Notebook Ref 1.4

Antidegradation Reviews

 What activities are subject to a review?
— Regulated activities that might degrade water quality

e What triggers a review?
— Issuance of a general or individual permit
— Government authorization to conduct activities
— Changing water quality standards / criteria

e What does a review involve?
— Assessment of baseline water quality
— Projection of water quality impacts from the activity
— Analysis of less-degrading alternatives
— Review of point source and nonpoint source controls
— Evaluation of social and/or economic benefits
— Intergovernmental coordination
— Public participation



USEPA
Region 8
Antideg
Review

Approach

Is the proposed activity located on Proposed activities may not
or upstream of an Ouistanding £s result in new/expanded
Narional Resource Waterbody direct sources; upstream
(ONRW)? activities may not lower
}no water quality of ONRW.
Is the proposed activity located on .
or upstream of an Outstanding - yes Eﬁg?i‘?;g:&ﬁiﬂ?aﬁt?
?
State Resource Waterbody (OSRW)? of OSRW.
*no
no Has the waterbody been desig-
nated high quality?
yes
Based on available information, does
the segment qualify for tier 2
protection?
no *yes .
Will the proposed activity result in no Review is terminated for

significant degradation? *

parameters where signifi-

P

cant degradation is not
predicted.

Has the applicant demonstrated
that reasonable alternatives to
allowing the degradation do not

no
4"[ Deny proposed activity. E

exist?
P

authorized if:

been achieved.

Complete tier 2 review requirements. For example, activity may be

* it has socio-economic importance,
= existing uses would be fully protected, and
* state-reguired controls on point and nonpoint sources have

Activity may be authorized if exist-
ing uses are fully maintained and
protected.

* The likelihood of significant degrada-
tion will be determined on a parameter-
by-parameter basis using appropriate
technigues and based on the significance

factors included in this prol:edure; note
that the significance test may be by-
passed where reasonable less-degrading
alternarives are clearly available.



Generalized Antideg Review Procedure

Tier1 —» - Maintain existing uses < Yes
+ Determine baseline water - Conduct alternatives - Is activity deemed socially
quality analysis and economically important?
Tier2 |—» -+ Assess level of ——Yes—p| - Is there still —Yes»  and
degradation significant - Does activity meet technology
- Is degradation significant? degradation? and BMP requirements?
|
No
v
. . . No
- Antidegradation review
complete < No
- Permitting proceeds Y
A e
Nlo Permit Denied
- Determine baseline water
quality
- Assess level of
Tier3 |» degradation Yes

- Are there any water
quality impacts (other
than temporary)?




General permit approach

AZDEQ GENERAL PERMITS - Antidegradation Does activity - Activity presumed
) : S assessment meet conditions to meet
Construction activities conducted during [ " of general Y& antidegradation
- Phase |l urban stormwater - ’ :
: - general permit permit? requirements
- Industrial stormwater - .
: : : aslalica | + Activity approved
- Confined feeding operations : "
oth | it - Permit conditions or No
- Other general permit programs BMPs designed to v
meet « Applicant applies for
antidegradation individual permit
requirements » Full antidegradation
review required




CWA 401 certification & 404 permits

404 INDIVIDUAL PERMITS
401 CERTIFICATION

- Antidegradation

assessment
conducted during
401 certification of
national/regional
permit

- Permit conditions

or BMPs designed
to meet
antidegradation
requirements

- Antidegradation

review complete

Tier1 &2

- Antidegradation

requirements
presumed to be met if
appropriate BMPs are
employed

- Antidegradation review

complete

Tier 3

+ AZDEQ may conduct

special review to
ensure no degradation
except temporary




Other permitted activities

OTHER NON-AZDEQ PERMITTED Does activity employ cost- " ANy presumsd o mest
ACTIVITIES | effective, reasonable BMPs as |_yes_y| antidegradation requirements
- Timber harvesting prescribed by the activity? + Activity approved
- Grazing |
- Sedimentation and erosion control No
- Water withdrawals v
- Other regulated activities + AZDEQ will work with
agency to ensure that
appropriate BMPs are
employed
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