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Team (TPT) 
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North Pole, UAF, 
Williams 

Chemistry 
Ensures only high quality data 

are used for risk evaluation and 
cleanup. 

Communication 
Maintains lines of 

communication among TPT 
members, and to ensure all 

stakeholders are informed on 
the project status. 

Drinking Water 
Ensures an alternate permanent 

drinking water supply for all 
impacted areas. 

Characterization 
and Remediation 

Ensures a thorough investigation 
of the sources and extent of 

contamination, and to oversee 
the control and cleanup of the 

contamination. 

Toxicology 
Evaluates the potential risk of 
adverse health effects caused 

from the exposure to 
contaminants from the North 
Pole refinery’s history of spills. 

Emerging 
Contaminants 

Understands the physical, 
chemical, and biological 

characteristics of sulfolane;  
determines if sulfolane is a 
contaminant of concern at 

other facilities or contaminated 
sites in Alaska; and evaluates 

the need for regulatory change. 

Source Control 
Ensures that no ongoing 

releases are occurring and 
aggressively addresses any new 

spills. 

Agency for Toxic 
Substances and 

Disease Registry 
(ATSDR) 

University of 
Alaska Fairbanks 

Project Organization 
and  

Federal Involvement 
 

For a comprehensive organizational chart,  please take 
handout  

National Toxicology Program 
Accepts Sulfolane,  

 
Initiates Toxicity Studies 

1. Design of toxicity studies to evaluate 
the health effects of exposure to 
sulfolane is now underway after the 
chemical compound was officially 
accepted into the National Toxicology 
Program (NTP).  
 

2. Final approval came shortly after the 
NTP Board of Scientific Counselors’ 
endorsement of the sulfolane 
nomination in December.  Funding for 
the initial studies has already been 
secured, and the first phase of studies is 
planned within the year.  
 

3. Dr. Chad Blystone, an NTP toxicologist 
and sulfolane project leader, has 
completed the initial study design that 
will be provided to a laboratory to 
conduct the research, scheduled to 
begin this year.  



Please Help Yourself:  

1. Eliminate current exposures to sulfolane 
that pose a risk to human health 
 

2. Pursue aggressive on-site remediation 
 

3. Establish monitoring network that 
adequately measures success of 
remediation 
 

4. Achieve and maintain source control: 
a. Determine an inspection process 

and operational policies that 
eliminate systemic releases or 
leakages and minimize potential for 
new spills 

b. Aggressively  respond to and clean 
up any new spills 

 
5. Determine extent of contamination down 

gradient and potential movement of the 
plume to develop a remedial strategy that 
will control exposure until final cleanup 
levels are achieved via engineered and/or 
natural mechanisms 
 

6. Complete a risk evaluation that accounts 
for all exposure pathways and cumulative 
risk 

For a site summary, current and 
future action, status information 

and to stay informed, visit: 
 

1. Fact sheets, Newsletters and TPT 
comprehensive organizational chart 
 

2. Sign up to receive DEC updates 

DEC Priorities 

dec.alaska.gov/spar/csp/sites/
north-pole-refinery/ 
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