
Food Trucks: Safety On-the-Go 

Brian Himelbloom, PhD, CFS 

Associate Professor of Seafood Microbiology 

University of Alaska Fairbanks 

School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences 

Kodiak Seafood and Marine Science Center 

118 Trident Way 

Kodiak, AK 99615-7401 

bhhimelbloom@alaska.edu 907.486.1529 

10/6/2015 AFSAC Seminar 1 

mailto:bhhimelbloom@alaska.edu


Recent Incident – Seattle, WA 

 www.kirotv.com/news/news/e-coli-

case-being-investigated-king-

county/nnWgd/ 

 www.foodpoisonjournal.com/food

borne-illness-outbreaks/marler-

clark-retained-in-los-chilangos-e-

coli-outbreak/#.VhQukCuVmpQ 
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Topical News 

 http://wane.com/2015/09/30/15-

finds-out-14-violations-found-on-

food-trucks/ 
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dec.alaska.gov/eh/fss/food/docs/mobile_

unit_guide.pdf 



10/6/2015 AFSAC Seminar 5 

public.health.oregon.gov/Healthy

Environments/FoodSafety/Docu

ments/muguide.pdf 
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Oregon Health Authority. 2014.  

Mobile Food Unit Operation 

Guide.10 pp. 
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“…reviewed 

263,395 inspection 

reports….” [from 

seven large cities, 

2008-2013] 

 

ij.org/report/street-

eats-safe-eats/ 
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Erickson, A.C. 2014. Street Eats, Safe Eats: How Food Trucks and Carts Stack Up to 

Restaurants on Sanitation. Inst. Justice,  Arlington, VA, 48 pp. 
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“Of the 95 mobile food trucks assessed, 90…exhibited at least one critical risk 

factor…comparable to fixed food facilities….” (Faw, B.V. and Tuttle, J.L. 2014. Mobile 

food trucks: California EHS-Net study on risk factors and inspection challenges. J. 

Environ. Health 76(8): 36-37.) 



Other News Reports and 

Further Reading 
 www.cnn.com/2013/04/08/health/food

-trucks-safety/ 

 www.safebee.com/food/food-truck-
food-safe-eat 

 www.dummies.com/how-
to/content/prepare-your-food-truck-
for-health-inspections.html 

 foodtruckr.com/2015/02/run-food-
truck-16-prepare-health-inspections/ 
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Another Food Truck Concern 

 www.nfpa.org/newsandpublications

/nfpa-journal/2015/may-june-

2015/features/food-trucks 

 http://myfox8.com/2015/07/11/crew

s-respond-to-fire-reported-on-

fleming-road-in-greensboro/ 
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