
-Project Timeline- 
Next Steps 

DEC’s Accelerated Schedule: 
Site Characterization Report: DEC’s Review Complete, Flint Hills 
Finalizing- 
In the Site Characterization Report, field investigation, site data from groundwater and soil analysis 
are used to determine the extent of contamination.  

Risk Assessment Report: Currently under DEC’s Review- 
In the Risk Assessment Report, detailed information about the site contamination and the potential  
risk to people are described. The risk assessment phase may also be used to develop protective 
cleanup levels. 

Feasibility Study: Currently in Development-  
In the Feasibility Study, cleanup techniques are researched, analyzed, and recommended based on the 
protectiveness, practicality, effectiveness, conformity with state regulations, and consideration of any 
public comment. 

Final Cleanup Plan: Anticipated by December 2012-  
In the Final Cleanup Plan, current and future use of the site, the degree of treatment, and protection 
of human health and safety and the environment are taken into account to define soil and 
groundwater cleanup levels and cleanup techniques. The cleanup plan establishes what is required to 
cleanup the site, ensure no further migration of contamination, and prevent risk until cleanup is 
complete.  

Sulfolane Investigation Milestones 
2009 (October) Sulfolane discovered north of    
           refinery  property,  DEC and DHSS notified 
 
           (November – Present) Flint Hills  
           implements collection and evaluation of    
           site characterization data 
            
           (December) DEC letter requests 
       revised investigation and cleanup plan 
 

2010 (February) Health agencies recommend 
           public health level of 25 ppb 
 
           (March) DEC formally sets an interim cleanup 
           level of 25 ppb, requiring additional  
           aggressive cleanup on the refinery 
 
           (August) DEC approval of Site                           
           Characterization Work Plan and Interim   
           Removal Action Plan  
 
           (August – October) Flint Hills implements     
           remediation system enhancements 
 
           (October – June 2011) Flint Hills                 

evaluates effectiveness of the remediation  
           system 
 
 
 
          
 

2011 (March) Flint Hills submits a preliminary site                               
          Characterization Report to DEC, but there is much     
          more investigation needed. to develop a cleanup plan. 
           
          (August) DEC establishes an accelerated cleanup 

schedule   
               
          (October - November) Community survey conducted 
 
          (December) Flint Hills submits Site Characterization 

Report Sulfolane    
 
          (December) DEC’s nomination of sulfolane to NTP for 

more toxicity studies is strongly supported by the NTP 
Board of Scientists.  Sulfolane is accepted into program. 

 
2012 (January) The draft numerical groundwater model is   

presented to DEC. 
 
          (February) EPA issues Provisional Peer Review Toxicity  

Value (PPRTV) 
 
          (March) NTP initiates toxicity studies on sulfolane. 
 
          (April)  DEC issues  final approval to operate the                                          

new city drinking water wells. 
 

      (December) Anticipated Cleanup Plan  
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