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Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Water

Wastewater Engineering Support and Plan Review Section 
Gene McCabe and Clint Adler, P.E.
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Agenda

 Welcome and Meet the Staff

 Organizational Overview

 Overview of Alaska’s Wastewater Regulatory Program

 Roles and Responsibilities

 Current and Future Directions

 Join the Conversation – Providing feedback

 Questions and Answers
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Welcome and Meet the Staff
 Engineering Support and Plan Review (ESPR) Section

 Offices in:

 Anchorage: Bill Rieth, PE and Kevin Young

 Fairbanks: Tonya Bear, PE and Tony Sonoda

 Juneau: Rob Kimble and Drew Grant

 Soldotna: Monica English and Ryan Peterson

 Wasilla: Oran Woolley and Martha Harrison

 Statewide: Gene McCabe (Anchorage) and Clint Adler, PE (Wasilla)

 Office contact information in handout
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Division of Water
Mission Statement:

 Improve and protect water quality

How?

 Establishes standards for water cleanliness

 Regulates discharges to waters and wetlands

 Provides financial assistance for water and wastewater facility construction and 

waterbody assessment and remediation

 Trains, certifies, and assists water and wastewater system operators

 Monitors and reports on water quality
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Wastewater Discharge Authorization 
Programs

Regulates Discharges to Waters and Wetlands

 Issues Discharge Permits

 Purpose of permitting is to ensure discharges will not violate water quality 

standards

 Conducts Engineering Plan Reviews

 Purpose of plan review is to provide reasonable assurance that wastewater 

collection, treatment, and disposal systems will protect public health and the 

environment.
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Engineering Support & Plan Review 
Section

Supports the Wastewater Discharge Authorization 
Program

 Engineering Plan Review

 Assists with Regulation and Engineering Guidance Development
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Recent Guidance
 Private Residential Marine Outfalls

 Guidance Documents Unique Requirements

 Allows for Authorization Based on Engineer’s Certification of 
Minimum Performance 
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Changes in Plan Review Practice You
May Have Noticed…
 Checklists Not Required in Submittals (effective immediately)

 Checklists are merely a courtesy to the Engineer

 Engineer retains all responsibility for professional submittal

 Waiver Fees Not Required for Engineered Systems for Wastewater 

Plan Reviews (DW practices) (effective July 1)

 Moving away from prescriptive standards for engineered systems.

 Approval Based Only on Engineering Certification of Minimum 

Performance 

 Based on Professionally‐Sealed Statements
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Upcoming Proposals/Changes
 New Plan Intake Form

 Mandatory coordinates of system

 Designation of Project Manager and Construction Oversight Engineer

 Complete Rewrite of 18 AAC 72

 Professional Engineer Certification‐based Plan Approvals for Certain 

Categories of Systems

 Residential 

 Low flow/risk

 Elimination of Statewide Engineering Support Position
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Join the Conversation
 Stay informed of program improvements and news

 Join e‐mail list server to have news delivered to your inbox and 

provide feedback to the community

 http://list.state.ak.us/

 We need your feedback to improve

 Formation of a Southeast Alaska Working Group

 Focus on wastewater engineering issues in Southeast Alaska
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Questions?
Thank you for your time!

Gene McCabe
Engineering Support and Plan Review

(907) 269‐7692
Gene.McCabe@Alaska.gov
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