Early, Marti (DEC)

From: Early, Marti (DEC) [marti.early@alaska.gov]
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 2:35 PM

To: DEC-Sulfolane@list.state.ak.us

Cc: Marti Early

Subject: Sulfolane update #17

Dear concerned citizen,

The investigation of the sulfolane in groundwater is proceeding aggressively, and we expect a final work plan
covering all aspects by the end of June. The ongoing work, which will continue through the summer, includes:

° Testing sulfolane concentrations deep in the groundwater throughout the plume;
° Monthly testing of monitoring wells;
° Upgrades to the existing remediation system, which removes sulfolane from groundwater on the

refinery, and a feasibility study for other treatment options;

° Sampling of soil and surface water, including sloughs and gravel pits;
° Connections to the city water system or other permanent water supply; and
° Plant sampling and development of a greenhouse study to measure sulfolane uptake in plants.

As we said in the last update, we don’t know yet if well water with sulfolane in it is safe for growing fruits and
vegetables. We don’t know if it’s safe to eat all plants, some plants, or some parts of plants (e.g. stems,
leaves, roots, fruits, flowers). In response to community concerns and questions about using well water for
gardening, we are offering to test local produce grown this summer with sulfolane-impacted water. Testing is
voluntary and free of charge. Doing this will allow us to provide individual feedback to gardeners this summer.
If you’re interested in participating in this sampling project, please call Nim Ha at the Alaska Division of Public
Health in Anchorage (269-8028). You can also email her at nim.ha@alaska.gov. The Technical Project Team
guiding the investigation of sulfolane contamination will also conduct a longer-term scientific study to provide
more conclusive answers to the safety of gardening with sulfolane-tainted water. This study will take at least
one year conduct, so it won’t be able to provide answers in time for this summer’s harvest.

We still hear that people are concerned about the possibility that the plume is growing or moving. We do not
believe the plume is growing because the source of sulfolane at the refinery is stable, spills have been
decreasing, and remediation is ongoing and being upgraded. Monthly monitoring is allowing us to carefully
evaluate trends over time.

The Technical Project Team has been discussing the “site characterization work plan,” a written document
required by DEC to show specifics on how Flint Hills” investigation is and will continue to be conducted. This is
a revised plan from one that was approved in 2006. Revisions are commonly made to work plans until the
area of contamination and the pathways of human and environmental exposure are made clear.



On a personal note, | am retiring from DEC, and my replacement will begin work in mid-June. | know you will
be in good hands. | have, as have the others working on this issue, tried as much as possible to put ourselves in
your place since this problem came to light. Groundwater contamination is a very difficult problem to solve, so
we have not been able to give you the quick assurance | know you would have wanted. But we continue to
work hard for you all to resolve these issues and hold the responsible parties accountable.

For more information please note the updated contact information below. | feel honored to have worked on
your behalf and wish you all the best.

Marti Early
Community Involvement Specialist
ADEC - Spill Prevention and Response - Contaminated Sites Program

www.dec.state.ak.us/spar/csp/sites/npolerefinery/

For more information:

--On contaminated sites, contact Ann Farris, 907-451-2104, ann.farris@alaska.gov, or Denise Elston, 907-465-
5207, denise.elston@alaska.gov

--On health related information, contact the Alaska Division of Public Health, Nim Ha,
907-269-8028, nim.ha@alaska.gov

--On public water supplies, contact DEC, Cindy Christian, 907-451-2222, cindy.christian@alaska.gov

--On water testing or other refinery issues, contact Jeff Cook, Flint Hills Resources,
907-488-5104, jeff.cook@fhr.com
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