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DATE: January 7, 2013 2:20:00 AM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #28: Kulluk remains in tow, traveling 4.8 mph

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

Anchorage, Alaska – Unified Command update for Monday, January 7, 2013

· As of 1:45 a.m. the Kulluk remains in tow by the Aiviq traveling at 4.2 knots (4.8 mph)

· The location of the Kulluk is approximately 16 miles from land 
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DATE: December 31, 2012 8:44:00 AM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #11: Kulluk is adrift; four miles from nearest point of land

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

Last updated: 8:44 a.m., Dec. 31, 2012

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – The Unified Command reports that the Kulluk is now adrift. The Kulluk is estimated to be four miles from the nearest point of land.

The safety of personnel and the environment remain the top priority. 

Difficult weather conditions are anticipated to continue throughout the day. Unified Command is considering all options.

This is an evolving situation. More information will be released as it becomes available.

For more information please click here.

Media inquiries should be directed to: 
Unified Command Joint Information Center 907-433-3417
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DATE: January 6, 2013 5:00:00 AM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #25: Unified Command daily summary - CORRECTION

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services3

Please note correction regarding community meetings: The meeting with Kodiak officials scheduled for Sunday that was postponed due to the Russian Christmas holiday. It will be rescheduled when possible. A community meeting at Old Harbor is scheduled for Monday, Jan. 7. 

Anchorage, Alaska – Unified Command’s daily activity report for Saturday, Jan. 5, 2013.

· The Kulluk continues to remain stable and upright

· Weather conditions prevented the connection of a tow line to the Kulluk; efforts will continue as weather permits

· Inspections of the vessel by the salvage team confirm there are no visible signs of a sheen

· Unified Command confirmed the vessel is fit to tow

· The recovery team is currently on board and will stay on board the Kulluk overnight

· Booming activities are planned to resume once again at first light by field crews at sensitive areas in Ocean Bay, weather permitting

· A safety zone of one nautical mile is still in effect around the Kulluk

· A press conference was held earlier today at 2 p.m. Some key comments and notes: 

· The meeting with Kodiak officials scheduled for Sunday that was postponed due to the Russian Christmas holiday will be rescheduled when possible. A community meeting at Old Harbor is scheduled for Monday, Jan. 7.

· “The exact timing of a potential towing activity will depend on weather, tides and operational readiness. Once Unified Command confirms that the operation is safe and ready to move forward, the recovery operation will begin. When that happens, we will provide that information.” – Incident Commander Churchfield

· “Safety of the response personnel remains our No. 1 priority. The very nature of the recovery operations and the difficult weather conditions must be managed without compromising safety. Our timeline is still difficult to nail down, but we are committed to seeing this response through to a safe conclusion. Understand that as recovery operations develop, it may be necessary to alter our plans to address new issues or concerns.” - Federal On-Scene Coordinator, USCG Captain Paul Mehler III

· “Currently the Kulluk recovery operation does not pose an environmental threat that would preclude this fishery from opening. Dept. of Environmental Conservation is consulting with the Dept. of Fish and Game on a regular basis to monitor any impact this operation may have on the Tanner Crab Fishery, and other commercial, subsistence and sport fisheries.” – State On-Scene Coordinator Steve Russell

· “Throughout this response it has been important to Unified Command that they consider environmental concerns and cultural sensitivity in the recovery plan, to the greatest degree possible. Particular emphasis in the response has been to provide outreach and two-way communication with the communities of Old Harbor and Akhiok.” – Kodiak Island Local On-Scene Coordinator Duane Dvorak

· There are six vessels on scene at the Kulluk and another eight en route to the Kulluk or harbors nearby. The Aiviq and the Nanuq are both on scene close by just outside the safety zone; The Perseverence, Alert, Ocean Wave and U.S. Coast Guard cutter Alex Haley are also in the area.
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DATE: December 30, 2012 11:04:00 AM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #7: Kulluk remains securely under tow

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

The Unified Command continues to respond to the incident with the tow vessel Aiviq and the conical drill unit Kulluk south of Kodiak Sunday.

Following a night of severe weather in the Gulf of Alaska, the Kulluk drilling unit remains securely under tow by the Aiviq and the Nanuq. All three vessels are roughly 20 miles south of Kodiak Island.

The tug boat, Alert, is heading to the scene and is expected to arrive this afternoon. The Alert will join the Guardsman as a vessel of opportunity should they be called upon to assist in the tow. There are multiple U.S. Coast Guard assets on scene, and the Coast Guard Cutter Alex Haley is en route from Kodiak to assist as needed.

“I’m very pleased with the effort that’s taking place to ensure the safety of personnel and the environment in extremely challenging conditions. We continue to work with the U.S. Coast Guard, Edison Chouest Offshore, State of Alaska and response personnel to manage the situation,” said Sean Churchfield, Incident Commander, and Shell.

Media inquiries should be directed to the Joint Information Center 907-433-3417.
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DATE: January 8, 2013 1:45:00 PM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #36: Kulluk remains anchored, ROVs arriving for assessment

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services1

January 8, 2013

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – Unified Command confirmed the following information today:

· The Kulluk remains safely anchored in Kiliuda Bay at its assessment position. There continues to be no sign of leakage in the vicinity.

· Support vessels will remain with the Kulluk during its assessment, while other resources contracted specifically for the salvage operation are in the process of demobilizing.

· Remote-Operated Vehicles (ROVs) are arriving at the Kulluk later today to begin assessing the hull. Divers will be deployed if necessary.

· Unified Command, along with local representation from Old Harbor Native Corporation, are surveying the area to obtain GPS coordinates that will enable the recovery of lifeboats and other debris from the Kulluk. Time and weather permitting, the team today will begin collecting debris from the shoreline.
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DATE: December 29, 2012 1:51:00 AM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #4: Unified Command authorizes Kulluk to drop anchor to slow drift

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

As a precautionary measure Unified Command authorized crew members of the Kulluk to drop its anchor off the coast of Kodiak. This tactic is used to slow the drift of the Kulluk and minimize potential impact to personnel and the environment.

The Aiviq and Guardsman, as an additional precautionary measure, were still connected to the Kulluk during the time of the anchor deployment.

Teams are currently evaluating the trajectory of the Kulluk drift and impact of the anchor deployment.
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DATE: December 28, 2012 1:13:00 PM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #1: MV Aiviq loses power at sea

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

At approximately 12:30 a.m. AKST, the MV Aiviq experienced a loss of power to its main propulsion engines as it was towing the Kulluk Conical Drilling Unit (CDU) roughly 50 miles off the coast of Kodiak Island, Alaska. The use of power generators allowed the Aiviq to avoid significant drift with the Kulluk in tow.

At approximately 8 a.m., power was successfully restored to one of the Aiviq’s four main engines, allowing the vessel to hold position with the assist of four power generators (thrusters). At 10 a.m., the captain of the Aiviq reported the restored main engine was working at reduced capacity. Mechanics are working to re-establish main engine power.

The MV Guardsman, a support vessel on contract to Shell, has been dispatched from Seward, Alaska and is expected to be on scene to assist shortly after 2 p.m. The MV Nanuq is also en route to assist.

The Coast Guard Cutter Alex Haley is on scene to provide assistance if needed.

There are no reports of injuries.
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DATE: January 17, 2013 4:40:00 PM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #42: Assessment of data continues for final report

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services1

Jan. 17, 2013

Unified Command confirmed the following information today:

· The Kulluk remains in stable condition with no reports of a release.

· Multiple entities are involved in the assessment of data, including Unified Command, Shell, Smit Salvage and Det Norske Veritas (DNV). Unified Command will not comment on the assessment until the report is finalized.

· Future plans for the Kulluk will be determined once the report is finalized.

· There are more than 250 people in the Kodiak area responding to the incident.

· Unified Command’s priorities continue to be the safety of all personnel and the environment.
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DATE: February 13, 2013 5:30:00 PM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #45: Kulluk Response Unified Command to stand down

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services2

Feb. 13, 2013

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – The Unified Command met its objectives for the Kulluk response and will stand down Wednesday afternoon.

“Agency representatives will return to their normal roles and responsibilities," said Capt. Paul Mehler III, the Coast Guard Federal On-Scene Coordinator. “The Coast Guard will continue to monitor the activities involved in prepping the Kulluk for movement and I will lift the Captain of the Port order once all the requirements have been met."

“Our objectives for the duration of this response have been to ensure the safety of all responders involved, protect the environment, and prepare the Kulluk for its next port. Thanks to the hard work and professionalism of all those involved in this extraordinary effort, we have achieved these goals,” said Sean Churchfield, Shell Incident Commander. “I want to thank all of the individuals involved in the recovery effort for their dedication to ensuring a successful outcome.”

After weeks of thorough assessment, analysis and on board activity, Shell confirmed that the Kulluk is safe to tow out of Kiliuda Bay. This decision is based on independent review by Det Norske Veritas (DNV) validating that the Kulluk’s structural integrity and stability, post grounding, is sound for towing. Shell has received DNV Class Certification and Flag State approval for the Kulluk. As part of the preparations for the tow, an independent warranty surveyor will approve the towing vessels and equipment arrangements and witness the connection of the tugs to the Kulluk. (To learn more, read the fact sheet.)

The vessel will be towed to Dutch Harbor where a purpose-built dock for the Kulluk’s conical shape is situated. This will allow for heightened safety as the Kulluk is prepared for a dry-tow transit to Asia, where it will undergo repairs. The Kulluk will be towed by three ocean-going tugs to Dutch Harbor and accompanied by the response vessel Nanuq. The transit time is approximately 10 days. 

The completion of the damage assessment revealed that the inner hull of the Kulluk was not breached and that all fuel tanks remain intact. The outer hull did receive damage as expected with a vessel being aground during adverse weather. In addition, the Kulluk encountered water damage to its superstructure which resulted in damage to technical equipment and a breach of windows and hatches. Over the past few weeks, all damaged windows and hatches on the Kulluk’s main deck have been secured, and where necessary, temporary steel structures have been put in place to ensure that the vessel is weather tight and prepared for the tow.

Plans continue for the clean-up of the lifeboat debris on Sitkalidak Island. Shell is working with the Old Harbor Native Corporation who will be overseeing the teams working to clear related debris from the area, but due to the extreme challenges of the terrain, this activity will continue for some time so it can be carried out safely.

“The State determined that the command objectives established on day one have been achieved and therefore that it is appropriate to stand down the Unified Command. The State will continue to work with Shell, Coast Guard and stakeholders to ensure that the debris on our Kodiak beaches is recovered,” said State On-scene Coordinator Steve Russell. “We will also be available to those with questions or concerns about this response.”

“Throughout this response, our federal, state, local and tribal partners have remained dedicated to ensuring the safety of Alaska’s maritime communities and environment,” said Mehler. 

During the peak of the response, more than 750 dedicated and hard-working individuals from all over the world worked to bring the recovery to a safe conclusion.

For inquiries regarding the Kulluk, please contact the Shell U.S. media line: 713-241-4544. Inquiries to the Coast Guard should be directed to Petty Officer 1st Class David Mosley at 907-271-2660. Inquiries to the State of Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation should be directed to State On-scene Coordinator Steve Russell at 907-262-3401.

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		Working to secure Kulluk openings.

		

		Windows secured on the Kulluk.

		

		Kulluk in Kiliuda Bay with support vessels.

		

		Kulluk in Kiliuda Bay.
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DATE: January 7, 2013 5:35:00 AM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #31: Kulluk remains in tow, about 8 miles from land

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

January 7, 2013

ANCHORAGE, Alaska -

· As of 5:20 a.m. the Kulluk remains in tow by the Aiviq traveling at 4.1 knots (4.7 mph) and is traveling in a northerly direction.

· The location of the Kulluk is approximately eight miles from land.

· A Coast Guard overflight is scheduled at first light, weather permitting.
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DATE: January 11, 2013 6:16:25 PM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #39: Assessment continues, Kulluk remains stable 

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services2

Unified Command confirmed the following information today:

· The Kulluk remains in stable condition and there are no reports of any release. 

· Assessment of the Kulluk drilling vessel in Kiliuda Bay continues. Divers began assessing the hull yesterday. Teams have completed approximately one-third of the underwater assessment to determine if any damage has occurred. When the assessment report is finalized, further information will be released.

· Unified Command is working with the Kodiak Crab Alliance Cooperative regarding the upcoming Tanner Crab Fishery anticipated opening Jan. 15, 2013. We are currently working with the Cooperative to put mitigation measures in place that will reduce potential impacts to the fishery. 

· Unified Command’s priorities continue to be the safety of all personnel and the environment. 



image1.png




DATE: January 7, 2013 11:02:00 AM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #34: Kulluk arrives safely at Kiliuda Bay, will undergo assessment

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services7

Jan. 7, 2013

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – Unified Command has confirmed that the Kulluk, towed by the anchor handling vessel Aiviq, approached its safe harbor location in Kiliuda Bay at approximately 10 a.m., Alaska Time. The final location for assessment within the Bay will be determined by environmental conditions, including weather.

The Kulluk traveled 45 nautical miles since the start of the tow, roughly 12 hours ago. Average speed has been 3.5 knots or 4 mph. 

The Kulluk was refloated from its Ocean Bay position, off Sitkalidak Island, late Jan. 6. It will remain connected to its support vessels while it undergoes assessment in Kiliuda Bay, located about 30 miles north of Ocean Bay.

The Coast Guard Cutter Alex Haley escorted the tow to Kiliuda Bay along with two oil spill response vessels and other support vessels. A 500-yard radius safety zone around the Kulluk followed the escort and remains in place in Kiliuda Bay.

Monitoring by the oil spill response vessels escorting the tow confirmed that there were no signs of a discharge of oil during the transit.

The combined fleet has 15,000 feet of boom should it be needed. Additional boom has been staged in various locations.

The Kulluk has been grounded since Dec. 31, after it broke tow during severe weather conditions.

Unified Command continues to coordinate with the Old Harbor Native Corporation to assist with any necessary cleanup activities. Additional spill response land resources have been staged in Old Harbor. 

Yesterday afternoon, salvage teams successfully attached the main tow line to the Kulluk drilling unit. 

The Salvage Master had the discretion to initiate the tow should favorable conditions occur throughout the night. At approximately 10:10 p.m., Jan. 6 the Kulluk was refloated.
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DATE: December 29, 2012 9:14:00 AM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #5: Incident response continues, second engine running on Aiviq 

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

The Unified Command continues to respond to the incident with the tow vessel Aiviq and the conical drill unit Kulluk south of Kodiak Saturday.

The Shell-contracted response vessel, the Nanuq, arrived on scene at 6:30 a.m. and is assessing the situation to safely conduct a tow with the Kulluk.

Essential equipment parts were delivered to the Aiviq by two Coast Guard Air Station Kodiak-based MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter crews Saturday morning. Repairs are commencing aboard the Aiviq, and a second engine has been brought online.

Precautionary evacuation efforts are being evaluated to remove all non-essential personnel from the Kulluk.

“Our main priority remains the safety of all crews involved in this situation,” said Capt. Paul Mehler III, commander, Coast Guard Sector Anchorage. “To help ensure safety of all involved, we have directed multiple Coast Guard assets to the area, including the Coast Guard Cutter Hickory, our Kodiak-based HC-130s and Jayhawk helicopter aircrews.”

The Hickory is scheduled to arrive in the area Saturday afternoon.

“Shell is focused on the safety of personnel and the environment. We continue to work with the U.S. Coast Guard, Edison Chouest Offshore, State of Alaska and response personnel to manage the situation,” said Sean Churchfield, Incident Commander, Shell.

Media inquiries should be directed to the Joint Information Center 907-433-3417.
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DATE: December 28, 2012 4:04:00 PM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #2: Unified Command established

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

Media inquiries should be directed to: 
Coast Guard Petty Officer 1st Class David Mosley, 907-227-9248
Curtis Smith, Shell 907-242-5227

The U.S. Coast Guard, Shell and Edison Chouest Offshore have established a Unified Command in response to the MV Aiviq and Conical Drilling Unit Kulluk tow incident near Kodiak.

Yesterday, Shell activated its Incident Management Team and was working closely with government authorities in response to the tow. There have been no reports of injuries related to the incident.

Our immediate focus is to continue to ensure the safety of personnel. 

A Joint Information Center has been established for updates regarding the ongoing response. More details will be made available later today.

For more information please see the following Coast Guard press release: http://d17.uscgnews.com/go/doc/4007/1669275/Coast-Guard-assists-tug-and-tow-in-Gulf-of-Alaska
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DATE: January 1, 2013 2:58:00 AM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #13: Kulluk status

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

· The tug Alert intentionally disconnected from the Kulluk at 8:10 p.m., Dec. 31, 2012, to maintain the safety of the nine crewmembers aboard the vessel.

· The Kulluk grounded at 8:48 p.m., Dec. 31, 2012 on Sitkalidak Island on the northern shore of Ocean Bay at a depth of about 32 to 48 feet.

· The Kulluk is currently situated at:

· Latitude: 57˚ -05.4N

· Longitude: 153˚ -06.4W

· The Kulluk has approximately 139,000 gallons of ultra-low sulfur diesel on board. Equipment aboard the Kulluk is estimated to have about 12,000 gallons of combined lube oil and hydraulic fluid.

· The U.S. Coast Guard helicopter overflight detected no visible sheen.

· There are no residents on Sitkalidak Island. The nearest town is Old Harbor, which is located on Kodiak Island.

· More than 250 people are actively involved in the response efforts.

· There have been three minor injuries associated with the incident. All personnel have returned to duty.

All media inquiries should be directed to the Unified Command Joint Information Center Media Line at 907-433-3417. Updates about the response efforts can be found at www.kullukresponse.com.
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DATE: January 4, 2013 4:30:00 AM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #19: Unified Command Daily Summary

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services1

January 4, 2013

ANCHORAGE, AK –Unified Command’s daily activity report for Thursday, January 3, 2013.

· The U.S. Coast Guard transported two six-member salvage teams by air to the Kulluk to further assess its condition as part of the recovery plan operation.

· Unified Command held a Press Conference at 2:15 p.m. attended by Federal On-scene Coordinator and U.S Coast Guard Capt. Paul Mehler, III, Shell Incident Commander Sean Churchfield, State On-scene Coordinator Steve Russell, Local On-scene Coordinator and Kodiak Island Borough liaison Duane Dvorak and Noble Drilling Vice President Tommy Travis. You can listen to or read the remarks provided by Unified Command by visiting www.kullukresponse.com.

· Representatives of Unified Command and Pete Slaiby, Shell’s Vice President Alaska, attended the Kodiak Island Borough Assembly meeting Thursday evening in Kodiak to provide an update on the incident and to respond to community questions.

· A meeting with representatives of Old Harbor was canceled due to inclement weather. The meeting has been rescheduled for Friday.

· A daily teleconference to update representatives of Kodiak, Old Harbor, and Akhiok was conducted.
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DATE: January 5, 2013 9:30:00 AM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #23: Unified Command plans to hook tow line to Kulluk today, weather will play key role

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services1

January 5, 2013

ANCHORAGE, AK – Unified Command (UC) today plans to hook a main tow line to the Kulluk to test capabilities in preparation for recovery operations of the drilling unit. This plan will depend heavily on weather and tidal considerations.

The UC also plans to deploy boom, as a precautionary measure, to Kodiak Island, with special attention being paid to salmon streams connecting to Ocean Bay.

Unified Command has developed a wildlife protection plan to be used in the event that wildlife in the area is impacted during the recovery. They have activated International Bird Rescue to assist in bird rescue programs should their expertise be required. In addition, Protected Species Observers are being deployed on-scene.

As previously stated, all plans rely on weather and tidal conditions.

The Kulluk remains upright and stable with no reports of sheen in the vicinity. Salvage teams conducted an additional survey confirming all fuel tanks remain intact. Throughout all operations the safety of the responders will continue to be the top priority.
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DATE: December 29, 2012 9:36:00 PM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #8: Multimedia release: Gulf of Alaska response operations

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

Click on thumbnails to watch full video and download high-res photos.

Video

		Kulluk hoist

		U.S. Coast Guard rescue: 
Aiviq tow of Kulluk

		Aiviq assistance



		

		

		



		A Coast Guard Air Station Kodiak MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter crew hoists personnel from the mobile offshore drilling unit Kulluk more than 100 miles southwest of Kodiak, Alaska, Dec. 29, 2012. The Kulluk was evacuated to ensure the safety of the crew during the ongoing response in the Gulf of Alaska. U.S. Coast Guard video by Air Station Kodiak.

		Coast Guard MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter crews from Air Station Kodiak deliver mechanical parts to the tug Aiviq and hoist the 18 crewmembers of the mobile drilling unit Kulluk 80 miles southwest of Kodiak, Alaska, Saturday, Dec. 29, 2012. The Kulluk was under tow en route Everett, Wash., when the Aiviq experienced towing and engine issues Thursday. U.S. Coast Guard video by Petty Officer 1st Class Sara Francis.

		A Coast Guard Air Station Kodiak MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter crew lowers replacement parts to the towing vessel Aiviq to conduct repairs on an engine Dec. 29, 2012 approximately 100 miles southwest of Kodiak, Alaska. The Aiviq is one of four response vessels assisting the mobile offshore drilling unit Kulluk. U.S. Coast Guard video by Air Station Kodiak.







Photos

		

		

		



		The tugs Aiviq and Nanuq tow the mobile drilling unit Kulluk while a Coast Guard MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter from Air Station Kodiak hoists 14 members of the Kulluk's 18-member crew 80 miles southwest of Kodiak City, Alaska, Saturday, Dec. 29, 2012. The tug lost the initial tow Thursday and suffered several engine failures, prompting the deployment of response assets by the Coast Guard and Royal Dutch Shell. U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 1st Class Sara Francis.

		A Coast Guard MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter crew from Air Station Kodiak conducts the 13th hoist of 18 crewmen from the mobile drilling unit Kulluk 80 miles southwest of Kodiak City, Alaska, Saturday, Dec. 29, 2012. The tug Aiviq suffered problems towing the Kulluk Thursday, prompting the Coast Guard to deploy cutters and aircraft to while Royal Dutch Shell dispatched additional tugs. U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 1st Class Sara Francis.

		Crewmembers of the mobile drilling unit Kulluk arrive safely at Air Station Kodiak after being airlifted by a Coast Guard MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter crew from the vessel 80 miles southwest of Kodiak, Saturday, Dec. 2, 2012. A total of 18 crewmembers of the mobile drilling unit were airlifted to safety after they suffered issues and setbacks with the tug and tow. U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Jonathan Klingenberg.







image2.jpeg



image3.jpeg



image4.jpeg



image5.jpeg



image6.jpeg



image7.jpeg



image1.png




DATE: January 2, 2013 2:57:00 AM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #16: Sen. Murkowski briefed on Kulluk Tow Incident

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services1

The Unified Command met with U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski Jan. 1, 2013, to discuss the priorities and challenges associated with the Kulluk Tow Incident response.

The Unified Command stressed to Sen. Murkowski that all were aligned on objectives with safety of its personnel and protecting the environment being the top priority. The senator was briefed on the full-response effort including the challenges endured by responders to stabilize the Kulluk in extreme weather conditions.

"Senator Murkowski shares the Coast Guard's desire to protect the pristine Alaska environment and response personnel," said Rear Adm. Thomas Ostebo. "Everyone involved in the response effort has the same objective: to safely recover the Kulluk without injuries or impact to the environment. So far, response personnel have demonstrated great resourcefulness and adaptability to the weather and other challenges in a very difficult operation."

“The senator’s visit to the command post is encouraging to response personnel and our efforts to resolve this incident,” said Steve Russell, state on-scene coordinator. “With the Kulluk grounding within state waters, we will closely monitor the recovery of the rig with the goal of little to no environmental impact.”

Rear Adm. Thomas Ostebo, commander, U.S. Coast Guard 17th District and Coast Guard 17th District Incident Management Team commander; Capt. Paul Mehler, Federal On-Scene Coordinator; and Sean Churchfield, Shell Incident Commander, met with the senator today.

The Unified Command consists of the U.S. Coast Guard, Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation, Noble Drilling Contractor and Shell. The Unified Command is working closely with other federal, state, local and tribal partners.

Media inquiries should be directed to the Joint Information Center at 907-433-3417.

		

		

		



		Rear Adm. Thomas Ostebo, 17th Coast Guard District Commander; Capt. Paul Mehler, Federal On Scene Coordinator for the Kulluk Tow Incident; and Sean Churchfield, Shell Incident Commander, talk with Lisa Murkowski, U.S. Senator for the State of Alaska, about current operations and incident command functions at the Kulluk Tow Incident Command Post. U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer First Class Matthew Schofield.

		

		Rear Adm. Thomas Ostebo, 17th Coast Guard District Commander; Capt. Paul Mehler, Federal On Scene Coordinator for the Kulluk Tow Incident; and Sean Churchfield, Shell Incident Commander, talk with Lisa Murkowski, U.S. Senator for the State of Alaska, about current operations and incident command functions at the Kulluk Tow Incident Command Post. U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer First Class Matthew Schofield.
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DATE: January 4, 2013 4:30:00 AM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #20: Assessment continues in support of Kulluk recovery operations

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

The Unified Command today plans to conduct numerous air operations and overflights of the Kulluk oil rig grounded off Sitkalidak Island in Ocean Bay since the evening of Dec. 31, 2012. These activities support response-and-recovery operations that have been underway since the incident occurred.

Once sufficient daylight makes air operations possible, teams aboard an Era Helicopters, a contractor to Shell Alaska, will perform overflight deck assessment to determine current conditions at the Kulluk rig. Another scheduled overflight will evaluate wildlife in the vicinity.

Also today, representatives of Unified Command plan to meet with village leaders in Old Harbor. A similar visit was planned yesterday but was postponed due to poor weather conditions.

In addition, a Coast Guard helicopter is delivering a team of 12 salvage personnel to the Kulluk to further assess the rig in support of recovery operations.
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DATE: January 5, 2013 4:30:00 PM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #24: Unified Command confirms Kulluk is sound and fit to tow

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services1

January 5, 2013

ANCHORAGE, AK: Unified Command has developed and approved a recovery plan after a series of inspections aboard the Kulluk.

The drilling rig continues to remain upright, fuel tanks appear to be intact, and there is no threat to the stability of the vessel. Also, naval architects have confirmed the structural strength of the vessel is sound and fit to tow.

Salvage teams are currently aboard the vessel and preparing for the recovery operations. Safety remains the number one priority and will drive all facets of the operation.

The exact timing of a potential towing activity is dependent on weather, tides and operational readiness. Once Unified Command confirms that the operation is safe and ready to move forward, the recovery operation will begin.

A video animation of the proposed towing path is available here on the Unified Command’s website.

The current plan calls for the Kulluk to be towed to Kiliuda Bay for safe harbor – a tow of approximately 30 miles. When the Kulluk arrives in Kiliuda Bay, a more detailed assessment will take place.

Unified Command continues to take into account environmental concerns and cultural sensitivities. Outreach to local communities continues throughout the recovery process.
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #12: Kulluk grounded, vessel condition not yet confirmed

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – The Unified Command reports that Kulluk grounded at approximately 9 p.m., Alaska time on the southeast side of Sitkalidak Island. The crew of the tug Alert was ordered to separate from the Kulluk at 8:15 p.m. to maintain the safety of the nine crewmembers aboard the vessel.

“The extreme weather conditions and high seas continue to be a challenge. We have more than 250 people actively involved in the response efforts,” said Susan Childs, Incident Commander, Shell. “Our priority right now is maintaining the safety of our response personnel and evaluating next steps.”

There were no personnel aboard the Kulluk at the time of grounding, and no injuries have been reported.

There is reportedly up to 150,000 gallons of ultra-low sulpher diesel on board the Kulluk and roughly 12,000 gallons of combined lube oil and hydraulic fluid. The condition of the vessel has not yet been confirmed and overflights are scheduled pending weather conditions. Unified Command, using a U.S. Coast Guard aircraft, plans to conduct a survey to assess the situation at first light. A response team will be deployed when it is safe to do so.

Additional information can be found at www.kullukresponse.com.

Media inquiries should be directed to: 
Unified Command Joint Information Center 907-433-3417
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #27: Kulluk refloated, assessment to follow

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services24

ANCHORAGE, Alaska - At approximately 10:10 p.m., the Kulluk drilling vessel was refloated from its Sitkalidak Island position.

Currently, the Kulluk is attached to the Aiviq by tow line. The Kulluk is currently floating offshore while personnel are assessing the condition of the vessel. Three additional tugs are on standby along with the Coast Guard Cutter Alex Haley and two oil spill response vessels. 

“Following this initial step forward, we will continue to remain cautious while we assess the Kulluk’s condition,” said Martin Padilla, Incident Commander. “We will not move forward to the next phase until we are confident that we can safely transport the vessel.”

There are currently more than 730 people involved in the response and recovery operation including local residents and a local on-site coordinator. Following this stage of the operation there continue to be no injuries to response personnel.

Further information will follow.
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #35: Unified Command confirms Kulluk is safely anchored

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services3

January 7, 2013

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – Unified Command confirmed that the Kulluk has arrived in its final safe harbor location in Kiliuda Bay where it will undergo assessment. At approximately 12:15 p.m. Alaska Time the Kulluk’s anchor was lowered to the bottom of the Bay.

Unified Command also confirmed:

· Support vessels Alert, Lauren Foss and Corbin Foss remain connected to the Kulluk.

· The Aiviq has disconnected from the Kulluk but is standing by.

· A Coast Guard overflight today did not observe any sheen in the vicinity.

· The Warrior, Ocean Wave, Perseverance, Nanuq and Alex Haley are standing by.

		

		



		Towing of Kulluk safe harbor to Kiliuda Bay, AK

The anchor-handling vessel, the Aiviq, tows the Kulluk to a safe harbor location in Kiliuda Bay, Alaska on Jan. 7, 2013. Photo by U.S. Coast Guard Petty Officer 3rd Class Jonathan Klingenberg.
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #38: Kulluk anchor, hull inspected in ROV surveys

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services2

Unified Command confirmed the following information today:

· Assessment of the Kulluk drilling vessel in Kiliuda Bay continues. Two remotely operated vehicle (ROV) surveys have been completed. The first was for the Kulluk’s anchor and chain. That survey revealed the anchor is firmly embedded with the chain buried near the anchor. No hard formations were found in the area surrounding the anchor. The second began an assessment of the Kulluk’s hull.

· Further assessment of the situation regarding the four dislodged survival boats and the one dislodged rescue boat determined that the potential exists for the release of approximately 316 gallons of ultra low sulfur diesel fuel. To date there has been no confirmation of any release. If any fluids are identified to have been released on the shoreline, Unified Command will be prepared to mitigate.
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #43: Kulluk stable as damage assessment data review continues

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services1

Jan. 18, 2013

The data gathering phase of the Kulluk assessment has been completed. Unified Command confirmed the following information today:

· There were a total of 12 divers and one ROV (remotely operated vehicle) used during the assessment process in Kiliuda Bay. The divers operated during daylight hours and functioned as data gatherers.

· No one was injured while performing the assessment.

· Multiple entities are involved in the review of data, including: the U.S. Coast Guard, Shell, Smit Salvage and Det Norske Veritas. These reports involve precise calculations; it is important to ensure the accuracy of any reports in order to develop the next steps for the Kulluk. At this time there is no firm date for completion of the damage assessment report.

· Once the damage report is completed, the Kulluk and any plans to move the vessel will be evaluated before it is moved to its next location.

· Water did enter some spaces of the vessel through damaged hatches. However, the water has been captured and is being safely stored in a compartment.

· The damage discovered on the Kulluk is consistent with what is expected from a vessel of this type being on hard ground. The fuel tanks are intact.

· Points of entry for water into the Kulluk are being sealed (i.e., windows and hatches). Additionally, tow brackets are being added for preparation for the next move.

· Unified Command’s priorities continue to be the safety of all personnel and the environment.



image1.png




DATE: December 29, 2012 1:39:00 AM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #3: Coast Guard requests evacuation of Kulluk crew

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

To ensure the safety of the crew members of the Kulluk, Unified Command has requested that the U.S. Coast Guard evacuate the 18 crew members.

“We requested the evacuation for the safety of the personnel. The safety of all personnel remains our top priority,” said Susan Childs, Incident Commander, Shell.

More information will be released upon the safe evacuation of the crew members.

Media inquiries should be directed to the Joint Information Center 907-433-3417.
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #40: Assessment complete, Kulluk remains stable 
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Jan. 12, 2013

Unified Command confirmed the following information today:

· The Kulluk remains in stable condition and there are no reports of any release. 

· The underwater assessment of the Kulluk drilling vessel has been completed and that data is now being analyzed. 

· Unified Command continues to work with the Kodiak Crab Alliance Cooperative to put mitigation measures in place that will reduce potential impacts to the fishery during the upcoming crabbing season. 

· A map detailing the location of Kulluk and its support vessels has been developed to aid the Kodiak Crab Alliance Cooperative during the Tanner Crabbing season. Click here for the map, which has been published on the Kulluk Response website (www.kullukreponse.com). 

· Unified Command’s priorities continue to be the safety of all personnel and the environment. 
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #32: Kulluk approximately 9.6 nautical miles away from planned anchored location

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services2

Anchorage, Alaska – Unified Command update for Monday, Jan. 7, 2013:

· As of 7:30 a.m. Alaska Time, the Kulluk remains in tow by the Aiviq traveling at approximately 3.5 knots (4 mph) in a northerly direction.

· The location of the Kulluk is approximately 9.6 nautical miles away from the planned anchored location in Kiliuda Bay.

· The Nanuq crew continues to use infrared equipment on board and reports that there are still no signs of a discharge.

· A Coast Guard overflight is scheduled at first light to look for any signs of sheen, weather permitting.
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #29: Kulluk continues to remain in tow

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services1

January 7, 2013

Anchorage, Alaska

· As of 3 a.m. the Kulluk remains in tow by the Aiviq traveling at 4.8 knots (5.5 mph)

· The location of the Kulluk is approximately 19 miles from land

· The Nanuq crew, utilizing infrared equipment on board, reports that there are no initial signs of a discharge of oil in the water as of 2:57 a.m. 
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #15: Kulluk stable, no signs of fuel

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services1

A U.S. Coast Guard flyover of the Conical Drill Unit (CDU) Kulluk indicated the vessel remains grounded but stable near Sitkalidak Island (north edge of Ocean Bay). The flight crew’s aerial inspection found no signs of a fuel spill from the vessel.

Two flyovers were conducted this morning using a Kodiak-based Coast Guard C-130 and a Coast Guard Jayhawk helicopter, also based in Kodiak. The second flight via the Jayhawk helicopter included a salvage team to further assess the situation from the air. Unified Command will continue to respond to the incident with the Kulluk south of Kodiak, Alaska.

The Coast Guard cutter Alex Haley and an additional support vessel are standing by to assist as needed. Unified Command continues to implement contingency plans, including staging spill response equipment to the area.

The priorities for Unified Command continue to be the safety of personnel and the protection of the environment. Nearly 600 people are involved in the response.

Media inquiries should be directed to the Joint Information Center at 907-433-3417. Visit www.KullukResponse.com for more information, including photos, video and audio from the press conferences.









		

U.S. Coast Guard overflight of the Kulluk aground near Sitkalidak Island on Jan. 1, 2013. Photo courtesy of U.S. Coast Guard.

		

		

U.S. Coast Guard overflight of the Kulluk aground near Sitkalidak Island on Jan. 1, 2013. Photo courtesy of U.S. Coast Guard.
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #21: Extensive air and sea activity as Kulluk recovery operations continue

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services1

Last updated: 5:07 p.m., Jan. 4

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – Unified Command today continued with assessment of the Kulluk, deployment of recovery equipment and staging oil spill response equipment. Five important helicopter missions were safely completed. The Kulluk, a drilling unit, has been aground in Ocean Bay off Sitkalidak Island since the evening of Dec. 31, 2012.

“Today we staged critical response gear into the immediate area in preparation for recovery operations,” said Capt. Paul Mehler III, Unified Command Federal On-Scene Coordinator, U.S. Coast Guard. “The weather window provided an excellent opportunity to make significant progress toward completing the operation.”

The Department of Defense is also supporting the response by providing two U.S. Army Chinook CH-47 helicopters. The helicopters are based out of Fort Wainwright, Alaska, and are part of the 16th Combat Aviation Brigade. The Chinooks are forward staged in Kodiak.

On-water, 14 vessels have been mobilized to support the response and recovery. Three of these vessels are on location, with the other 11 either en route or on standby at nearby ports and harbors.

Vessels from as far away as Seattle are being mobilized. Most will be in place by the weekend.

“We continue to deploy all necessary resources to support the response and recovery efforts,” said Sean Churchfield, Incident Commander and Shell Alaska Operations Manager. “Our progress is good, but we still have work to do and will continue to keep a sharp focus on the safety of our response teams, and protecting the environment,” he said.

The helicopter activities included placing salvage assessors on-board the Kulluk, the third such placement in three days. The assessment team is providing critical information in support of development of a final recovery plan.

Two other flights included a check on the condition of the helicopter landing pad on board the Kulluk and the transport of power generators that will be used by the salvage assessment team.

Representatives of Unified Command also landed in Old Harbor to meet with village leaders. Previously planned visits were canceled due to poor weather.

"With a break in the weather, we were able to get representatives from the Unified Command to Old Harbor today to hear about the concerns of local residents,” said Duane Dvorak, Unified Command, Local On-Scene Coordinator.

“The people who live in the community have local knowledge and perspectives that are important contributions to the decision making process. The Unified Command will continue to consult with the community and value the insights they are providing," he said.

Another overflight included a three-person team of biologists who conducted an environmental and wildlife assessment from the air. One of the biologists represented U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, while the other two represented LGL Alaska Research Associates Inc.







		

		

		

		

		



		The Cook Inlet Spill Prevention and Response Inc. vessel Perseverance is moored to the pier in Kodiak, Alaska, awaiting crew tasking related to the Kulluk Response Thursday, Jan. 3, 2013. The Perseverance is one of many vessels available and being used in the response to the grounding of the conical drilling unit. U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 1st Class Sara Francis.

		

		Two CH-47 Chinook helicopters from the Army 16th Combat Aviation Brigade, out of Ft. Wainwright, Alaska, land at Air Station Kodiak, Friday, Jan. 4, 2012. Members of the 16th Combat Aviation Brigade are in Kodiak to assist with the lift and transportation of heavy equipment that will be moved to the Kulluk to assist with the salvage of the conical drilling unit. U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Jonathan Klingenberg.

		

		USA CH-47 Chinooks at CGAS Kodiak. Click to watch video.
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #9: Kulluk tow lines separated; Alert on scene

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – The Unified Command continues to respond to the incident with the tow vessel Aiviq and the conical drill unit Kulluk south of Kodiak Sunday.

The tow lines connecting the Aiviq and the response vessel Nanuq to the Kulluk have separated. The tug Alert has arrived on scene from Prince William Sound. The crew is evaluating all options for reconnecting with the Kulluk.

“Safety of our responders remains our top priority, and we are evaluating options for safely re-establishing a tow with the Kulluk,” said Capt. Paul Mehler III, Federal On-Scene Commander, U.S. Coast Guard. 

Media inquiries should be directed to the Joint Information Center: 907-433-3417.

Website: https://www.piersystem.com/go/site/5507/
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #10: Kulluk under tow by Aiviq and Alert

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

Anchorage, Alaska – The Kulluk drilling vessel is under tow by the Aiviq and tug Alert. All three vessels are currently located about 19 miles southeast of Kodiak Island.

At approximately 12:45 a.m., Monday, Dec. 31, the Alert was able to secure the 400-foot line that was previously the tow line used by the Aiviq. The Alert successfully added tension to the line to test its ability to hold. 

Later in the morning, the Aiviq also restored its connection to the Kulluk.

Ensuring the safety of personnel and protecting the area's environment continue to be of the utmost importance.

Difficult weather conditions are anticipated to continue over the next several days. Unified Command is evaluating all potential options to further secure the vessel until the weather clears.

Media inquiries should be directed to: 
Unified Command Joint Information Center 907-433-3417
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #26: Main tow line attached, Kulluk ready for transit

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services5

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – Salvage teams successfully attached the main tow line to the Kulluk drilling unit today at 4 p.m. Alaska Time and Unified Command confirmed all elements are in place for towing operations to proceed.

Tension will be maintained on the line overnight, with recovery expected to begin Jan. 7. However, the Salvage Master has the discretion to initiate the tow earlier should favorable conditions occur throughout the night.

The proposed plan is that the Kulluk will be moved from its current grounded position in Ocean Bay to Kiliuda Bay, about 30 miles north.

The tow will include several vessels, including the Aiviq, an anchor-handling vessel with ship towing capabilities. A U.S. Coast Guard marine inspector is aboard the Aiviq. The Salvage Master is aboard the Kulluk and will remain during transit to Kiliuda Bay. The tug Alert will also be connected to the Kulluk and assist in the tow. A 10-member salvage crew and one Shell representative are on board the Kulluk and will remain on the drilling unit throughout the tow.

Three Seattle-based ocean-going tugs, all with towing capabilities, will support the transit – Ocean Wave, Corbin Foss and Lauren Foss.

The Coast Guard Cutter Alex Haley will escort the tow to Kiliuda Bay. A 500-yard radius safety zone around the Kulluk will follow the tow and remain in place once it is anchored in Kiliuda Bay.

As part of the recovery operations, onshore, nearshore and offshore oil spill assets, including response vessels, will be on-scene in Ocean Bay and during transit.
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #6: 18 personnel on Kulluk safely evacuated, Aiviq’s 4 engines functioning

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

The Unified Command continues to respond to the incident with the tow vessel Aiviq and the conical drill unit Kulluk south of Kodiak Saturday.

All 18 personnel on board the Kulluk were safely evacuated by the U.S. Coast Guard to Kodiak.

The response vessel, the Nanuq, arrived on scene at 6:30 a.m. and is connected by tow line to the Kulluk and is assisting the Aiviq in keeping the rig stationary. Now that the crew have been safely evacuated, we will accelerate the speed of the southbound tow to create even more margin between the vessels and land.

All four of the Aiviq’s main engines are functioning.

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) and a local representative from Kodiak Borough have joined the Unified Command structure.

“The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation is dedicated to working within Unified Command. The priorities continue to be the safety of the crew and those responding, as well as to the protection of the environment,” said Steve Russell, state on scene coordinator, ADEC.

“At the request of the Unified Command, Coast Guard H60 helicopter crews safely removed all crewmembers from the Kulluk,” said Capt. Paul Mehler III, commander, Coast Guard Sector Anchorage. “With the crew safe, we can now focus on ensuring the safety of the response crews and of the Kulluk.”

“Shell is pleased with the collaborative effort which resulted in the safe evacuation of the personnel on the Kulluk and remains focused on the safety of the remaining vessel personnel and the environment. We continue to work with the U.S. Coast Guard, Edison Chouest Offshore, State of Alaska and the Borough of Kodiak,” said Buddy Custard, Incident Commander, Shell.

Media inquiries should be directed to the Joint Information Center 907-433-3417.
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #18: Salvage assessment team safely boards drilling unit - CORRECTION

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services1

Information gained is critical to finalizing Kulluk salvage plan 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska -- A team of five salvage experts boarded the grounded drilling unit Kulluk earlier today to conduct a structural assessment to be used to finalize salvage plans, currently being developed by the Kulluk Tow Incident Unified Command.

The five-member team was lowered to the Kulluk by a U.S. Coast Guard helicopter at about 10:30 this morning. The assessment lasted about three hours. A helicopter safely hoisted the team from the drilling unit at about 1:30 p.m. The Coast Guard helicopter and crew also delivered a state-owned Emergency Towing System to the Kulluk, which will be used during salvage operations.

Efforts to place a team on-board the rig to conduct the assessment were put on hold due to severe weather conditions during the past several days. Calmer conditions this morning created a window that enabled the assessment to take place. 

Smit Salvage is heading up salvage operations. Smit is a highly experienced salvage company that has assisted in hundreds of operations worldwide, including the Selendang Ayu salvage that took place off the coast of Western Unalaska in 2004. It also assisted in the Costa Concordia salvage off the coast of Italy in 2012.

The information gained from the on-site assessment will be invaluable in helping to evaluate the available options for freeing the rig from its grounded position. Following the completion of their mission, the assessment team was returned to Coast Guard Air Station/Kodiak.

Visit www.KullukResponse.com for more information
Follow @KullukResponse on Twitter
View photos on Flickr at www.flickr.com/photos/KullukResponse
Watch videos on YouTube at www.youtube.com/KullukResponse

Story updated from six salvage members to five.
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #37: Kulluk assessment continues, Sitkalidak Island debris removal

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services5

Unified Command confirmed the following information today:

· Assessment of the Kulluk drilling vessel in Kiliuda Bay continues, with inspection-class remotely operated vehicles (ROVs) being utilized to assess the hull. There continues to be no sign of leakage from the Kulluk.

· Assessment crews at the direction of Unified Command, along with local representation from Old Harbor Native Corporation, continue to survey the grounding area in Sitkalidak Island to enable the recovery of survival and rescue boats and other debris from the Kulluk. Cleanup activities on the shoreline will proceed in the next few days, daylight and weather permitting. A local archeologist visited the grounding site Jan. 8 and did not identify any cultural artifacts of interest that the cleanup would disturb.

· Four survival boats and one rescue boat were dislodged from the Kulluk, either while it was towed or when it grounded on Sitkalidak Island. Each of the survival boats included a 68-gallon capacity diesel tank. Unified Command has been informed that one tank is intact, two tanks have been damaged and one is inaccessible to be able to determine its condition. As such, approximately up to 272 gallons of diesel fuel may have been released from the tanks. However, Unified Command’s assessment crews will examine the tanks as soon as they are able to arrive on Sitkalidak Island. If any fluids are identified to have been released on the shoreline, Unified Command will be prepared to mitigate as required.
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #41: Kulluk remains stable; Unified Command develops mitigation strategies for crab fishery

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services1

Jan. 14, 2013

Unified Command confirmed the following information today:

· The Kulluk remains in stable condition with no reports of a release.

· Data from the completed underwater assessment of the Kulluk continues to be analyzed.

· Unified Command has developed mitigation strategies collaboratively with the Kodiak Crab Alliance Cooperative. This will reduce potential impacts to the fishery during the upcoming crabbing season. Mitigation strategies include the following: 

· The Kulluk will remain onsite in the inner Kiliuda Bay until the conclusion of the Tanner Crab fishing season.

· A Marine Coordinator will be onsite to coordinate the movement of response vessels. An update will be provided every four hours to the crab fishermen.

· A claims process has been established for any crab fishermen losses that occur as a result of the Kulluk's presence in Kiliuda Bay during this year's Tanner Crab fishing season.

· Unified Command’s priorities continue to be the safety of all personnel and the environment.
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #44: Kulluk remains stable – engineering analysis continues

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services1

Jan. 30, 2013

Unified Command continues to oversee preparations for the next steps in the Kulluk response. Multiple entities remain involved including: the U.S. Coast Guard, Shell, the State of Alaska, Smit Salvage and Det Norske Veritas.

· Unified Command’s priority continues to be the safety of all personnel and the environment.

· Tow equipment has been secured and is currently in Kodiak.

· The Kulluk’s openings on the main deck (i.e., windows and hatches) have been secured and in some cases temporary steel structures have been added to close the openings to make the vessel water- and weather-tight for potential tow operations. A few remain open to allow for ongoing operations.

· Close coordination with the communities of Kodiak and Old Harbor is ongoing.

· Old Harbor Native Corporation, in collaboration with Unified Command, continues to develop plans to access the shoreline and surrounding area to clean up life boat debris.

· The UC has received confirmation from naval architects that the damage sustained by the grounding poses no threat to the stability or integrity of the Kulluk while anchored in Kiliuda Bay. The next step is an analysis of this data to determine the best course of action to relocate the Kulluk for permanent repairs. The UC will not speculate on this next step until the DNV and USCG give their recommendations for safely relocating the Kulluk. 
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #33: Kulluk remains in tow

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

January 7, 2013, 9 a.m. Alaska Time

Anchorage, AK – Unified Command update for Monday, January 7, 2013:

· As of 9 a.m. Alaska Time, the Kulluk remains in tow by the Aiviq traveling at approximately 3.5 knots (4 mph) in a northerly direction.

· The location of the Kulluk is approximately 4 nautical miles away from the planned anchored location in Kiliuda Bay.

· The Nanuq crew continues to utilize infrared equipment on board and reports that there are still no signs of a discharge.

· A Coast Guard overflight is scheduled at first light to look for any signs of sheen, weather permitting.
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #17: Flyovers planned to assess Kulluk condition

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services1


The Unified Command plans multiple flyovers today to assess the condition of the Conical Drill Unit (CDU) Kulluk that remains grounded but stable near Sitkalidak Island located on the north edge of Ocean Bay.

Once conditions are deemed safe, Unified Command intends to place an assessment team on the Kulluk to further evaluate the vessel’s condition.

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) instituted a Temporary Flight Restriction, and the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Alex Haley is maintaining a safety zone of one nautical mile around the Kulluk this morning. Both restrictions were put in place to ensure the safety of response personnel, as well as local mariners and aviation pilots in the area.

The Kulluk is upright and stable, and the Coast Guard flight crew’s aerial assessment Jan. 1, 2013 found no signs of environmental impact.

More than 600 people are supporting this response. Unified Command remains focused on ensuring the safety of responders and protecting the environment.

Unified Command is working with Old Harbor Native Corporation to stage spill response equipment should it be needed.

Media inquiries should be directed to the Joint Information Center 907-433-3417. Visit www.KullukResponse.com for more information including photos and video.

		

		

		

		

		



		Rear Adm. Thomas Ostebo, commander, 17th Coast Guard District and 17th District Incident Management Team commander, observes the conical drilling unit Kulluk from an MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter during a second overflight Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2013. The Kulluk grounded on the southeast shore of Sitkalidak Island Monday night. U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer First Class Sara Francis.

		

		Members of a DonJon-SMIT salvage team prepare their gear at Air Station Kodiak, Alaska, Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2013. The salvage team conducted an aerial survey of the conical drilling unit Kulluk 40 miles southwest of Kodiak City, Alaska, from a Coast Guard helicopter. U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 1st Class Sara Francis.

		

		The conical drilling unit Kulluk sits aground on the southeast shore of Sitkalidak Island about 40 miles southwest of Kodiak City, Alaska, in 40 mph winds and 20-foot seas Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2013. U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer First Class Sara Francis.





Visit www.KullukResponse.com for more information
Follow @KullukResponse on Twitter
View photos on Flickr at www.flickr.com/photos/KullukResponse
Watch videos on YouTube at www.youtube.com/KullukResponse

Story updated from six salvage members to five.
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DATE: January 7, 2013 4:45:00 AM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #30: Kulluk traveling 4.3 mph

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

January 7, 2013,

Anchorage, Alaska

· As of 4 a.m. the Kulluk remains in tow by the Aiviq traveling at 3.8 knots (4.3 mph) and is traveling in a northerly direction.

· The location of the Kulluk is approximately 16 miles from land.

· Results of soundings of fuel tanks taken since the Kulluk refloated are consistent with earlier soundings taken by the recovery crew.
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DATE: January 1, 2013 8:57:00 AM AKST 



For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #14: Kulluk assessment continues

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

Following is an update from the Unified Command for the Kulluk Tow Incident:

· The safety of responders remains the top priority. The Kulluk grounded on the southeast shoreline of Sitkalidak Island (between the north edge of Ocean Bay and Partition Cove) at approximately 9 p.m., Dec. 31, 2012. The shoreline of Partition Cove is primarily comprised of mixed sand and gravel beaches. 

· Severe weather conditions continue to impact operations.

· Unified Command is aggressively implementing contingency and response plans.

· Command’s priorities include a full assessment of the current conditions of the Kulluk.

· The condition of the Kulluk has not been confirmed. The Coast Guard completed an initial night-time overflight on Dec. 31, 2012, and additional assessments are planned today.

· There is strong collaboration and coordination among members of Unified Command. We are also working closely with local communities. The safety of the Alaska maritime environment is a major focus and Shell is working with state, local and tribal partners to ensure the safety of Alaska’s maritime environment.

For more information, visit www.KullukResponse.com. An audio file from last night's news conference may be found here.

Media inquiries should be directed to the Joint Information Center at 907-433-3417.
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For more information contact: 

Unified Command Joint Information Center at (907) 433-3417

Update #22: Unified Command daily summary

Share on printShare on linkedinShare on facebookShare on twitterMore Sharing Services0

Unified Command’s daily activity report for Friday, Jan. 4, 2013:

· The Kulluk continues to remain stable and upright and there is no evidence of sheen in the vicinity.

· During the assessment by response crew members, seawater was discovered in the 3S7C void. The compromise does not pose a threat to the stability of the vessel.

· Shell received a permit from Alaska Department of Natural Resources to remove the Kulluk from the location.

· Unified Command has successfully negotiated with the Old Harbor Native Corporation to secure access to the shoreline near the Kulluk.

· Representatives of Unified Command also landed in Old Harbor to meet with community leaders to provide an update on the current situation and address questions and concerns.

· A meeting with Kodiak residents scheduled for Sunday was postponed due to the Russian Christmas holiday. It will be rescheduled when possible.

· Multiple community outreach calls took place between Unified Command personnel and officials from Old Harbor, Akhiok, Prince William Sound Regional Citizens Advisory Council (RCAC), Cook Inlet RCAC and other stakeholders.

· Multiple flights took place today to support the response. These flights included: 

· U.S. Coast Guard Jayhawk helicopter transported assessment crews to the Kulluk

· Era Aviation helicopter overflight completed, transporting science professionals who conducted a wildlife survey of the area

· Two Lynden C-130 flights between Anchorage and Kodiak were completed, delivering and staging response equipment

· Era Aviation helicopter recovered the assessment team from the Kulluk

· There are three vessels on scene and another 12 en route to the Kulluk or harbors nearby.

· After evaluation and assessment, Era Aviation flight crews successfully landed on the helicopter deck for the first time since the Kulluk ran aground.

		







		

		

		

		

		



		For the first time since the Kulluk rig grounded a helicopter lands on the deck on Thursday, Jan. 4. Photo by Judy Patrick

		

		Workers prepare equipment and supplies on the airport tarmac in Kodiak Thursday, Jan. 4 to be used in the ongoing Kulluk response and recovery effort. Photo by Greg Martin

		

		The Kulluk remains grounded and upright with no evidence of sheen in the vicinity on Thursday, Jan. 4. The rig grounded in high seas and strong winds on December 31, 2012, and a full scale response and recovery involving the U. S. Coast Guard, Shell, the State of Alaska, local governments and private contractors has been underway since then. Photo by Judy Patrick







image2.jpeg



image3.jpeg



image4.jpeg



image5.jpeg



image1.png



