
Antidegradation: Current issuesAntidegradation: Current issues

What is EPA doing?

What are some of the common issues?  

Examples of how states address the issues
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EPA’s planned WQS regulatory revisionEPA s planned WQS regulatory revision
• EPA is planning to propose a limited set of targeted changes to the WQS 

regulation to improve its effectiveness in helping restore and maintain theregulation to improve its effectiveness in helping restore and maintain the 
chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the nation’s waters. 

• Potential Scope of the Changes: 1) antidegradation implementation 
methods, 2) Administrator’s determination, 3) designated uses, 4) e ods, ) d s a o s de e a o , 3) des g a ed uses, )
variances to water quality standards; 5) triennial review scope and 
requirements, and 6) updating the regulation to reflect court decisions. 

• EPA expects to publish a proposed rule in the Federal Register in p p p p g
early 2012. 

• EPA has held informal “listening sessions” inviting members of the public 
to express their views. EPA also held separate, individual listening sessions p p , g
for tribal, state, and local governments. 

• Updates and info:  
http://water.epa.gov/lawsregs/lawsguidance/wqs index.cfmp // p g / g / g / q _
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Identifying high quality waters (waters 
h ill i i i )that will receive Tier 2 protection)

• Parameter‐by‐parameterParameter by parameter

• Water body‐by‐water body

Triggers for Antidegradation Tier 2 review
• Permits and certifications – individual, general

• Other activitiesOther activities
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Tier 2 review componentsTier 2 review components

• Alternatives analysisAlternatives analysis
– What kinds of alternatives to consider?
– How can economic and technical feasibility of y
alternatives be considered?

– How to choose among the alternatives?

• Social and economic analysis
– What types of information are used and factors 
considered?

– How to apply to different types of activities?
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Tier 2 review: “De minimis” concept
( h f d l l )(not in the federal regulation)

• Assimilative capacity allocationAssimilative capacity allocation

• Cumulative effects from multiple discharges

iff l l f i• Different levels of review

• Application to different types of activities
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Outstanding National Resource Waters
( )(Tier 3)

• processes to nominate and identify waters forprocesses to nominate and identify waters for 
ONRW protection

• Protecting ONRWs• Protecting ONRWs

• Intermediate levels of protection, i.e. 
O di S R W (OSRW)Outstanding State Resource Waters (OSRW) or 
“Tier 2.5” (not in the federal regulation)
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