit and this authorization is available at the Department website 

http://dec.alaska.gov/water/cruise-ships/cruise-general-permit/. 

The following are vessel specific conditions that apply to this authorization:  

1) Treated wastewater discharge is authorized when the vessel is operating at speeds of 6 knots or 

greater. 

a. Mixing Zone: Mixing zone size for the permittee is authorized for discharges at speeds of 

6 knots or greater and is limited to 63 meters in length, 5 meters in width, and a depth 

from the water surface to the depth the discharge port is below the water surface plus one 

meter. The shape of the mixing zone is an elongated rectangle that extends from the 

discharge port towards the stern of the ship.  See Permit Section 5.2.3.   

2) Treated wastewater discharge is authorized when the vessel is operating at speeds of less than 6 

knots. 

a. Mixing Zone: Mixing zone size for permittees authorized for discharges at speeds under 6 

knots, excepted as specified in Section 5.2.5, is limited to a radius of 83 meters and a depth 

from the water surface to the depth the discharge port is below the water surface plus one 

meter. The mixing zone will extend away from the hull of the vessel in a semicircle 

centered on the discharge port. See Permit Section 5.2.4. 

3) Treated wastewater discharge is authorized when the vessel is docked in Skagway at either the 

Broadway Dock, or the Ore Dock. 

a. Mixing Zone: Mixing zone size for permittees authorized for discharge when docked in 

Skagway at Broadway Dock or Ore Dock when cruise ships are present at both docks is 

limited to a radius of 15 meters and a depth from the water surface to the depth the 

discharge port is below the water surface plus one meter. The mixing zone will extend 

away from the hull of the vessel in a semicircle centered on the discharge port. See Permit 

Section 5.2.5.  
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4) In-port discharge is only authorized from a single port that is located on the outboard side of the 

vessel from the dock. 

5) Effluent Limits and sampling requirements are identified in Tables 3, 4,  5 and 6 of the Permit. 

6) Receiving Water Monitoring is required twice per year in accordance with Permit Section 6.9.3. 

7) Discharge from multiple ports simultaneously is prohibited.   

The permittee is reminded of the following permit requirements, and is responsible for all submissions 

and activities in the Permit even if they are not summarized below: 

• All Commercial Passenger Vessels must register annually see Permit Part 2.1.3.  

http://dec.alaska.gov/water/cruise-ships/cruise-registration/. 

• As per Permit Part 4.2.3, the permittee shall notify the Department, in writing, of wastewater 

treatment system modifications that change information provided to the Department in the 

approved NOI form at least 48 hours prior to the discharge of any treated wastewater into marine 

waters of the state. The NOI Application form can be accessed at the Departments website 

http://dec.alaska.gov/water/cruise-ships/cruise-general-permit/.  

• Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) see Permit Part 6.1:  The owner/operator of a vessel that 

intends to discharge wastewater into Alaskan waters must submit a wastewater sampling QAPP to 

ADEC for approval.  

• Vessels Specific Sampling Plan (VSSP) see Permit Part 6.2:  All vessels are required to have an 

approved Vessel Specific Sampling Plan (VSSP) 21 days before sampling.  

• Sampling requirements for discharges underway at speeds greater than 6 knots and associated 

effluent limits can be found in Tables 2, 3 and 5 of the permit. 

• Sampling requirements for discharges at speeds less than 6 knots and associated effluent limits are 

located in Tables 4 and 6 of the permit. 

• Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMRs): see Permit Part 7.2: DMRs are required for each calendar 

month that the vessel operated in the marine waters of the state and must be submitted within the 

first 21 days of the following calendar month. 

• Submit all CPVEC registration correspondence, support documents, and reports to: 

DEC.WQ.Cruise@alaska.gov or mail to: ADEC-CPVEC, ATTN: Cruise Ship Program P.O. Box 

111800 Juneau, AK 99811-1800. 

• A copy of the General Permit 2013DB0004 and this authorization letter must be kept onboard the 

vessel. This letter does not relieve the permittee from other local, state, or federal government 

permitting requirements. 

Please reference your permit authorization number 2013DB0004-0017 and vessel name in all future 

correspondence. If you have any questions regarding the above, please contact Sam Kito at 907-269-7542, 

or via email at Sam.Kito@alaska.gov.  

Sincerely, 

 

James Rypkema  

Program Manager, Cruise Ship Permitting 

Enclosure: NOI 

cc: DEC.WQ.Cruise@alaska.gov  
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