
Financial Responsibility for 
Underground Storage Tanks
Guide to Annual Submittal

Webpage: Financial Responsibility for Underground Storage Tank Owners (alaska.gov)
Contact the UST Financial Responsibility Coordinator: decustfr@alaska.gov

https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/contingency-plans/financial-responsibility/fr-ust/
mailto:decustfr@alaska.gov


What is Underground Storage Tank Financial Responsibility?

Underground Storage Tank Financial Responsibility, also known as UST FR, is both a 
Federal and State Regulation that ensures protection of your business, the environment, 
and third parties from pollution, injuries, and damage resulting from a leaking 
underground storage tank.  

Federal Regulations: eCFR :: 40 CFR Part 280 Subpart H -- Financial Responsibility
- Alaska requirements are based on the Federal regulations. The US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) verifies State Financial Responsibility Certifications at 
inspections.

State of Alaska Regulations: 18 AAC 78.910 UST Financial Responsibility (alaska.gov)
- UST FR documentation must be submitted when a new UST facility is registered with 
ADEC, and annually thereafter (you can expect email reminders for upcoming expiries). 
Submittals are processed by Alaska’s UST Financial Responsibility Coordinator. Upon 
approval, a certificate is issued, which must be publicly posted at the facility(ies).

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-I/subchapter-I/part-280/subpart-H?toc=1
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#18.78.910


Requirements for Annual Submittal
to Alaska DEC

1. A completed Underground Storage Tank Financial Responsibility Form

2. Proof of coverage:
• The most common coverage mechanism is commercially available insurance, often referred to 

as ‘pollution liability insurance’. 
• Other options are a Letter of Credit, Surety Bond, Fully Funded Trust Fund, and Guarantee. 
• Local governments are also eligible to submit a Local Government Financial Test, Local 

Government Fund, Local Government Bond Rating Test, or Local Government Guarantee as proof 
of coverage.

*Note: Due to the popularity of insurance in a large majority of UST FR submittals, this guide only covers insurance as a form of proof. Please 
contact us with questions related to other proof mechanism options, or reference eCFR :: 40 CFR Part 280 Subpart H -- Financial Responsibility.

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-I/subchapter-I/part-280/subpart-H?toc=1


ADEC Underground Storage Tank 
Financial Responsibility Form

The two-page application (found 
on the UST FR webpage) prompts 
for information required to 
process your UST FR certification 
(i.e. ADEC Owner ID, Facility 
Names, ID #s & addresses, and FR 
coverage details). Please be sure 
to entirely fill out the application. 

If you are unsure about any 
required information (such as 
Owner ID or Facility ID #s), please 
reach out for assistance.

In addition to a required 
owner/operator signature, it will 
also need the signature of a 
witness.



Proof of Insurance 
Requirements

The document needed to process your UST FR 
submittal is generally known as a ‘Certificate of 
Insurance’. To be accepted, it will need the following:

1. Policy number, effective and expiration dates;

2. Name and mailing address of insured and insurer;

3. The exact language provided in 40 CFR 280.97(b)(2);

4. The dollar limit of liability for each occurrence and 
annual aggregate (see 40 CFR 280.93 for $ amount 
requirements);

5. Signature of insurance representative;

6. and a tank schedule (list of tanks and their 
location) 

*Note: If you are obtaining insurance and the full policy has not 
yet been returned, an insurance binder (Certificate of Liability 
Insurance, “Acord”, Confirmation of Binding) can be used 
temporarily.  Once the full insurance policy comes back, we will 
need the ‘Certificate of Insurance’ described above.

https://%E2%80%8B/%E2%80%8Bwww.ecfr.gov/%E2%80%8Bcurrent/%E2%80%8Btitle-40/%E2%80%8Bpart-280/%E2%80%8Bsection-280.97#p-280.97(b)(2)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/section-280.93


Approval of ADEC Underground Storage Tank 
Financial Responsibility and Final Notes 

Following timely submittal of required documents to 
decustfr@alaska.gov, the UST FR coordinator will process the 
documents and issue a certificate by email for posting at your 
facility.

DEC requires proof of Financial Responsibility from all applicable owners and operators:
• prior to operating a newly installed UST system;
• annually, 30 days prior to the expiration of the FR;
• for a change of owner, prior to operation by the new owner;
• within 30 days after a release from an UST;
• if requested by DEC; and
• during a facility audit.

*UST Financial Responsibility MUST be maintained throughout the permanent closure process, defined as when corrective action is officially 
complete (40 CFR 280.113, adopted by reference under 18 AAC 78.910).

mailto:decustfr@alaska.gov


Contact Us:

Webpage for additional resources: 
Financial Responsibility for UST Owners (alaska.gov)

Phone: See UST FR Webpage
Email: decustfr@alaska.gov

Fax: (907) 465-5245

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Spill Prevention and Response 

Financial Responsibility Unit
P.O. Box 111800 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/contingency-plans/financial-responsibility/fr-ust/
https://dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/contingency-plans/financial-responsibility/fr-ust/
mailto:decustfr@alaska.gov
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