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Module 4B Objectives 

• To present grinder and waste conveyance 
APDES permit inspection requirements. 

• To discuss the grinder and waste conveyance 
records and logs required for APDES permit 
compliance and annual report submittal. 
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Module 4B – What You Will Learn 

• How to properly inspect and record facility 
waste conveyance systems. 

• How to sample grinder discharge and inspect 
for compliance under APDES regulations. 

• Recording photo documentation of both 
grinder discharge sampling and inspections. 
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Waste Conveyance 

Inspection Requirements 
• 5.1.8.1 An operator shall conduct a daily visual inspection 

of the waste conveyance system, including a close 
observation of the sump or other places of effluent 
collection for the removal of gloves, earplugs, rubber 
bands, or other equipment used during the processing of 
seafood that may inadvertently be entrained in the 
wastewater. Discharge of such items is prohibited. Logs of 
daily inspections shall be kept at the facility.  

• 5.1.8.3 An operator shall submit a report summarizing the 
information gathered during the calendar year, including 
certified copies of the daily logs, to ADEC with the annual 
report (Part 6.2.2.11.4).  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
1.12 Signature Requirement and Penalties
1.12.1 Any application, report, or information submitted to the Department in compliance with a
permit requirement must be signed and certified in accordance with 18 AAC 83.385. Any
person who knowingly makes any false material statement, representation, or certification in
any application, record, report, or other document filed or required to be maintained under a
permit, or who knowingly falsifies, tampers with, or renders inaccurate any monitoring
device or method required to be maintained under this permit shall, upon conviction, be
subject to penalties under 33 U.S.C. 1319(c)(4), AS 12.55.035(c)(1)(B), (c)(2), and (c)(3)
and AS 46.03.790(g).



Waste Conveyance Inspections 

Waste Conveyance Inspection Requirements  
 An operator authorized under the APDES GP is 

required to conduct daily visual inspections of  
the waste conveyance system. 
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Presentation Notes
The actual process should be described in your Best Management Practices Plan. DEC inspectors will look at the procedures described in the BMP Plan and then observe a sample event to see if the procedures described in the BMP Plan are implemented at the sample port. 



Waste Conveyance Inspections 

Waste Conveyance Monitoring Requirements  
 Inspection must include observation of the 

sump and other effluent collection areas for 
the removal of: 

• Gloves 
• Earplugs 
• Rubberbands 
• Other equipment used during operation 
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Waste Conveyance Inspections 

 Daily waste conveyance inspections shall be 
recorded on the Grinder and Waste 
Conveyance Inspection Log form, an example 
is provided with the APDES as Attachment B. 
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Grinder System 

Inspection Requirements 
• 5.1.9.1 An operator shall conduct a daily 

inspection of the grinder system during the 
processing season to confirm that the grinder 
system is: 
• (1) operating and  
• (2) reducing the size of the seafood residues 

to 0.5 inch or smaller in any dimension.  

9 



Grinder System 

Inspection Requirements 
• The inspection shall be performed by taking a 

representative sample of the ground discharge 
from a sample port and measuring to ensure 
the pieces are less than 0.5 inches in any 
dimension.  

• A log of daily grinder samples and inspections 
shall be kept at the facility.  
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Grinder System Sampling 

 An operator authorized under the APDES GP is 
required to conduct a daily grinder discharge 
sample to ensure any solids are less than 0.5 
inch in any dimension. 
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Grinder System Inspection - Photographs 

 In addition to the Grinder System Inspection 
Log , a permittee is required to take digital 
photographs of the sample port during 
sampling.  
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Grinder System Inspection - Photographs 

Minimum Photo Requirements: 
• Photos must be taken at least once per month 

while processing is occurring. 
• Photos must include the sample port while daily 

sampling occurs and a representative grinder 
discharge amount showing grind size. 

• A measuring devise (ruler) must be included for 
scaling purposes.  

• Photos must include a digital date and time 
stamp. 
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Grinder System Inspection - Photographs 

• Photos must provide sufficient clarity and detail 
to support the observations on the daily log form, 
and must represent what was observed. 

• A written photograph log with the name of the 
photographer and photo description shall be 
included in written photo log.  

• Pictures and the written log shall be submitted on 
a CD or DVD as required with the APDES annual 
report. 
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Grinder System Inspection 
Example Photographs 
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Example photos documenting 
grinder discharge from facility 
port during processing. 

Discharge Port 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Without a ruler (scale) it is not clear what size the opening are
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Example photos documenting 
grinder discharge. 

Grinder System Inspection 
Example Photographs 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note that sample is being routed through a floor drain that will connect to a grinder prior to discharge.

Impossible to verify compliance with the ½” grind requirement



Grinder System Inspection – Photographs 
Noncompliance 
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1. Permit 
Treatment Limit 
is Exceeded. 
Waste must be 
ground to 0.5 
inches in all 
dimensions 
 



Grinder System Inspection - Photographs 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
issues with this photo:
No scale
Possible for oversize pieces to flow through the openings



Grinder & Waste Conveyance  
Inspection Log 

• 5.1.9.3 An example Grinder and Waste 
Conveyance Inspection Log is provided as 
Attachment B to the permit.  

• 5.1.9.4 An operator shall submit a report 
summarizing the information gathered during 
the calendar year, including certified copies of 
the daily logs, to ADEC with the annual report 
(Part 6.2.2.11.4). 
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Grinder & Waste Conveyance  
Inspection Log – Attachment B 

A. B. C. D. 

E. 

A. Record the total number of 
sampling/inspection days.  

B. Record if the grinder system was 
operational during inspection. 

C. Record whether grinder 
discharge sample measured 0.5 
inches or less.  

D. Record any foreign objects found 
in waste conveyance, note 
disposal location. 

E. Initials and Signatures of 
Observers. 
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Grinder & Waste Conveyance 
Inspection Log – Example 



Grinder & Waste Conveyance 

Noncompliance 
• 5.1.9.5 An operator shall report any noncompliance to 

ADEC in accordance with Appendix A, Part 3.5, (Other 
Noncompliance Reporting) and a written summary 
submitted with the annual report (Part 6.2.2.7). The 
written summary shall include the events of how the 
failure to meet the 0.5 inch grind size was discovered, 
the duration of the noncompliance, and how the 
noncompliance was resolved.  

• 5.1.9.6 Signatory requirements. The report shall be 
signed by a principal officer or a duly appointed 
representative of the operator (Appendix A, Part 1.12, 
Signature Requirement and Penalties).  
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Presentation Notes
3.4.3 An event that must be reported within 24 hours includes:
3.4.3.1 An unanticipated bypass that exceeds any effluent limitation in the permit (see
Appendix A, Part 2.6, Bypass of Treatment Facilities).
3.4.3.2 An upset that exceeds any effluent limitation in the permit (see Appendix A,
Part 2.7, Upset Conditions).
3.4.3.3 A violation of a maximum daily discharge limitation for any of the pollutants
listed in the permit as requiring 24-hour reporting.

THE ½” GRIND EFFLUENT LIMIT IS NOT LISTED AS REQUIRING 24-HOUR REPORTING IN THE EVENT OF A VIOLATION FOR AKG523000. FOR AKG52000 THE LANGUAGE IS LESS CLEAR AND VIOLATIONS SHOULD BE REPORTED.



5.0 LIMITATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS
5.1 Effluent Limitations and Requirements
The following limitations and requirements apply to a processor discharging between 0.5 nm from shore
at MLLW and 3.0 nm from shore at MLLW or baseline.
5.1.1 Amount of seafood processing waste discharge limitation

5.1.2 Collection, conveyance, treatment, and size limitation of seafood processing wastes
An operator shall route all seafood processing wastes through a waste conveyance and treatment
system. The waste solids discharged from the outfall(s) shall not exceed 0.5 inch in any
dimension. Wastewaters that have not had contact with seafood (for example, non-contact cooling
water) are not required to be discharged through the seafood processing waste-handling system.



End of Module 4B 
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